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{ PREF ACE: 


x ONG the many "Benefits which 
we reap from Hiſtory, this is none 
ef the leaſt, that it helps very 

much to dire us bow Religion is ro 

be propagated in the Warld. "The New 

Teftament is very uſeful to us in this 

reſpett; the excellent Rules and Precepts 

F408 "preferibed, being not only neceſſary 

to be obſerved, but the wiſe Conduct of our 

| bleſſed Saviour, and the Apeſtles, and 
other firſt Planters of it, being alſo ve- 
ry fit to be Copied by all ſucceeding 

Ages, in carrying on the fame good Wark, 

And the Hiſtories of the ſeveral follow- 

A 2 ing 


ing Periods of the Church, are likewiſe 
ju their aun. Degree, _ of _ conſiderable Uſe 
to the -fame--- End—and- Purpoſe: For 
the Pious and Charitable Endeavours of 
our Forefathers, when ſet before us, do 
not only excite and animate us to do 
the like ; but the Knowledge of the 
Cauſes "whith hindred the 27320 of 
Religion, ſheteth us "how to prevent ar 
remove the ſame for the future, and ſo 
to groom, oF fairer Froſpect of Suc- 
cels. = 1 | — 


IT beſe Conſiderations have induced 
me, to Collect a Narrative of the En- 
deavours, that have been uſed to Con- 
vert the Popiſh Natives of Ireland tos 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion. Tt is now | 
the Space of One Hundred and Sixty 
Tears ſince the Proteſtant Faith firſt 
appeared Publickly there; and yet it hath 
made much ſmaller Progreſs among the 
Natives, than could be wiſhed, there 
being ſtill (as is it generally believed ) Six 

_ $ Papiſts 
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Papiſts at leaſt, to. One Pegteſtaat, 

in that Kingdom , ge © | we - a 

had. many Advant es. which | might 0 
to falt. this n „or "we. Hape 
Scripture and Realon n of our ſide, be- 
ond all . ontradiction 3 we have Loyal 
and Peaceable Principles to ingratiate 


our Relig gon with the Higher | Powers, 
and to duce them. to Promote it; ; and, 


ome "(hat laterrup tlons exce ed. 
ſome (1 p ept, Wi 


T's 


\ 4 * 


have had the Examples 'of 0 F our 
narchs, and the Legal Eſtabliſhment, 
with many other Temporal Advantages, 


V 


to recommend it to the People. So 


that there muſt be ſome great Impedi- 
ment in this Matter, which ought to be 
talen away. 


It will not therefore be amiſs, 
looking back into the Times that - 
paſſed ſince the Reformation, to ſee af- 
ter what Manner our Anceſtors have 
proceded in this Work, and to find out 
** Caules that ſeemed to have rendred 
A 3 their 
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| ei Exdeavo urs ineffeBlual ; that for 
| Ihe future fo good and neceſſary 4 Be. 
lign may not be laid, aſide, becauſe of 
the Dilcouragements which the Appre- 
Benſtons of former Unſucceſsfulaeſs may 


/ 


Live. And in order to this, 1 ſhall en- 
deavour, at every remarkable Period of 
the Hiſtorical Part, to mate ſuch Obſer- 
vations and Reflections gs may be uſe- 


Ful to this Purpoſe, © 
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Popiſh Natives of IR LAN 

TO THE oy 


Eſtablished Religion. 


N the Year of our Lord 1551, and the 5th 
of Edward VI. the Reformed Religion began 
to be firſt publickly profeſſed in Ireland. 

The Book of Common-Prayer was printed 

in Engliſh the ſame Year in Dublin, by Order of 

the Lord Lieutenant and Council, purſuant to In- 
ſtructions given by the King himſelf; and it was 
publickly read to the People, there being many in 
and about that City, who underſtood that Lan- 
guage. George Brown, Archbiſhop of Dublin, was 
the krſt Perſon of Note who embraced the Prote- 
A 4 ſtant 
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ſtant Communion, and he gave full Proof of the 
Sincerity. af. his. Converſion ; for he was very 2ea- 
lous_in propagating the true Reli ion, and took 
great Pains in converting others to it. He preach- 
ed often againſt the Errors of the Church of 
Rome, eſpecially againſt Praying in an unknown 
Tongue, and denying the People the free Uſe of 
the Scripturts. He cauſed all ſuperſtirious Relicks 
and Images, to be removed out of the two Cathes» 
drals in Dublin, and the reſt of the Churches with- 
in his Dioceſs; and made the Creed, Lord s-Prayer, 
and. Ten Commandments, to be ſet up in their 
ſtead. He cheerfully ſubmitted to the King's Or- 
der for reading the Liturgy in Eagliſb, and made 
a Speech for it at an Aſſembly of the Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, and the reſt of the Qeergy of Ireland, who 
were call'd together by the Lord Lieutenant on 
that Occaſion ; which had ſo good effect, that ſe- 
veral of the Biſhops and Clergy ſubmitted- alſo. 
And theſe Endeayours were uſed to propagate 
tho Reformed Religion among the Old Engliſh, 
and fuck othets as underſtood the Engliſh Tongue. 
But George Domd all, Archbiſhop of Armagh, and 
many of the Biſhops and inferiour Clergy, op- 
poſed this good Work, ſo that it did not go on 
{> ſmoothly and proſperouſly as might be expect- 
ed. And that religious and hopeful Prince, King 
Edward the VIth, dying two Years after, this bleſ- 
kd Reformation in Religion, not having Time 
enough to ſettle and take Root, was ſoon pluck'd 
up and quite overturn'd, by the Acceſſion of Queen 
Mary to the Throne : In whoſe Reign, all that had 
been done by ker Royal Brother, was undone and 
aboliſhed. The Proteſtant Biſhops and Clergy were 


[| baniſhed, the Liturgy prohibited, the Sai iptures 


lock'd yp in an unknown Tongue, and th: $4 
ES oO Se pi 


wa 2 amg 
0 —_ - 3 * 
— 


(9) 
piſh Superſtition and Kolatry every where ſet up 


The beſt, that could be ſaid of this Reigh, Was; 
that it was very ſhort, which prevented Farther 
Deſigns againſt the Proteſtants to be executed. 
And it pleaſed, God, by advancing Queen El- 
zabeth to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, nt 
only to deliver. them from their Fears and T>51- 
bles, but alſo to reſtore to them the free EN r 
ciſe of their Religion: For no ſooner was: that 
Excellent Princeſs (who took great Care to plant 
Religion and Learning, as well as to enlarge her 
Conqueſts in that Iſland) ſettled in the Foſſeſſion 
of the Crown, but She. ſignified Her Royal Hea- 
ſure by Her Lieutenant, I hat the Reformed Relfgi- 
on ſhould be re-eſtabliſh: din that Kingdom, Weh 
took ſome effect immediately; fot the Maſs was 
laid aſide in many Places, and our Liturgb made 
uſe of inſtead of it: Sentences of Scripture were 
affixed to the Church-Walls, in the place of Po- 
th r and Bibles were ſent over to- he 
Jittribute gratis, for the Uſe of the Commbn- 
People, there being but few ſmall Ones to be bought 


in thoſe Days. And this charitable Pefign was 


very. much encouraged, if not ar-firſt ſet on Foot, 
by Dr. Heath Archbiſhop of York, who ſent two 
large Bibles, to be ſet up in the Cathedrals of 
Chriſf's-Church and St. Patrick in, Dublin, for the 
Benefit of every one, who had a Mind to make uſe 
of them; upon which, great Numbers of People 


_ reſorted thither, that they might have an Oppor- 


tunity of Reading the Word of God: 
This Alteration in matters of Religion, occaſi- 


| oned a. great Ferment among the Roman Catho- 


licks of Ireland, and diſguſted the Natives eſpe- 
clally, who were not at all regarded-1n it: For our 
1 83 publick 
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publick Offices | 
than the Maſs; and they were as much edified by 
the one as the other, that is, nothing at all. In- 
- ſtead of the In hortations whicti 


of the ions and Exh 
their on Clergy nſed to give them, there was 
no Care taken to inſtruct them in a Language 
which they underſtood ; but they were 


8 
kept ſtill 
in the Dark, and left blindfold, to feek Ir the 7 


Kingdom of Heaven as well .as they could: Sd 
that being inſtigated in that Juncture, by the King 
at 


Body under Shane o Neil, A. D. 1560. 
Rebellion being ſuppreſſed the following Year, 
there was in the Year of our Lord 1563, a'Tax 


laid upon every Houſe-keeper, who 'wonld omit to 1 


come to Church on Sunday, which being levied ex- 


actly, many came rather than they would pay it: 
This was an effectual Way to bring many of chem, 8 


eſpecially of the poorer ſort, within the Walls 


* the Church: But it 1 nothing towards Con- ; 


verting them to the Truth, as the Event plainly 


ſhewed. For although to ſave the Charge of a 
Tax, which they were not well able to pay, man 
of them appeared in Church, and anfwered to 
their Names, as they were called by the Church⸗ 


Wardens : Yet they continued Papiſts ſtill in their 
Hearts; and when the firſt Op 
they both rebelled and. return 


1. How vain and impraicable a Thing it is, | 
to Convert a Nation by aboliſhing their Language. 
eaſon | 


This Method is really abfurd in the v 


and Nature of the Thing; for Men cannd® be in- 


ſtructed, and conſequently converted, by the Uſe 
nf any Language, but ſuch as they underſtand , | 


were no more underſtood by them; 


of Spain, and the Pope, they rebelled in a g F 
m "x, Which 


rtunity offered, 
to their former 
Religion, A. D. 1566. From which we may ob» | 
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believe from their Cradle. 


of our Faith, who 
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would convert them, wu muſt apply to, them in 


their own. . -And it is not practicable ; for it we 


will conſider the great Difficulty of ſubduing any 
one Habit or Cuſtom, we hall be eaſily — — 
Hat it is too great a Task, to aboliſh a Religion 
2 


a Language at once, and to prevail with a 
Nation, or Multitude of F le, not to ſpeak as 
have been. uſed to ſpeak, and not to think 
believe as they have been taught to think and 


be obferved, that mild and gentle 


ing it throughout 


think, that they decline the painful and laborious 
Way 
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Way of convincing Men of their Errors. But be- 
Hides the Example of our bleſſad Saviour, Which is 
very worthy of our Imitation, the Spirit of God hath 
taught vs, by St. Paul, 2 Tim II. 24, 25, 26. in 
what manner we ſhould deal with thoſe; whom il 

we would inſtruct, and convert to the Truth. The | 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 
to all Men, apt to teach,” patient; in Meekneſs' in- 
ftruing thoſe that "oppoſe themſelves, if God peradl- 
venture will give them Kepentante to - the acknow- i 

ledging of the Truth. Here God, who perfectly 
knows humane Nature, and the fitteſt Means öf 
prevailing with it, gives us Intimation, that if we 
expect that Men ſhould hearken to our Inſtructions, 
and receive our good Advice, we muſt treat them W 
very tenderly, and have a great Care not to vex 
or irritate them; becauſe Nature abhors to follow | 
the Counſels of an Enemy. But to convert the 
Iriſh, by attempting to aboliſh their Language, or 
by any ſevere and diſagreeable Methods, ſeems to 
be the Reverſe of this; it is to think of perſw 
ding and convincing them, by enraging and exaf- i 
ating them, and of gaining their Hearts and Af- 

ions, (without which they can never be truly 
converted) by taking from them, that which is 
very dear and valuable to them; which is not 
the way to expel the morbiſick Matter, but to 
poyſon the Phyſick of their Souls: And it is not 
to bind u heal, but to rankle and envenom 
their ſpiritual Wounds. And therefore it is ob- 
ſerved, that Men generally loſe their End and 
Deſign by ſuch Means, which tempt others to 
diſſemble, and to do Violence to their Conſciences, 
but ſeldom make true Proſelytes. And the Truth 
of this is confirmed to us by what hath been juſt 


now related. For the Means that were uſed to 
| induce, | 


induce, or rather compel, the 5 iſh Natives to hear 
Enpliſh Prayers and Sermons, and to Hinder them 
from receiving any Inſtruction in their own Tongue, 
made few or no ſincere Converts, and only provo- 
ked them (as I have already obſerved ) to rebel 
on the firſt convenient Opportunity, and to apo- 
ſtatize, if 1 may ſo term it, to that Superſtition 
and Idolatry from which they had not been in- 
$ wardly convertdde. T3 
Therefore, it being obſerved, That the Reform- 
ed Religion gained little Ground in Ireland by the 
aforeſaid Means, Queen Elizabeth (for whoſe Pious 
Zeal and Princely Bounty, many of the Reform- 
ed Churches, beſides that of England, have great 
Reaſon ſtill to bleſs God) provided at Her own 
Charge, a Font of 7riſh Types, with the other In- 
ſtruments of the Preſs, “In hope that God in 
& Mercy would raiſe up ſome to Tranſlate the 
« New Teſtament into their Mother Tongue; as 
William Daniel, Archbiſhop of Tuam, relates in his 
Dedication of the 1riſh Tranſlation of it afterwards 
to King James the Iſt of England. And as Sir 
James Ware tells us in his Annals of Ireland, in 
the Year of our Lord 1571, and the 13th of Queen 
Elizabeth, The Iriſh Characters for Printing were 
cc firſt brought into that Kingdom by Nicholas 
« Walſh, Chancellor of St. Patrick's in Dublin, and 
c John Kearney, Treaſurer of the ſame: And it 
was ordered, that the Prayers of the Church 
« ſhould be printed in that Character and Lan- 
“ guage, and a Church ſet a-part in the chief 
Town of every Dioceſs, where they were to be 
ce read, and a Sermon preached to the Common- 
People, which was inſtrumental to convert ma- 
Iny of the ignorant Sort in thoſe Days. And 
it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that this good 
— Work 


ſons among the Clergy and Laity, who were emi- 


- neſs abont which e 60d their immedi- 


Neceſſity and Importance of this Work, it deſerves 
the Pains and Induſtry of the Maſter-Builders, and | 


Clergymen of eminent 


Work bad-the better Succe6i, for, that many Per; 
nent upon the Accqunt. of their Kank and Station 


in the World, as well as their Piety and Learn- 
ing nſech their hearty, Endeavours $0. promote it: 
For, as the World goes, the Greater any Perſqu 


is, the greater Influence will his Labours ny 
in all probability upon others. Beſides, this is 
a Work truly Apoſtolical ; it was the chief Buſi- 


ate Succeſſors, the firſt Chriſtian: Biſhops, employs 3 
ed themſelves. And indeed, conſidering the - - 


of the chief Labourers in the Vineyard, And 
therefore ſeveral 9 Ireland, and other 


ree in the Church, were 


very diligent and exemplary in thoſe Days in the 
Performance of this Duty: They conſidered, that, 
it was not only a Duty chiefly incumbent upoa 
themſelves, but that their good Examples would 
animate and encourage others; and therefore they 
ſet their own Hands to the Work, and it pleaſed 
God to bleſs their Labours with Succeſs; For 
they were happy Inſtruments, under Gad, of turn- | 
ing many to Righteouſneſs. John Kearney, Trea- | 
ſurer of St. Patrick's, compoſed a Catechiſm in 
t&;ſh, which was the firſt Book printed in frelayd | 
in that Character. Nicholas Walſh, already men- 
tioned, after he had been promoted to the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Oſſory, began the Tranſlation of the 


New Teſtament, but did not live to finiſh it, be- 
ing berbarouſly murthered in his own Houſe, by 
one Dullard, againſt whom the good Biſhop had 
iſſued a Proceſs for Adultery. The aforeſaid Mr. 


Kearney, and Nehemias Donnellan, afterwards Arch- 
- Z biſhop ! 


. M biſhop of Tus, nhdertook the fame Mork; bur 
as we are told by Archbiſhop Daniel in the faid 
n I Dedication, Their godly 'Endeavours were un. 
„ e timely cut off in God's ſecret Judgment, and 
85 the Weight of the Burthen was caft upon bis own 
3 If Stonlders, which he faithfully diſcharged by the 
Vf Pubtication of the Book, A. P. 1602; the Pro- 
vince of Connaught and Sir William Uſher,” Clerk 
of the Council, bearing the Charge of the firſt E. 
dition. After this, the ſame Pious and Learned 
Prelate tranſlated the Book of Common-Prayer in- 
to Triſh, and printed it A. D. 1608, with a Dedi- 
cation to the Lord Deputy. And as we have al- 
ready ſaid, by theſe. Means many of the Natives 
OE RTF | © dd ag, 
From which we may again obſerve, that the 
Human and Chriſtian Methods of Converſion ge- 
nerally proſper, when the contrary turn to no- 
thing: By the former, he that reapeth, veceiveth 
Wages, and gathereth Fruit to Life Eternal, Joh. V. 
36. But by the latter, the ſpiritual Reaper fre- 
quently ſets the Corn a Fire, and very rarely 
brings any of it ſafe into the Barn. a 
And thus I have traced the, Endeavours, that 
were uſed to convert the Iriſb through the Reigns 
of King Edward the VIth, Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Beginning of the Reign of King Fames the Iſt, 
at which Time this Work ſeems to have met 
with ſome Obſtructions, or to have been poſt- 
poned ; by what Means, or for what Reaſons, 
we have no clear Light from Hiſtory; we are 
left to Conjectures for the moſt part, which I 
ſhall ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Reader, 
after I have firſt mentioned the two great Ob- 
ſtructions, which did all along (as 1 humbly con- 
g # | ©. cure) 


56 wa, 


Trin. 
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7 Very: much hinder . 


g 


2. There was not a Proteſtant Semin 
ing in the Kingdom, until the latter End of the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth, which occaſioned. a 


great Scarcity of Clergy, and eſpecially of ſuch 
r 


as were capable of inſtructing the Natives; ſo 


that although the Harveſt was plenteaus, yer the La- 


— 


bourers were few. 


. 
* 


But, God be thanked, theſe Obſtacles are noF 
in à great Meaſure removed: The Kingdom ſeems. i 


to be in a quiet A OR 1 ; and a 
Man may travel through any Part of it to in- 
ſtruc the 

Danger; Days | 
Places, he who goes upon that Errand, may ex 
to be kindly received, and made very welcome. 


- 


And although the Number of the Clergy be not 
equal to all the Wants and Exigencies of that 
Church, yet it is ſufficient to ſet this Matter ou 
Foot. And there is an excellent Seminary of Learn- 
ing now flouriſhing in the Kingdom, in which, as 
being the fitteſt Place, there have been ſeyeral i 
Attempts made, to lay the Foundation of this 
Work, upon which, in all Probability, a glorious i 


Superſtructure had been raisd, if they had met 


with due and conſtant Encouragement. 
Theſe Wants and Difficulties could not but 


very much hinder the Progreſs of the Reformation 
in that Kingdom; and when, they were in a 


great 


the Converſion of the 


Iꝗ. And the firſt was, the unſettled. State of the 
Kingdom: There were 0 . . - and 
Iaſurrections, which rendered the Thing impra- 
cticable, while they laſted: And after They were - 
_ compoled, they left Reſentments behind them, 
a „ 
2. 1 nary of Learn- 


People, without any Apprehenſions of 4 
k fo Hir from this” that in many 4 
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* 
IO, great Meaſure removed, yet other Impediments 
/ - » MW ſucceeded them, which put a great Stop to it in 
this Reign. For, '' bf GET 777 
1. In the Vearof our Lord 162t, the Congrega- ' 
% de Propaganda Fide was erected at Rome, Which 
then had, and till hath, great Influence in Jreland 
"| i eſpecially by means of an intimate Correſpondence, 
and frequent Communications, which were then held 
betwixt the Natives of ireland, and their Friends 
in Spain. And the like Intercourſe is ſtill kept UP, 
ith all the neighbouring Popiſh Countries; inſo- 
much, that when any Deſign is ſet on foot, to 
propagate the Reformed Religion among the Na- 
ives, and to draw them off from their blind and 
- F&diſloyal Obedience to the Pope, Emiſſaries are im- 
nediately diſpatched thither from the J-;ſþ Con- 
Meents abroad, to baffle and defeat it. We may 
enly obſerve by the way, that if the Congrega- 
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of tion at Kome have ſuch Influence in Ireland, it may 
be preſumed, that a Proteſtant Society of the ſame 
on Nature, but for much better Purpoſes, conſiſting 
> apt Perſons of Zeal and Piety, Intereſt and Autho- 


ity, in that Kingdom, will have much greater In- 
Huence in it. | : 
2. The Clergy and Gentry, who were fervent and 
active in this Work, departed this Life; and it is our 
nhappineſs to have no Account in Hiſtory, that 
Erheir generous and religious Deſigns were yigorouſly 
Purſued, until Dr. Bedell went into that Kingdom. 
At the ſame time it muſt not be paſſed by, 
hat King FAMES ſhewed very good Diſpo- 
ſitions to promote the Converſion. of the Iriſh, 
as will appear from the following Account, 
which I found in a Manuſcript in the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Bridges's Library; of whoſe great 
Kindneſs and Generoſity in allowing me the _ 
; B Viz 


180 

Uſe of it, I reckon my felf obliged upon this Oc- 
caſion to make a grateful; Acknowledgment... 
The King had given a Commiſſion to the Lord 
Deputy, Lord . Primate, Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Wilmer, bord | Canfield; Sir | William -Fones, Sir 
Nudiey Nortan; Sit Francis Anneſly, Sir Nathaniel 

ich, &c. to enquire into, and make a Report of 
tlie State of Ireland. And theſe Orders and Di- 


rections are ſuppoſed to have been given, upon the 
Report made thereof to his Majeſty; where, after 
ſeveral Rules and Injunctions for enlarging the 
Maintenance of the Clergy; for encouraging Re- 
ſidence, by making it convenient; for building Ca- 
thedral and Parochial Churches; for Prevention 
of the Alienation of Eccleſiaſtical Poſſeſſions, and 
Lands giten to charitable Uſes, theſe following 
Orders are given. 2 | 
4 32. And we alſo ſtrictly charge the Lord De- 
<<; puty and Biſhops, to take ſpecial Care, that good 
c Choice be made of School maſters and U ſhers, and 
c that none be admitted, but ſuch as will take the 
«. Oath of dupremacy, and bring up their Scholars 
6e in true Religion; and that Popiſn Schoolmaſters 
& and Uſhers be altogether ſuppreſſqcern. 
4 33. And we being highly offended with the En- 
& creaſe and Inſolence of the Jeſuits and Prieſts, 
% and Titulary Popiſh Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 
ce ſuch like, that preſume to exercife Eccleſiaſti- 
ce cal Juriſdiction within Our Kingdom of Feland; 
& We do expreſly charge and command, That the 
c Statute of Secundo Elixabethæ, there in force, 
ce that inflicts heavy Puniſhment upon ſuch as ex- 
ce erciſe any Thing to extol or maintain the Po—-— . 
c“ wer or juriſdiction, Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, 
« of any Foreign Prince, or Prelate, may be put 
1 2 « in 


3 
Mer and concerning other Things tending to the Advance- 
4 ment 
/ en the ſaid Realm. 


(' 19) 
te in Execution againſt ſuch as exerciſe Eceleſiaſti- 
&« cal j uri ſd iction by Foreign) Power; and that the 
« Proclamation be renewed for the Remove and 
« Excluſion off them out of the Kingdom. 

36. 4 And We do alſo command, that the New 
© Teſtament, and Book of Common- Prayer, tranſ- 
cc lated into Iriſh, be hereafter frequently uſed in. 
« the Pariſhes of the Iriſhrie; and that every Non- 


% Reſident there do conſtantly keep and continue 
4 one to read Service in the Iriſh 


Ongue. 
Theſe Orders were ſigned Feb. 3. 1623, by H. 
Falkland, with a Memorandum that they be inrolled: 


And this is the Title prefixed to them: Orders and 


Directions concerning the State of the Church of Ire- 
land, and the Poſſeſſions thereof, Free- Schools, and o- 
her Endowments and Lands given to charitable Uſet, 


of true Religion, and Maintenance of the Clergy 
And his Majeſty being mindful of the ſame good 


Peſign, in a Letter which he ſent to Sir Arthur 


Fhicheſter, Lord Deputy of Ireland, given under 


his own Signet, at his Mannor of Hampton Court, 
Poctober 16. 1604. To other 


N good Inſtructions, 
dds this, We would have a preſent Conſulta- 
F< tion of all ſuch Things as may tend to the bet- 
F< ter Eſtabliſhment of the true Religion profeſſed. 

Z AndthePrivy-CouncilinaLetter to the ſameLord- 
Deputy, dated from the Court at Whitehall, the laſt: 


of April 1606. ſend the following Inſtruction con- 
Terning the Propagation of the Proteſtant Reli- 


Sgion in Ireland : “ Conformity muſt be wrought 


with Time, and by the Care which you muſt 
(take to enlarge the Paſſage of God's Word, by 


Choice and Plantation of ſufficient and zealous 


F. Nen to teach and preach the ſame unto his Peo- 
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ple; wherein we have more Hope of good Effects, 
4 (by the Favour of God) than by any ſadden or 
c violent Courſe in that Kingdom, where the People 
ee have ſo little Means as yet to be inſtructed. 
Before Dr. Beael{ went to Ireland, he was 
for the Apoſtolicat Way of Converting the 
Natives. And from one” of his Letters to Pri- 
mate Uſber, it appears, that when he was Provoſt 
of the College of Dublin, he made ſome Steps to- 
wards ſetting: it on this Foot: For there is men- 
tion made in one of his Letters, of an Jriſ Le- 
ture in that Society, to which it is very probable # 
he gave Encouragement, But when he was pro-; 
moted to the Biſhopricks of Kilmore and Ardagh, ® 
he ſhewed in earneſt, how much he had this cha- X 
ritable Work at Heart: For he applied himſelf # 
to it with ſo much Zeal and Diligence, and uſed 


ſuch fit and proper Means for accompliſhing it, 7 


that from the Succeſs which he had, it is to be 
preſumed, it would have taken great Effect throughj- 
out the Kingdom, if the ſame had been univer- 
ſally uſed. He learned the Iriſi Tongue himſelf, 
and came to ſuch a degree of Knowledge in it, 
as to be able to compoſe an. Iriſh Grammar, ang 
to correct the Tranſlation of the Old Teſtament 
into that Language, which he got done, the New | 
Teſtament and Common-Prayer-Book being alrea- 
dy tranſlated into Iriſh. -* He made a Short Ca- 
& techiſm to be publiſhed, having Engliſh on the 
« one Page, and Triſh on the other, together with 
« ſome Forms of Prayer, and ſome of the moſt : 
ce inſtructing and edifying Paſſages of Scripture, 3 
& and ſome of St. Chryſoftom and Leo's Homilies, 
ard diftributed it all over his Dioceſe ; and it was | 
ſo well received by many of the Natives, that it 
gare 


gave Grounds of Hope, that further Rndeavours 
of this kind would not be vain and fruitleſs. 
The neceſſary Books being provided, the next 
Thing to be done, was to get fit Perſons to make 
uſe of them; and in this he was very active and 
induſtrious. He obſerved, that the Jriſh had been 
too much neglected by the Ergliſh, and that due 


Care had not been taken to propagate Religion 


and Civility among them; and therefore he fail- 
ed not to acquaint ſome Great Perſons about Court, 
with the true State of Affairs, that ſo they might 
be induced, to endeavour to get the proper Reme- 
dies applied, or give way to the doing of it. The 
moſt effectual Method 4 per forming this, was, 
to fill the Church with Clergymen able to preach 
to the 1riſh in their own Language, which he look d 
upon as an abſolutely neceſſary Qualification, in 
every Miniſter to be employed under him, whoſe 
two Dioceſes were almoſt wholly inhabited by Na- 
tives: And therefore he rejected ſeveral for want 
of it. One would think, that the indiſpenſible Ob- 
ligations that the Clergy lie under, to per form the 
Offices of Religion to their People in a known 
Tongue, might have prevented any Oppolition 
from Proteſtants, or at leaſt have ſtop'd the Mouths 
of Gainſayers. But nevertheleſs, this neceſſary and 
commendable Practice raĩs d a great Storm againſt 
that good Man, and was the Occaſion of much 
Trouble and Uneaſineſs to him, many looking up- 
on It as an Impoſition, which they were not obliged 
to bear: However, he knew that the Natives 
were not to be converted otherwiſe, than by ap- 
plying to them in a Language which they under- 
ſtood ; and therefore in his Collations, he obliged 
every- Miniſter to perform Divine Offices in a 
Tongue underſtood by the People. 
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And that this pious and charitable Work might 
go on more effectually, he encouraged- the Clergy 
to undertake it by his own Example: For (as [ 
have already mentioned) he ſet himſelf to learn the 
Triſb Tongue, which is a great Endearment to that 
People, it being taken as a great Complement by the 
Natives, to ſpeak to them in their own Language. 
He conferred frequently with them, and eſpecially 
with their Prieſts and Friars. He had the Common- 
Prayer read every Sunday in Triſh in his own Cathe- 
dral. He took great Pains to give thoſe whom he 
endeavoured to convert, a true Senſe of Religion, 
that ſo they might be Proſelytes indeed; and he 
ſucceeded according to Expectation, for of the 


moſt remarkable of his Converts, only one re- 


lapſed in the Rebellion in 1641. And when he had 
Gronnds to believe, that any one's Converſion was 
real and ſincere, he failed not to make ſuch tem- 
poral Proviſion for him, as was proper, or as he 
conveniently could. And it may be preſumed, that 
according to the good Practice of this wiſe and 
learned Prelate, it would contribute ſomewhat 
towards reclaiming the Natives from their Er- 
Tors, if ſuch as come over to our Church from 
the Romiſh Communion, were encouraged, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Circumſtances and Merits. It 
is not fit indeed, that any Man ſhould be perſuaded, 
to change his Religion for the Love of Money,or on 
any worldly Conſideration ; becauſe he, who doth 
fo, is guilty of great Hypocriſie and Diſ-ingenuity 
before God. But nevertheleſs, Proſelytes ſhould 
be received with all Civility and Kindneſs; and 
when there is Cauſe to believe, that they are 
Men of Honeſty and Integrity, due Care ſhould 
be taken to make up, in ſome meaſure, the Loſs 
which they generally ſuffer by diſobliging their 

| | * Friends 
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Friends and 1448 2 to make ſome Com- 
penſation for that Hatred and IIl- Will, which the 

never fail of receiving from the Party whic! 

they forſake; and for that Doubtfulneſs and Suſ- 
picion, which too many , will be ready to entcr- 
tain, of the Truth and Sigcerity of their Conver- 
ſion; which cannot but create great Trouble and 
Uneaſineſs to any generous and ingenuous Mind. 


L Beſides, if Proſelytes be not duly. countenanced, 


this will diſcourage others, and it will be a great 
Temptation to themſelycs, to return to their for- 


mer Errors. 


Theſe were the Mechbds uſed by th is great 


1 1 Man, in converting the Jriſb Natives; and the moſt 
2 gracious and merciful God (who ſeldom fails to 
2X proſper thoſe, who obſerve his own Directions) 


was pleaſed to bleſs them with Succeſs : For he 
prevail'd even with ſeveral Prieſts and Friars to 
become Proteſtants, and employed them to con- 


vert others. 


And whereas the Jriſh are repreſented by ſome, 


to be ſo very ſavage and untractable, that it is 


not only needleſs, but alſo very dangerous to la- 
bour among them; the Succeſs which Biſhop Be- 
dell had, doth not only confute this; but the great 
Eſteem which they ſhewed to this beſt of Et. 
Biſnops (as they uſed to call him) in his Life- 
time; and the ſingular Marks of Honour and Af 
tection, which they paid him at his Funeral, even in 
the great Heat and Fury of the Rebellion, do ſhew 
from Experience, that theJriſh may be drawn by the 
Cords of a Man, and that gentle Uſage and Chri- 
ſtian Treatment, will prevail with them, whey the 
contrary Methods will not. For they ſuffered him 
(although he was a Hereti:k in their Opinion) to 
be interred in his own Burial Place, deſiring, if 
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his Friends thought fit, that the Office pras 
to our Liturgy. And the Chief of the Rebels 
gathered their Forces together, and accompanied 

is Body to the Church-yard in great Solemnity, 
and diſcharged a Volley of Shot at his Interment, 
e out in Latin, Quieſcat in Pace ultimus An- 
OY UTN+ 

When Biſhop Bedell was labouring with ſo good 
Succeſs in the Vineyard, the Convocation, which 
met at Dublin 1634, took the Converſion of the 
Iriſh into Conſideration, and made ſeveral Canons 
for carrying it on. They ordered, that for the 
Inſtruction of the Natives, part of the Service 
© ſhould be read in Jriſh, where half, or moſt of 
* the Congregation is Jriſh. That Miniſters in 
© their Preachings, Catechizings, and private Con- 
* ferences, ſnould endeavour to root out allungodly, 
© ſuperſtitious, and barbarous Cuſtoms ; mentioning 
© ſome uſed by the Iriſh. That where moſt of the 
© People were Jriſb, the Church-wardens ſhould pro- 
< vide, at the Charge of the Pariſh, a Bible and two 


© Common-Prayer-Books, in the Jriſb Tongue. That 


© where the Miniſter is an Engliſhman, ſuch a Clerk Þ? 
may be choſen (if it may be) as ſhall be able ta 
© read thoſe Parts of the Service, which ſhall be ap- 
© pointed to be read in Iriſh. Nay, there is ſo great 
< Streſs laid upon this Work, that not only every 
© Preaching Miniſter, but in ſome Caſes, the Biſhop 
© of the Dioceſe, is required (as his important Affairs 
will permit) to confer with Popiſh Recuſants, and 
© by all good Means to endeavour to reclaim them 
© from their Errors. 

If theſe Canons had been conſtantly and univer- 
fally obſerved, it is probable that the good Ends 
and Purpoſes, for which they were made, had a 
2 . 2 . | 8 n 
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Qs in a great meaſure attained. But we have little 
ng or no Account of this in the Hiſtories of thoſe 
els Times; and it doth not appear, that any Perſon 
ed of eminent Degree in the Kingdom, ſhewed ſuch 
ty, Regard to them as Biſhop Bedell, who, notwith- 
nt, WM ſtanding the apparent Goodneſs of the Work, the 
| Unexceptionableneſs of the Means, and the remark- 
able Succeſs which he had in it, yet met with great 

| Difficulties, and had much Oppoſition given him, 
and that even from conſiderable Perſons of his 
own Communion. It is very melancholy to re- 

flect upon the Obſtructions and Difficulties, that 
good Deſigns commonly meet with in the World: 
Wicked Men will oppoſe them, becauſe they are 
good; and even good Men will ſometimes diſ- 
courage them, becauſe they take a wrong View 

of them, or becauſe the manner of propoſing them, 

or the Means by which they are to be accom- 
pliſned, are not altogether agreeable and well- 
pleaſing to them. And it was this good Biſhop's 
Misfortune to meet with ſuch croſs Accidents : 
For great Pains were taken to give the Arch- 
X Biſhop of en Chief and the Earl of Strafford, 


"who was then Chief Governour of Ireland, wrong 
Apprehenſions of what he was doing. Inſtead of 
joining with him, ſome, who preferr'd worldly 
Policy to the Rules and Methods of the Goſpel, 
exclaimed againſt the Courſe which he took, as 
unfeaſible and inpraQticable : And by theſe Pra- 
ctices, the good Work, which he was engaged in, 
was much obſtructed, and went on more flowly, 
= otherwiſe in all likelihood it would have 
one. 
bh The great Rebellion broke out ſoon after, which 
1 put a full Stop to this Work, and which could 
nct bit at the ſame time convince too many, _ 
& „* elt 
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felt the dreadful Effects of it, how much it, was 
their Intereſt, as well as their Duty, to convert 
the-/-;ſh from thoſe pernicious Principles, that in- 

- ſipated almoſt their whole Nation to commit fo 
great Cruelties, and unparallelld Barbarities, upon 
ſuch- Proteſtants, as were then under their Power. 
And this, one would think, might be ſufficient 
Warning to the preſent Generation, not to ne- 
glet a Work, which tends ſo much to their own 
Security and Preſervation, as well as the Happi- 
neſs, both Temporal and Eternal, of others. 

After this Rebellion was over, the Remembrance 
of what was paſt, made ſo deep an Impreſſion up- 
on the Minds of many Proteſtants, who ſuffered 
in their own Perſons, Eſtates, and Relations; and 
produced ſuch keen Reſentments, that the Thoughts 
of this Work ſeem to have been laid aſide for 
ſome time: And (except the Publication of a Ca- 
techiſm, having one Column in Engliſh, and the 
oppoſite Column in Jriſh, in the Year 1652, called, 

The Chriſtian Doctrine) after all the Enquiry that 1 
could make, I cannot learn that there was any 
thing done towards their Converſion, until about 20 
Years after the Reſtauration; to which Omiſſion, 
the great Scarcity of Clergy at that Time did 
= . little contribute, as may be reaſonably ſup- 
oſed. 

s Mr. Boyle, the great Chriſtian Philoſopher, was 
the firſt, who did any thing to purpoſe, towards 
ſetting this Work on foot again. He cauſed a 
Font of Iriſh Types, to be caſt at his own Charge, 
and an able Printer to be inſtructed, for printing 
the neceſſary Books in that Language; and made 
the Church Catechiſm, with the Elements of that 
Language, to be printed in Jriſb in the Year 1680. 
Soon after, he reſolved to re- print the New Te- 

ſtament 
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ſtament at his own Expence, and encouraged ve- 
© ry bountifully a Propoſal for Wir the Old 
n- © Teſtament alſo, ſubſcribing 50 J. for his Part, that 
ſo © fo the whole Word of God, one of the beſt In- 
on ſtruments of Converſion, might be put into the 
r. Hands of the Viſh. The preſent Lord Arch-Biſhop 


nt of Canterbury Was concerned with Mr. Boyle in this 
e- Work, and contributed liberally towards defray- 
n ing the Expence of the Preſs. And that this E- 
i- dition of the Bible in Triſh, might be the better 
done, after the Tranſlation of it had been reviſed, 
de and corrected by Mr. Kirk, a Beneficed Miniſter 
p- in England, but a Native of Scotland, and well 
d skilled in the 1r;ſþ Tongue; he ſent it to Ireland, 
d to the preſent Lord Primate there, who was then 
ts Provoſt of the College of Dublin, that with the 
x Aſſiſtance of the moſt learned Natives in that 
a- XX Kingdom, he might make ſuch Amendments as 
10 vuere requiſite : And his Grace aſſiſted at the Re- 
d, WM viſing of the whole Work himſelf, and took Care 
1 that nothing ſhould be wanting, ta render it as 
iy AF conformable to the Original, as might be expect- 
o Fed. The New Teſtament was publiſhed in the 
n, ear of our Lord 1681, having a large Preface 
d AX prefixed to it; and the Old Teſtament came out 


in 1685; and many Copies of them were ſent 
to Freland, and the Highlands of Scotland. One 
as Mr. Higgins, a Convert from the Church of Rome, 


ds was uſeful in compleating this Work: He was em- 
2 Ployed at the ſaid Primate's own Charge, to teach 
e, the Jriſh Language in the College of Dublia, and 


was afterwards admitted into Holy Orders, and 
preſented to a Pariſh in the County of Tipperary, 
where, as I have been informed, he hath done 
much Good, by converting many to the Truth. 


It 


1281 

It doth not appear, that any further Progreſs 
was made in this Work, until after the late Revo- 
lution ; which is another flagrant Inſtance of the 
Neceſlity of accompliſhing it: For if it had not | 
been for the great Number of Papiſts in Ireland, 
(who were fit Inſtruments for Promoting Popiſh | 
i . Deſigns, both there and elſewhere) it is probable | 
| — that ſuch precipitate Attempts had not been made, 
1 1 


towards bringing Propery into theſe Kingdoms. 

After the famous Siege of Londonderry was rais d, 
many of the Iriſp Natives having left their Habi- 
tations in the Barony of Iniſhowen, in the County 
of Donegal, and followed the Iriſo Army to the 


Iriſh in that Barony, one of them having a Be- 
nefice, and the other a competent Allowance from 

the Biſhop : And by the Bleſſing of God upon 
their Labours, they got four or five hundred Hear- 
ers, none of which underſtood Engliſh. 

The good Effects, of ſetting up theſe two Iriſh i 
Preachers in the Dioceſe of Perry, were ſo apparent, 
that ſeveral of the ſame ſort were, and ſtill are, 
for the ſame Reaſons, employed in the Northern 
Parts of the County of Antrim; which being alſo # 
deſerted by the Iriſh, upon the landing of the Eu- 

liſh Army, near Carickfergws in 1689, many Fami- 
Jie from the Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, who un- 
derſtood no other Language but Iriſh, ſettled there. 
At their firſt going over, they went to * | 
| | nt ij 
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Southern Parts of Ireland; ſeveral Families went 
from the Highlands of Scorl and, and ſettled in their 
Places. Theſe Highlanders being Proteſtants, but nat 
underſtanding Engliſh, petitioned the then Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Derry, now Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, to 
ſend a Miniſter to perform Divine Offices to them 
in their own Language; which was readily granted, 
and two Miniſters were encouraged to preach in 


629) 
but not underſtanding the Divine Service cele- 
brated there, they ſoon went over to the Commu- 
nion of the Church of Rome, only for the Bene- 
fit of ſuch Exhortations, as the Popiſn Prieſts uſu- 
ally give their Congregations in riſh. And when 
they were asked the Reaſon, why they did ſo? 
They ſaid, © It was better to be of their Religi- 


| 1 « on, than none at all : One of which was nna- 
voidable, if Care were not taken to perform Pi- 


> vine Offices to them in a known Tongue. Some 


obſerving the ill Conſequences of this Omiſſion, 
and perceiving from this Inſtance, if proper Means 
were not uſed to prevent it, that the Highlander: 
(who remove in conſiderable Numbers into that 
Kingdom) muſt be Papiſts or Diſſenters, or of no 
Religion; a Petition was prefented to the Biſhop 
of Down, requeſting that they might have a Mini- 
fter, to officiate to them in their own Tongue : 
Upon which Mr. Duncan mac Arthur, was ſent to 
them, who performed the Offices of Religion to 
them in their own Language, to their great Sa- 


q tisfaction. This Miniſter dying foon after, Mr. 


Archibald mac Collum, was appointed by the Biſhop 
to ſncceed him in the ſame Office; in which he 
was ſo proſperovs, that he hath not only brought 
back to our Church, ſuch Highlanders as had lapſed 
to Popery, but hath alſo converted man the 
Natives of Ireland; and is, as I am ibly in- 
formed, ſtill gaining more to the Eſtabliſned Re- 
ligion. And there are beſides, three or four o- 
ther ſuch Preachers in that County, having every 


one of them a conſiderable Congregation. By 


theſe Means, many Higklanders, and ſome Popiſh 
Natives, are added to our Church; whereas 
in other Places, where ſuch Care is not taken of 
them, the Natives do not only continue in Popery, 


but 
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but many of the Highlanders are drawn off to fe- 
parate Meetinꝑs, or to the Romiſh Sdperſtition and 
Idolatry. | „ 

la the Year 1792, the Reverend Nicholas Brown, 
Rector of the Pariſnes of Donacavy, Dromore, and 
Roſorry, in the Dioceſe: of Clogher, applied himſelf 
with great. Zeal and Induſtry to the Converſion of 
the Jriſu, being thereunto adviſed and encouraged by 
the preſent Lord Biſhop of Clogher, and alſo aſſiſted 
and countenanced in.it by Audley Mervin Eſquire, 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the County 
of Tyrone. He was a perfect Maſter of the Lan- 
guage, and had a happy Faculty of expreſſing Terms 
of Divinity, and giving them an agreeable Turn 
in Iriſh. He made it his Buſineſs, in the firſt place, 


to gain the Hearts and Affections of the Natives, ⁵³ 


by treating them with great Kindneſs and Huma- 
nity, and particularly by being very charitable to 
the Poor among them. And obſerving, that they 
were wonderfully pleaſed, to hear Divine Service 
in their own Tongue, he took all Opportunities 
of inſtructing them, and adminiſtring tbe Ordi- 
nances of Religion to them in Jriſn, by appnint- 
ing publick Meetings with: them, going to their 
Houſes, and attending them at the Plies, where 
they uſually aſſembled to hear Maſs : He order'd 
Matters ſo, as to be with them juſt'when Maſs was 
ended,-before the Congregation was diſperſed, and 
then he read our Prayers to them in their own 
Language. Upon one of theſe. Occaſions, the Po- 
piſn Prieſt being much troubled to ſee his Con- 
gregation joining in our Service with great De- 
votion and Attention, told them aloud, © That 
« our Church had ſtolen thoſe Prayers from the 
© Church of Rome: To which a grave old Na- 
tire anſwer'd: “ That if it was ſo, they had 7 — 
| tne 


31 
i « the beſt, as Thieves generally do. Mr. Brown's 
d MI Succeſs was, in ſome meaſure, proportioned to 
nis Labours: For he did not only convert many 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church, (who, have continued in 


4 her Communion ever ſince) but alſo drew, the Ge- 
f nerality of his Popiſh Neighbours, into a good 
f liking of our Religion. And becauſe this ſhews 
„ BM how practicable the Converſion of the Jriſh is, 
4 if fit Means be uſed for attaining that End; I 


I ſhall, for the Satisfaction of the Reader, add here 
the undeniable: Teſtimony of ſuch as were Eye- 
IF Witneſſes of his Labours and Succeſs. 


S 3 VV E the Provoſt, Burgeſſes, and the other In- 
„ habitants of the Town of Enistillin, being 
"<<. deſired by the Reverend Mr. Jon Richardſon of 
Ff. Belturber, to certifie what we aſſuredly know 
of the Labours and Succeſs. of the Reverend 
F<. Mr. Nicholas Brown deceaſed, in inſtructing and 
converting the Popiſh Natives of theſe Parts, 
F< by applying to them in the Jriſb Language; 
and being willing to. contribute what in us 
lies, towards fo Ufeful and Charitable a Deſign, 
do hereby certifie, That during the Space of 
Three or Four Years, ending One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Five, which Time the ſaid 
Mr. Brown was an Inhabitant among us, he fre- 
„ quently, and in Summer- time, almoſt every Sun- 
3 © 4ay in the Afternoon, had great Numbers of 
3 << Popiſh Natives conven'd ia ſome convenient 
„Place in, or near the Town; That he always 
„ read ſome Chapters of the Old and New: Te- 
„ ſtament in Jr; to them, and ſaid the Prayers 
« of the Church of England, out of an Iriſh Book 
«© of Common- Prayer; that the People join'd de- 
„ youtly with him, and expreſsd great Satisfa- 

& Aion 
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6305 
* ion at what they heard; that the Popiſh Prieſts 

 * were {6 ſenſible of the Alteration theſe Endea- 
*© yours made upon their People, that they af- 
*< frighted them with unuſual Threatnings ; that 
* however, ſeveral of them became Converts 'to 
* the Proteſtant Religion; and that We verily 
e believe many more would have renounced their 
*© Errors, had the ſaid Mr. Brown continued lon- 
.© ger among them; that from his Removal to his 

_ © Pariſh of Drumore, till the Time of his Death, 
_ © he continued the ſame Endeavours, and ay we 
c are credibly informed, with the ſame or better 
© Succeſs; and that to this Day, the Memory of 
** the ſaid Mr. Brown, is upon that account valu- 
able among the Popiſh Natives of theſe Parts, | 
© as in their common Diſcourſe we have often 
heard them declare. In Teſtimony of the Truth. | 
© hereof, We have hereunto ſet our Hands, and 
<« affixed our Corporation Seal this 28th Day of 
January, Anno Dom. 17011,12. 
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John Forreſt. 
Thomas Ferchar. 
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Robert Finlay. 
George Caſhell. 


Thomas Smith. 
Thomas Roſcrom, 


William Ball, Provoſt. 
Allen Cathcart. 
Robert Clarke. 


Robert Shore. 
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William Browning. 
David Rynd. 

Fohn Rynd. 

Fames Haſſard. 
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Robert Richardſon. 
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© 'F AMES MURPHY of Ryckearn, depoſeth 
« and faith, That be was Servant to the Re- 
« yerend Mr. Nicholas Brown, Rector of the Pa- 
« riſhes' of Roſorry, Drummort, and Donnacavy, in 

« the Years 1904, 1795; 6,7; and part of 8, before 
"his Death; during, which time, the ſaid: Mr, 
© Brown took a great deal of Pains to convert the 
Iriſh Papiſts to the Proteſtant Religion, by read- 
ing the Scriptures and Common-Prayer-Book, 
and converſing with them in their native Lan- 
guage, which ſo pleaſed the Iriſh, that they aſ- 
* ſembled themſelves in great Numbers to hear 
© them, whenever he gave them Notice thereof, 
and always heard and received his Inſtructions 
with Thankfulneſs and Satisfaction. And His 
Endeavours had the Effect of gaining ſeveral to 
the Proteſtant Religion, whoſe Parents, Rela- 
tions, and themſelves always before went to 
Maſs; of which Number he knows Ten, viz. 
John Hoin, Bryan Mac Alanus, Paul Keaveny now 
in the Army, if alive, and Daniel Farrel, Eli- 
zabeth Gallagher, Catherine Reily, Sarah Clery, 
an Mac Cadan, Catherine Clery, and Patrick 
. Aurphhy, and this Deponent; all which have gone 
ſince to Church: There was alſo one Patrick 
Doegberty which Mr. Brown brought from Maſs 
to Church, and continued in the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion while he ſtayed in this Country; and I 
believe does ſo ſtill, if alive: That in the Pariſh 
of Drummore, there were more did turn from 
F< Maſs to the Proteſtant Religion, whoſe Names 
he remembers not, but if there is Occaſion for 
eit, can get their Names; he further faith, that 
he verily believes, if Mr. Brown had lived a' few 
Years longer, and had Health to proſecute his 
Endeavours, he would have gained great —_ 
+ | 6% rs 


* 


ES 


1 


C44) * 

«bers of the fe Roman Catholicks to ſthe 
proteſtant Religion, ſeveral of them declaring 
« in his Hearing, that they were always kept in 
„the Dark by their Prieſts, but that this Man 
“ ſhewed them the Light, and ſaid nothing but 

what was good, and what they underſtood. | 


his | 
Mark. | 


4/4 James 


ef January 24th, 1711» | 
lames Murphy, 4 Perſon of a good Character, ani 
' hnown in this Corporation, came voluntary before me. 
and made Oath en the Holy - Evangeliſt of the Tru 
of the above Certificate. | 


m 
William Ball, -Provoſt 
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To the Reverend Mr. John Richardſn al 
_ 


Eniskillen, January 24, 1711, 12, ö 1 
Reverend Sir, | . 3 
„T Had the Favour of yours, by your Bro 
„ ther, wherein yon deſired me to ſignifi 
& to you what I know of Mr. Brown's Endes 
& vours to convert the Jriſh Papiſts in this Couny 
try, which I frequently heard him ſpeak of, an 
& will relate to you, as jultly as I can: He ha 
- * Intimation given to the Jriſþ hereabouts, thi 
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„ ſuch an Impreſſion 80 4M 

« Mr. Brown to meet "Them" ont 
on ſeveral Sunday 95 0 n „that the 2 

regation encreard more tian expected, and 
attended him duly, till the Popiſh Prieſts in the 
k 4 Neighbourhood, cing alarm'd at it, us d ſome 
i — to take em 10x By ; (notwithſtanding this) 
there was a pretty good Congregation, when- 
ever he was able to go to em: Had not a 
4 Load of Diſtempers, he laboured under, con- 
find, him, to his Houſe, a long time before he 
« dy'd, I doubt not but his Attempts in bringing 
over the Iriſh, wou'd have been ſucceſsful ; for 
be. was à Man of an exemplary Life and Con- 
8 < verſation, that underſtood the Jriſb Tongue, and 
had Abilities and Inclinations to do good Ser- 
vice that way. I waited on him ſeveral times 


4 « in his. laſt. Sickneſs ; he was pleas gd to commu- 


* nicate his Thoughts ro me about the Conver- 
« ſion of the Iriſh, which he ſeem'd to have a 
« moſt tender Concern for, and told me, that if 
c the Convocation wou'd be pleas'd to take it in- 
© to their Conſideration, and u d prevail on 
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1 5 ag and at bis Expence) 
1%, tranſlated/into ro which 1 lately ſaw. in Ma- 
4 nuſcript among his Papers; the Characters are 
* fairly Written, 11 the, Tranſlation as I'm in- 
0. form id) is exact: 1 preſume it may be had for 
< a, reaſonable Conſideration; if you think *cwilll 
be for, your, Purpoſe, pray let me know it, and 7 
ce Pl endeavour to eee it for N55 on as eaſie 
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1703. ther ſawing. , Reſolution, 457 
wok : therDower fact eV oft 
Convocation. 8 N AH mm NW 5 div 
5 RD 1 It cif! 5 $5 Wee. 10 * 
5 Efotved, That the — the 
[Converſion of che Fapiſts df. this Kiapdori 
« 118 Work of 'preat!ÞPiety and Charity; = 
ce der td which, it is the” Opinion of this "Houſe; 
et that Preachers, in all che Dioceſes of this Ning 
4 dom, breaching” in the 7#5þ Tongue, wou'd be? 
<« great Means of their Converſion.” And thete- 
% fore that Application be made to the moſt Ne- 
verend, Righec Reverend the Lords Arch! 
© biſhoþs and Biſhops, that they take into their 
Conſideration, whit: Number of ſuch Preach- 
&« ers will be neceſſary in every . N and _ 
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Nes, Graces and, Lordhbips a, ns z 


"TE think e Ae e the g 
ſion of ris * cummendable. 
„ And as to Pipi Ai dhe Teague, We 
* think" it uſeful where it by pra icable. |: - 
Mils! 3 Ne ert TILES!) 
The 'Reverend? Mr. alter ke, Treu ſurer 
of the Cathedral Church of Cleyre, and Vicat 
of the Pari of AMudleton, in the County of 
Cork; and Dioceſe of "Cleyne, was the next who” 
put his Hand ſtrenuouſſy to this Work; where- 
of 'T had the following Account from himtelf: 
Soon after he was toHlated, he ſet himfelf to ac- 
quire a competent Knowledge i in the Jriſb Tongue, 
0 which he was hot altogether a Stranger before. 
C 3 Then 
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ir Veld aides in ithe Lord's; Prayers. and the Re- 
befdre it. And eng ef them. was heard: 
to. ſay at aiBurial ; "roy on bu th _— 
_ Cathedral + "That if. have. 
vice always, go nd more EY 
In 0 of reg bis Labour of — —.— 
came ſo aeceptable to t eaves, that nt 
fat him, of their 2 4 arts of 
his Parifh, in baptixe theit Children, to viſit their 
Sick, to bury their Dead, to Church their Wo- 
men, ſolemnize 2 7 to ſuch of them 
as were 19 D.. 9 — hath 
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or Po dich Prieſt ſo little to Fond in his Pariſh, 125 
the Chief. ot the Natives, 4. deſired. him 
4 8 to forbear marrying d many ef them; becauſe 
this being an 2 of great: Front: 725 
2 ph. Clergy; the 4 — 
* af Bread, if it were taken 2 
Huth been. Mr. Arkjns's Practice for Grer Ya, 
on he canine it with * ſame Suocrls 
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Anno Domini 1709. The Upper-Houſe ſent a 
very pious and. charitable Meſſage to the Lower- 


roam of Convocacion, with the Contents of which 
n they very readily complied in the following man- 
. ner. 1, Yr #1 2A. 7 * 23 
"1 1 2 1 
Fr: Seſſio 1662. Die Mercurii Imo. viz, Jani, 
1 F Anno Dom. 1709. NF 7 33s 6 

= | | = 
According to the Order of the Day, the Pro- 
4 Jocutor with his Aſſeſſors, went to the Upper- 
© Houſe with the following Meſſage. 2 
S „1 am commanded by the Lower-Houſe of 
F Convocation, to give Your Graces and Lord - 
A 4 © ſhips their humble Thanks for Your Meſſage 
f MMF relating to Recuſants, and for the great Regard 
Tr gg You were pleaſed to expreſs therein, for the 
- Lover-Houſe of Convocation : And to acquaint 
i Your Graces and Lordſhips, That they will pro- 
| << cecd in that important Work you have recom- 
* RF mended to them, with all the Expedition that 
„ ga Matter of ſuch Moment will admit of. And 
g foon returning, he fi 


7 gory that in Obedience 
to the Command of this Houſe, he waited on 
„the Lords of the * with the above 
Meſſage, but received no Anſwer. 

2 The Reverend Dean Cox, made the following Re- 
\ from the Committee, to conſider the Paper 
ſent down from the Lords laſt Seſſion, which be- 
ing again publickly read and debated Paragraph 
by Paragraph, the ſame was agreed to with ſome 
Amendments. | | 
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6 paſſion, the Condition of the Recuſants 


« of this Kingdom, and conceivin great . Hopes 


« from the preſent juncture of Affairs, that many 


of them may be prevailed upon to join them- 
c ſelves in Communion - with the eſtabliſhed 
© Church, do think themſelves obliged to thank 
« God for putting ſuch a favourable Opportuni- 
«'ty into their Bands, and to uſe more than or- 
« dinary Endeavours at this Time to improve it. 

. * This. being a Matter of great Concern to all 


& Proteſtants, and particularly to the Clergy of 
this Kingdom, requires the united Application 


C 


/ wv 


of them all, and highly deſeryes the moſt ſe- 
, rious Thoughts of the Convocation. 

And therefore this Honſe hath thought fit to 
& call in the Aſſiſtance of their Brethren of the 
* Lower-Houſe, and do with all Earnęſtneſs re- 
« commend td them the Conſideration ' of this 
„ weighty Affair, deſiring them to draw up ſuch 


©; 


"a 


— 


de ſants, as may be moſt perſwaſive and effectual, 
„and to communicate to this Honſe, as there 
©* ſhall be Occaſion, the Progreſs made in this 
& charitable Work, that by God's Bleſſing on our 


«© joint Labours, it may be brought to Perte- 


* Aion. 
“he Biſhops are at preſent, ſo engaged by their 


« conſtant Attendance in Parliament, that they 


have more than ordinary Occaſion at this Time, 
& for the Aſſiſtance of the Lower-Houſe, to p re- 


6 * 15 Houſe conſidering, with great Com- 


Arpuments as may be moſt convincing, and to 
e propoſe ſuch Methods of addreſſing to Recu- if 


* 
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The R files agrted to concerning the faid. Paper, 
by the BENE Tye of 0 o vocgtian. 7 : 


40 «© Reſolved; That the Houſe ſhould be bead 
c to appoint Three Members to - conſider. of, and 


== © draw up in the ſhorteſt. and -Plaineft Method, 


„ ſuch Arguments as may ,be-moſt proper to de 
( offered to Popiſh Recuſants with all conveni- 
« ent Expedition. dy y 
c Reſolved, That every Member of this Houſe, 
« who ſhall think fit to ſuggeſt any e 
oper to be made uſe of on this Occaſion, ſhall 
* 4 be Les deſired to communicate the ſame as ſoon. as 
4 » 1 in Writing, to che Perſons ſo SPPAINt- 
e. 5 
= < Reſolved, That the Holy, Bible, and Lityr 61 
IT < of the, Church, be printed in the riſb Lan- 
„ guage in the Exgliſþ Character. 
. «© Reſolved, That ſome Perſon. may be appoint- 
( ed to prepare a Short Expoſition. of the Church 
« Catechiſm, particularly fitted for the Inſtructi- 


on of the Popiſh Recufants, and that the lame 


te be printed in Jriſh and Engliſh. 

C Reſolved, Fhat ſome fit Perſons may be pro- 

& yided and encouraged to Preach, Catechize, and 
« perform Divine Service in the Iriſh Tongue, 

« at ſuch Times and Places as the Ordinary of 


. each Dioceſe, with the Conſent of the Incum- 


dent of the Pariſh where ſuch Offices ſhall be 

g performed, ſhall direct. | 
2 Reſolved, That ſuch Clergymen of each 
c Dioceſe as are 5 by their skill in the 
% Iriſh Language, for this Work, and are wil- 
ce — to undertake, i it, may have The Preference, 
ok 


42 ) | 
«= not only in their own Pari but i in a other 
« Parts of the Dioceſe. 1 * 
« Refolved, That ſach prieſts 25 are © comerted 
from the Pop iſh Religion, and are judged to be 
ualified for this 3 by the Beider of 
e Dioceſe, may rticularly employed i = 
and be Lo bs by ſome Addition 
0 f Allowance already ſectied-0n- them. by AQ 
te of Parliament, as they ſhall approve themſelves. 
« by their Diligence therein. 
KReſolved, That in order to ſupply the C 
o 2 ſuch Clerg — as ſnall be employed in this 
Work, or _ form the ſame where there are 
oo . Beneficed gymen, nor converted Prieſts MM 
„ qualified for it, 2 or more Miniſters ſhall be 
rovided in each Nioceſe, who ſhall be engaged | 
jn the Service of no particular Cure. 
* Refolved, That the Miniſters of each Pariſh, 
& « be required to make a Return of the Number of 
« popiſn Families within their reſpective Pariſhes, 
0 the Biſhop of the 5 in Three Vears. 
* 'Refolved, That to defray t he Char es of pur- 
& ſuing the Meafures laid down in the fo rego- 


« to make ſuch Proviſion as they ſhall judge ne- 
s ceſſary. A 
ce Reſolved, That Application be made to Her 
“ Majeſty, for granting Letters Patents to Erxect 
t&© a Corporation capable of receiving and dif] | 
« ſing charitable Contributions, for promoting 
«© the Converſion of Papiſts in this Kingdom. 


Beſides the former Means, we muſt not omit to 
mention thoſe which have been lately uſed in 
the College of Dublin, to promote the Conver- 
ſion of the Irif. The Reverend Dr. Hall, pre. 
ent 


t ing. Reſolutions, the Parliament be woe to, | 2 


aur Vice - Provoſt, ſupported for ſome Time, at 
is own Charge, one Denny, to teach Iriſh pri- 
ately to ſich of the Scholars as had a Deſire to 
earn that Language. And the prefent Arch-Biſhop 
pf Dublin did, and doth ſtill encourage Mr. Lyniger, 
o tegch it publickly: There is alſo a ſmall Al- 
Wowence ſettled! in that Houſe for a few Natives, 
= which, if more were added by the pious 
Wharity of Perſons diſpoſed to encourage this 
ork, and a conſtant- Salary ſettled for an Iriſh 
ecturer, there might be a ſufficient Number of 
Scholars trained up within a few Years, to in- 
truct the Popiſh Natives in their own Language. 
ad as it is much in the Power of that venerable 
Wocicty, to do great Service to Religion this way, 
tte worthy and learned Provoſt and Fellows 
bereof, have ſhewed their good Diſpoſitions, to 
s their Parts in promoting this good Work, by 
antributing liberally towards the Support of the 
a Lyniger, and by giving him the following 
W&-crrificate, towards procuring him farther Encou- 
gement; which I thought fit to inſert here, not 
oubting but the Judgment and Opinion of fo 
Eminent a. Body, will carry its due Weight and 
Influence along with it. 


2 1 WI the Provoſt and Fellows of Trinity 
Y 6 College, Dublin, do certifie, That Mr. 
charles Lyniger hath, for the Space of Three 


ou 


2 


Fears laſt paſt; with our Conſent and Appro- 


“ bation, taught many of the Students in the ſaid 
© College the 1r;ſþ Language, who have made a 
« conſiderable Progreſs therein. And we are 
„ humbly of Opinion, That if the ſaid Work 
were promoted and encouraged, it might prove 
cc 4 
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« a Means, by God's Blefling, to convert the 0 
Natives, and aa them Her in the Eſtabli 
8 Church. 1 01 Sr Hö: 
— Naa 15 3 Nich .vid 5180 
Nuo. 1, 1711. 1 16 1 2633 tes 
* Benjamin Pratt roch 1 10 
re | 1 — Hall. 31e 
Nichard idee. e 
Claud. Gilbert. 
Vic hol as Forſter. 
John El mood. £47 OV 
ee cee, 30D 
- Matthew French. | 578 ay — 

'4n ike Beginning of 1910, when | moſt of the 
Popiſh Prieſts in Ireland had, by dechning the 
Oath of Abjuration, render'd themſelves liable to 
great Penalties, if they exerciſed their Function 
they forbore, for the greateſt Part, to perforni 
any Religious Offices: So that for ſome Tine 1 
their People went to no publiek Worſhip, and 
many of their Children wanted Baptiſm. TZ 
occaſioned great Complaints and Murmurin 2-9 
mong the Viſb, and brought ſevere Reflections 7 
from ſome . Proteſtants; - It ſeemed” to be hard 
Uſage, to deny them the Uſe of their own Re! I 
ligion, and ſupp! pp them with no other; by which il 
Means, they either be abandoned to utter 5 
Darkneſs and Barbarity, or Sven up as a Prey o 4 
Veceirers. 

Therefore, to prevent this, ſome Clergymen of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, applied themſelves, in 23 
that ſcaſonable juncture, to the Converſion of 
the Jriſi. They performed Divine Offices to them 
with good Succeſs, For the People attended with 
great Devotion, and expreſſed mueh Satisfaction WW 

at 


— — 


4 
4 4 
* 
1 
4) 
1 
9 5 
1 
21 — 4 
7 * 
0 : 
| 
* 
0 | 
. «7 
1! o 
* 
7 þ \ 
} \ 4 
51 
4 ” 
"4 i 
14 by 
10 
1 | N 
'M 4 : 
- 3 
(hp . 
1 l | 
p 
i 4 5 
19 ® 4 
7 — 
vo 
l '4 
3 '4 
T 14 ? 
U ** 
6 „ N 
14 + 
11 . 


+ 
l W. 
\| j 
4 : 
* * * 
ei 
N. 
1 
* [ 
þ N 
+ - » 4% 
| 4% 
, » ip 
\ 
4,7 1 
o o 4 #9 
0 [ 
_ | * 
4 
1 5 
d 4 , 
„ 
1 
\ 
U 
ay 
bk, . 
* * 
4 
} . 
- 1 
o 1 f 
: 
- : , . 
b . 
I 
N, 


2 
ö 


ard 


1 
— 
- 


at the hearii gur Prayers in their own Language 
It was a .joyt 5 prizg to them, and like gi- 
ving Sight io the Blind. They openly declared, 
That our Publick Service was very good: Thar 
they liked Jriſþ Prayers much better than Latin: 
That they diſapproved of Praying in an unknown 
Tongue: An Ibo their own Prieſts were taken 
om them, they would join in our Worſhip, 
ic were celebrated in their own Lan Sade Some 
of them were obſer ved to be much ed, and 
highly pleaſed, when the Word of God (which re- 
goiceth the Heart, and enlightneth the Eyes, Plal. XIX. 
8.) was read to them: And it was very remark- 
able, that two Men, of thirty Years at Ieaſt, were 
ſo much taken with it, that they bought Frimmers, 
and learned to read, that ſo they might be able 
to ſearch the Scriptures themſelves. © 
This good Beginning giving Grounds to hope, 
that further Endeavours of this kind would 
not be vain and fruitleſs among them, one of 
the forementioned Clergymen bought a Font of 


2 I [Triſh Types in London, in order to print the Bible, 
"8 Licurgy, and ſuch other Books in the 1riſb Lan- 
2-= - Enage, as might be neceſſary or uſeful for their 


nverſion: And a 3 to this Purpoſe being 
drawn up, and laid before ſeveral noble and wor- 
thy Perſons of Great Britain and Jreland, they ap- 
proved af 'the ſame, deſiring that thoſe Books 


ter f ſhould be printed with all Expedition, by Sub- 


0 ſcription, and offering to contribute towards the 


defraying the Charge of the Preſs. ' 
But this Affair immediately took another Turn, 
and was ſet on a much better Foot (as it is hoped) 
by the good Advice and Aſſiſtance of the Honour- 
able Francis . Anneſley Eſq, of Lincolns-Inn-Fields, 
| Who was pleaſed at firſt, and ever ſince, with 
Zeal 


Teal and Charity, 
lities and Quali ca | 
| 1 of ſetting fo 8 
e was firſt — avs with the Dehen, he 

proved of it, and offered to he a Con 
and withal adviſed, that, (the Converlion of flis 
Iriſh being a Work {o neceſſary to be {et about, 
and of ſo great Advantage to theſe Kingdoms, 
for the better and more effeQual carrying of 
it on, it was requiſite, it ſhould be done at I 
8 Charge; and that he did not doubt, 

ut his Cres the Duke of Ormond, Lord Lieu- 

_ tenant. of Ireland, would both encourage and ſip- 
port it himſelf : And would alſo intercede wjrh 
the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, to favour and 
cheriſh ſo uſeful and expenſive an Undertaking, 
with Her Royal 'Countenance and Encourage- v 

"I order w this Affair upon ſo good a Foyn 4 
In order to Jay l 0 a Foyn- 
dation, he recommended , it to the Right Honour- 
able Mr. RY Secretary of State for Freland, 
who ap of the Delign, and declaring ic 
was his lief, that it woul 1 acceptable to 
the Duke of Ormond, the bro was 'enlarged, 

ſo as to. comprehend 705 that was 1 1 

ed _requigte towards, ach of the Tri W 
Then it was laid be 5 5 Lord Biſhop o Ki - = 

and ſeveral of the Nobility, Clergy, and gen- 

try of Ireland, who conſented that it id! be pre- 
ſented to the Duke of Ormond, in their Names: 
— it was ern ſubmitted to the Con- 
deration of che Right Honourable the Tal 1 1 
Angleſey, Jon! 1 de ve the Peſig 4 
very fair Prelpelt, it being mch | 

to . ut the favourable © igion and 
Crounfepance of an Eminent Peer of To PO preas, an 

er- 
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Underſtanding, and of ſo remarkable a Diſpoſi- 

tion to ote every good Work, would have 
its due Influence upon other s. f 
When Things were thus prepared, the follow- 
ing Memorial was preſented to the Duke of Or- 


„ 
& = 


A ao RR 


or 


To His Grace IAM ES Duke of OR ON o, 
Lord Lieutenant General, and General 
Governour of Trelaud. * ä 


The Humble MEMORIAL of ſeveral of 
the Nobility of Ireland, the Lord Biſbop of 
Killmore, and ſeveral of the Gentlemen and 


' Clergymen of that Ring dom. 


RY Tr 


4 1k 14 nothing tends more effectr- 
©. il Wi ally to promote the Common Welfare 
it | « of Ireland, than the Converſion of the . Popiſh 
o Natives to the Proteſtant Religion; whereb 

d, « the Engliſb Intereſt wou'd be better ſecured, 


« Trade and Induſtry encreaſed, and both the Spi- 
tc ritual and Temporal Good of the 1riſh them- 
&« ſelves advanced in that Kingdom. And whereas, 
in order to obtain theſe Yappy Ends, ſeveral 
* Laws have been lately made in Ireland, to diſ- 
% courage and weaken Popery in that Kingdom, 
c and one Statute particularly hath been-enaQed 
« to prevent the Succeſſion of Popiſh Clergy, 
e by virtue whereof, the Number of opt 

* Prieſts is already ſenſibly decreaſed in it; 

and it is probable, that in ſome Counties, the 

© whole Succeſſion may be extin& within a few 
K Years. And whereas the Natives, where Teial 

| cc t 
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&« kth been dec? have- ex Satisſa⸗ 
4 ction upon heariris Divine Service perform'd in 
their own Tongue And laſtly, whereas there 
Are no printed Books of Religion (except a very 
few. Bibles, and Common-Prayer-Books) now 
« extant in Iriſh; therefore that our Pure and 
Holy Religion may be propagated among them, 
* by, Evangelical and 3 Means, and that 
_ « iv. many Souls may not be abandoned to utter 
<«: Tpnorance, lafdelity and Barbarity on the 

<« one ſide, or left a Prey to Deceivers on the 
other; 5 it is | humbly l as follow- 

. 1 ſome Numbers of Ner-Teſtawents 

< *  Common-Prayer-Books,. Catechiſms and 
oy N 5 ſitions thereon, Whole Duty of Man, 
ſelect Sermons upon the principal Points 

44 bf Religion, be tranſlated and printed in the 
_ * Triſh Character and Tongue; in order to which, 
« the only Set of "Iriſh Characters now in Byi- 
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be diſtributed in the Iriſh Families that can 

& read, but eſpecially be given to ſuch Miniſters 

"Cas mall endeavour to convert them, and to 
— give chem a tzue and practical Senſe of Reli- 4 
| gion. 3 
II. That the whole Nation may in Time * 


< ty-Sehools be erected in every Pariſh in Jrelaza, 
WU for the Inſtruction of the I1riſþ Children gratis, 
in the En eliſh Tongue, and e Catechiſm, and 4 
« Religion of the Church of Hreland. 
| Il. That in order to the carrying on the fore- 
going Deſigns, in the preceding or any other 
25 ; Methods that ſhall be thought _— pro- 
„ more 


cc rain, is bought already, and that thoſe Books ³ 


made both Proteſtant and Engliſh, That Chari- 


«* mote the ſame, — bo: od out — 
« Her Majeſty, conſtituting an Incorporated 509. 
. Gery of the ee poſed to ſo gobd a Work, 
„ contiſting of the Primate. of all /reland; as 
« Preſident, the Areh-Biſhops and Biſhops, ſomt 
« of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentr of Tre- 
& land; empowering them to take Subſcrip 
receive Benefactions, make Purchaſes, and ho 
1 Courts and Conſultations for the more effectual 
promoting of the ſame. e. 
a V. * That ſuch of the Lords Arch-Biſhops, 
and Biſhops of Jreland, as Your Grace thinks 
fit, be conſulted about this Propoſal z and if 
they approve of the ſame, that with their Ad- 


ts g“ vice and Concurrence, a Petition be drawn up 
d g and preſented to Her Majeſty, for conſtituting 


+ ſuch an Inc 
„ 7; Papiſts. 


May it therefore pleaſe Your Grace to coun- 

tenance and encourage this Undettaking, 

in ſuch manner as in Your. great Wiſ⸗ 
dom Your Grace may think fit. ; 


rated Society for converting the 


8 The Duke gave it a very kind Reception, ex- 
reſſing his good Intention to give it all the En- 
FE ouragement, that might be expected from him. 
nd that no Time might be loſt, he ſent it to 

F-cland, with a favourable Letter in its behalf, 
the Lords Juſtices, deſiring that they might 
ay it before the Lord Primate, and the Arch- 
Biſhops and Biſhops then in Dublin, for their O- 
pinion as to the Uſefulneſs of the Work, and 
hat were fit to propoſe to Her Majeſty therein. 


D Their 


E Their Graces and Bordſhips. expreſſed in cher 
Anſwer,” Their good Thoughts of the Subject 
Mattôf laid before them; but withal intimated, 
chat ie would require the Help, and Advice of 
2 Banton. I .30501974 * 
And thetefore, in order to prepare Matters for 
ehols venerable Bodies, the Duke of Oymond ob- 
tained a Licenſe from Her NMajeſty to the Con- 
vocation; among other Points; to conſider of, and 
agree upon the moſt pre and effectual Me- 


» 


tds to de uſed, for the Cotvetſion of the J-iſh. | 
And it was thought adviſeable, That the whole 

Affair ſnbuld he Rid before the Queen; in hope 
that Her Majeſty's Countenante and Authority 
Would be very effetual towards promoting the 


Deſign, and making it a general Work through- 9 


4 


out the Kingdom. To this End, the enſuing A 
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Petition was preſented to Her Majeſty. 4 
th TY 7 N 22 n 4 
To the Q EE N's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 4 


e Hunble P ETI TION of «s your Ma- 
jects, whoſe Names are underwritten ; 7 


ft 

* N 
= 
1 
70 13 | 


 HumBLY SHEWETH, | 3 


te FTTHAT whereas the Want of the neceſſa - 
„ | ry Means of propagating the Proteſtant 
„Religion among the Natives of Ireland, hath 3 
« given Poptſh Prieſts and Jeſuits great Advan- 
* tage of keeping the ſaid Natives in their Error 
< and Superſtitions, and in a blind Obedience 
“ to the Foreign Juriſdiction of the Church 0 © 
„% Rome; and alſo hath given them an Opportu- 
* nity of corrupting them with Principles, and 

= © - exciting 


c 


OTA) 
i e 
nern F UNECE Yr 1 190 oe LEE 
* exciting them to Praftices of 2 dangerons 
„ Conſequence to Your, Majeſty's ſacred Perſon 


" and. Government. 98 F 
« And whereas the Conyerſion of the Natiyes 
of Vreland to the Proteſtant Religion, is a Work. 
which, beſides the great. and many Benefits, both 
„ Spiritial and Temporal, which wou'd thereby 
„ accrue, to themſelves, muſt alſo, bring a con- 
„ able Addition to the Arenen of Vour 
. Majeſty's Imperial Crown, and Mod d tend very 
e moch to preferve, and promote the Security and 
= © Tranquillity of Your Britiſn Subjects in that 
Kingdom, and to encreaſe the Wealth and Im- 
y KL provement thereof, e 
And whereas divers Laws wad, been lately 
h 


* * 


„ made to weaken the Popiſh Intereſt in Traland, 
» and one particularly to extinguiſh the Succeſ: 
Xx © ſom of the Popiſh Clergy; It is to be hoped, 
that by the Divine Bleſſeng, the Means may 
prove ſucceſsful for n TOE IPD Ends 
for which they were intended, if they be in 
F< doe time ſeconded with proper Methods of in- 
ſtructing the 7riſb, and of converting them from 
„ hats 2 And Bieres ſeveral of the — 
“ bilicy, Bi rey, and Gentry of Ireland; 
“ and 3 Your Nasty good Subjets have, 
in this ſeaſonable Juncture, ſhewed- their good 
dDiſpoſitions to apply themſelves, heartily to 
this Work, and are very deſirous that thoſe 
Helps and Encauragements may be given to 
it which are neceſſary to make it a general 

Work throughout the Kingdom. 
= © And whereas, not only to the Beginning, but. 
( alſo to the carrying on this Work, it will be 
„ erequiſite, that Miniſters and Catechiſts, duly 
:* qualified to inſtruct them, be provided and en- 
D e courage 


(- $2 YL 


 & couraged to be ſent among them; that neceſſa- 
* ry Books bY prince boy cher inſtrudtion, in 


* the Principles of true Religion; and that Cha- 
« rity Schools be erected Jikewiſe, for inſtructing 
« their Children gratis, in the Engliſh Tongue, 
« and in the Proteſtant Religion. 
* And whereas it is humbly conceived, That if 
& Your Majeſty would be pleaſed to conſtitute, 
« by Your Royal Charter, an incorporated So- 
« tiety for promoting the Copverſion of the Jriſh, 
«& and their Inſtruction in ſuch Principles as will 


< retain them in due Obedience to Your Maje- 4 


« ſty, it would be the moſt effectual Means of 
« artaining the ſame: —_ |! 8 
And whereas the Divine Providence ſeems 
* to have reſerved ſo great and ſo good a Work, 
ce to be one of the peculiar Glories of Your” Ma- 
te jeſty's moſt Jappy RAgn. 5 
May it there | 
& Majeſty, to Erect, Conſtitute, and Appoint by 
« Your Royal Charter, a Corporation, by the 
* Name and Title of the (Society for propagating 


ce the True Reformed Religion, as it is eſtabliſhed Þ 
in the Kingdom of Ireland, among the Popiſh Na- 
< tives thereof) empowering the ſaid Society to 
“ Coftet, Receive, Manage, and Diſpoſe of the 
« Charity of all ſuch Your Majeſty's good Sub- 
« "jets, as will contribute to this good Work, to 
make Purchaſes, to Implead, and be Implead- 
< ed, and to hold Courts and Conſultations con- 
e cerning the foreſaid Purpoſes, and granting 
4e them ſuch other Liberties and Privileges, as 
may be requiſite for the better carrying on the 
* ſaid pious and charitable Deſigns. And may 
de jt pleaſe Your Majeſty, to give ſach further 
« Help and Encouragement, to the carrying on ſo 

i exponſive 


re pleaſe Your moſt Sacred 


b F 

„% 
« expenſive an Undertaking, as according to Vor r 
ec Kon. Wiſdom, and moſt exemplary 1ety and 
te Charity, Your Majeſty may think fit. 


And we Your Majeſty's moſt ' Loyal and 
moſt Dutiful Subjects, as in Duty bound, 


ſhall ever pray. 


Abergorn, 
Barrymore. 
Bellamont. 
Charlemount. 


Clor. Skeffington. - 
P. Savage. 

John Percival. 
James Butler. 
Theyph. Butler. 
Robert Echlin. 


H. Sankey. 

Owen Wynn, 
Robert Cope. 
Theodore Maurice. 
B. Butler. 


Jo. Magill. 
Samuel Dopping. 
Ja. Butler. 
Charles Mellvil. 
P. Ward. 

T homas Veſey. 
Ar. Charleton. 
Thomas Butler. 


Henry 


. 


King. 
George Houghton. 
K. Tight. 
Hunph. Matthews. 
R. Bourgh. 
George Leſlie. 
George Gledſtanes. 
John Cole. 
Mount. Blundel. 
Robert Cooly. 
Jonathan Swift. 
Richard Steele. 
H. enry Jenny. 
Fo. CY ichton. : 
Pa. Fox. © 

Boyl Smith. 
Owen W nn. ; 
W. Phillips. 
Hen. Singleton. 
Mer. Guyllym. 
Rich. Fitzgerald. 
Matthew Cuff. 
Foſ. Harres. 
Arch. Stewart. 
Joh. Coote. 

Foh. Dunbar . 
John Richardſon: 


D Z The 


540 
+ The; Subje&. Matter of the petition was recom? 
mended to .the Queen by the Arch-Biſhop of Tork, 
and the Duke of Ormond. And Her Majeſty be- 
ing entirely diſpoſed to countenance ind Encou- 
rage ſo Religious a Deſign, receiyed it very 
gracionfly, and order'd the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland to make a Report of it. In this JunQure, 
many Objections were made to the Memorial and 
Petition; and it was: ſuggeſted by ſeyeral Perſons 
of Ireland, to ſome of High Station here, that the 
Methods therein propoſed for ſettirig forward the 
Converſion, of the 1rjſh, were cantrary to Law, 
deſtroctive of the Engliſh Intereſt, and inconſiſtent 
with the Juriſdiction of Biſhops, and the Autho- 
rity of. Synods and Convocations. And although 
theſe Objections were wholly grounded upon a 
wrong View, that was taken of the Memorial, and 
dad not any Foundation in Scripture, Law, or Rea- i 
ſon ; yet it was thought expedient, that = Any 3 
ther Progreſs in this Affair ſhould be de 9 
until the Senſe and judgment of the Convocation 
about it ſnould be known; and likewiſe until 
Trial ſhould be made, whether the Patliament 
wou'd Countenance and Encourage it. 42 
While theſe Endeayours were uſed in England, 
to promote the Converſion of the Jr;ſh, the Lord 1 
Archbiſhop of Armagh, and his Clergy, joined in a 
Subſcription, for maintaining two Miſſionaries to 
preach in Jriſh to the Natives in the. Dioceſe of 
Armagh. The Lord Biſhop of Derry, and his Clergy, 
did the ſame for the Dioceſe of Derry; where their 
Miſſionaries, as I have been told, have ſucceeded | 
in gaining ſome Proſelytes to our Church, and 
in bringing many more into a good liking of our 
Service. Byt has no certain Account, what 
Progreſs the former hape made in this Work. Ry, 


65) 

As Pon as the Convocation nt. the Lower- 
Houſe entered upon Conſidetation of this Affair; 
and although the End propoſed, ai. The Conver- 
ſion of the Iriſh, was highly approred of by every 
one; yet the Opinions about the Means of atram- 


ing it, were very various and diſſerent 3 which c- 


calioned great Delay, inſomuch that the Time, 


for making Application to the Parliament, for 2 


Fund to carry on the Work, being almoſt ſpent; 
the Right Honourable Charles e Neil Eſquire, a 
worthy Member of the Houfe of Commons, at the 
Requeſt of a Well- wiſher to the Deſign, moved, 
That the Converſion of the Jriſh ſhould be taken 
into their Conſideration. Upon Which, a Com- 
mittee was. immediately appointed, yemine contra- 
dicente, to conſider of this Matter, and to make 
a Report of it to the Houſe. When the Report 
was made, the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
ſhewed ſo zealous a Diſpoſition to do what might 
be expected from them, towards promoting and 


q encouraging the Converſion of the Iriſh that I 


ſhould fail in paying that Reſpect which is juſtly 


4 due to them, if 1 ſhonld negle& here to inſert 


the Pious and Charitable Reſolutions, which they 
came to in this Matter, and which are as follow. 


& Mr. O Neile reported from the Committee 
c appointed to conſider. of proper Methods for 
* Converting the Popiſn Natives of this Kingdom 
* tothe Eſtabliſhed Church, That they had come 
eto ſeveral Reſolutions in the Matter to them rc, 
© ferred, which he read in his Place, and after 
e delivered at the Table, where the ſame were 
again read, and ſeveral of them were diſ- 
agreed to, and ſeveral others were agreed to 
* by the Houſe with ſaumne Amendments,” and 


| © thoſe agreed to are as follow. 


D 4 & Reſolve, 


(56). 
, Reſolved,'Phat it is the Opinion of this Com- 
< mittee, That the Converſion of the Popiſh Na- 
Lives of this Kingdom to the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
<& ligion, is a Work ſo pious and charitable, and 
N ſo much to promote the Publick Wel- 
fare of this —_— that it is worthy of the 
« Countenance and Encouragement of this Houſe, 
; Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this 
« Committee, That in Order to the Converſion 
« of the Popiſh Natives of this Kingdom, to the 
e Eſtabliſh'd Religion, it will be requiſite that 
ce a- competent Number of Miniſters duly quali- 
ce fied to inſtruct them, and perform the Offices 
of Religion to them in their own Language, 
& be provided and encouraged by a ſuitable Main- 
„ee. | = 
. Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Com, 
“ mittee, That a ſufficient Number of Charity- 
Schools be. — for the Inſtruction of the 
4 Popiſh Children gratis, in the Engliſh Tongue, 
and the Eſtabliſtd Religion. 9 i 3 
Reſolved, . That it is the Opinion of this Come 
„ mittee, That the Honſe be moved, that Heads 
& of a Bill be brought in, to promote and en- 
courage the Converſion of the Popiſh Natives 
c of this Kingdom. | 
- ,, Order'd, That Leave be given to bring in Heads | 
« of a Bill 
ce be referred to the ſame Committee, to prepare 
« and bring in the ſame. ; 
„ Mr. O Neil reported alſo, That the ſaid Com- 
« mittee had come to a further Reſolution, viz. 
Reſolv d, That it is the Opinion of this Commit- 
« tee, That the Reverend John Richardſon, Clerk, 
„ baving taken great Pains in Converting the Po- 
. piſh Natives of this Kingdom, That the — 
wy ae 


on the ſaid Reſolutions, and that it 


© be moved to addreſs his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
* tenant, to recommend the faid Mr. Richardfqn 
© to Her Majeſty, to have 200 f. for His Zeil 
c and Service therein- 8 
To which Reſolution, the Queſtion being put, 
the Houſe did agree. A IPD; 
« Ordered; That ſuch Members of cis Hole as 
&« are of Her. Majeſty's moſt; Honourable Privy- 
&« Council, do attend his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
. « with the ſaid Reſolution, and deſire his Grace 
« would be pleaſed to lay the ſame: before. Her 
« Majeſiy, as the Reſolution of this Houſe, 


Purſuant to the Order of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, a Bill was prepared; and as it was brought 
to the Door of the Houſe, the Parliament was 
adjourned, and the Bills paſſed before, were ſoop 
after tranſmitted to England; ſo that no more 
could be done to any purpoſe in that Affair by 
the Parliament, during that Seſſion. 

The Houſe of Commons having given ſuch De- 
monſtration of their Readineſs to countenance and 
ſet forward this good Work; the annexed Pro- 
poſal for the Converſion of the Iriſh, with the 
Reaſons upon which it is grounded, and an An- 
fwer to the Objections made to it, was publiſh- 
ed, and Dedicated to both Houſes of Convoca- 
tion. And the Lower-Houſe (after a long and 
full Conſideration of the ſeveral Methods propoſed 
for the Converſion of the Iriſh) agreed upon the 
following Reſolutions, which contain ſuch excel- 
lent Rules and Methods for accompliſhing this 
good End, that I can by no means do the Learn- 
ed and Reverend Members of it greater. Juſtice, 
than by relating them iq their owa Words. 


Seſſo 
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Ordered, 1 I of 95, oY ; 
1 MA the Reverend Archdeacon Parnell, 
« Chairman of the Committee, to whom 
< the! Preface to the ' Reſolutions a 'to laſt 
< Seffion, concerning proper Methods for Con- 
4 yerſion of Recuſants, c. was recommitted, do 
make his Report in his Place; which accordingly 
ce he did, and delivered the fame at the Table, 
tc and the ſame 2 ublickly read. 

< Ordered, That t id Report be immedi- 
, ately taken into Conſideration by this Houſe; 
« and the ſaid * being fully debated, it was 
« to with ſome Amendments. 

Ordered, © That the ſaid Preface be added to the 


4 Reſolutions agreed to laſt Seſſions, as followeth. 


Methods for Converting the Papiſts of Ireland 
| to the Efbliſted Church. 4 


Wi the Converſion of the Natives, is a 
y Work that requires the Labour of more 
« Clergymen, than can be ſupported by the preſent 
« Revenues of the Church, the Union of ſeveral 
* Pariſhes being, by reaſon of the great Number 
of Impropriations, neceſſary to make up a com- 
+: petent Support for one Clergyman : And where- 
£ as the carrying on of this good Work, requires, 
« Perſons of more Skill in the Jriſi Language than 
« the Generality of the Parochial Clergy are Ma- 
& ſters of: It is therefore Reſolved, That Appli- 
cation be made for a Fund, for the 3 | 
da ＋ 


Lc 
ce 
cc 


Wege ty of Dublin, and 

Maintehance of a Teffici- 
ent Numbe of grave = duly qualified Perſons 
* in Hoty Orders, to rode and appoint- 
«ed b the, ſeveral N and Biſhops of 
« this * 39, in their reſpective Dideeſes, | 
« with the Approbation n and Conſent of each re- 
« \fpe&ive Incambent of the Pariſh where they 
4% are to officizte, to aſſiſt the Parochial Clergy, 
«where a conTRcrable Number of the Parifhion- 
cc ers do not undefſtand Engliſh, in all ſuch Things 
66 a8 ſhall be Judged neceſſary to promote the Con- 
6 verſion of the 50 iſh Natives; and in ſuch Man- 
ec ner, and under ſuch Rules and Reſtrictions, as 
by a Canon to be framed for that purpoſe ſhall 
4 he appointed. 

« And the better to enable the ſeveral Incum- 
*hents, as well as ſuch their Aſſiſtants, to per- 
“ form every thing neceſſary to ſo pious an Under- 
cc taking; that a ſufficient Number of Bibles and 
« Common-Prayer-Books be provided at the pub- 
a « lick Charge, Fn the Iriſh Language, and a pro- 

tionable Number of the ſame be left in the 
Fc « Hands of the ſeveral Arch-Biſhops and- Biſhops, 
ec to he diſtribnted, as need ſhall require, to the 
« ſeveral Incumbents and their Aſſiſtants. 

“ And ſince it may be juſtly feared, that not- 
“ withſtanding our beſt Endeavours, great Num- 
&« hers of the Popiſn Natives may continue obſti- 
« nate: And whereas by the good and wholeſom 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm, it is not only 

« provided, that there be no Succeſſion of Popiſh 
« Prieſts, but alſo all Perſons of the Communion 
« of the Church of Rome, are for ever made in- 
« capable of Teaching in any School, or being 
& Tutors in private Families, whereby great Ig- 
norance 


cc &f Natives in 90 
« for he 
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inne. 7 {ALE TIE T2. ALL CIV47 9 ** 
< norance of Moral and Chriſtian Duties muſt en- 
fue among the Popiſn Natives in the ſucceeding 
Generations, if due, Cre be not taken to pre- 
Reſolved, . That it will be neceſſary, that be- 
© {ide the Schools already provided by Law, ſuch 
© other School or Shools as the. Biſhop and Mi- 
*© niſter ſhall judge convenient, he appointed in 
w every-Parochial Cure or Union of this Kingdom, 
* where the Children of ſuch Natives may be 
**. taught gratis. to ſpeak and read the Englifh 
* Language, and be inſtructed in the Principles 
* of the Chriſtian Religion: And for the Support 
“of ſuch Schools, that the Sum of 1 
„ Pounds, be yeatly allowed to every ſuch School. 
© Maſter, to a nominated by the Miniſter, and 
& licenſed by the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and be 
* obliged to ſuch Rules as by a Canon framed 
“ for that pur poſe ſhall be appointed. 
„ And to the End, that the charitable Deſign 
* of ſuch Schools may not be defeated by the O 
ee ſtinacy of Popiſh Recuſants, and that in Time 
« the Jrih Language may be utterly aboliſhed. 
ce Reſolyed, That all Popiſh Natives of this King- 
& dom, who are not poſſeſſed of ſome real or 
cc perſonal Eſtate, to the Value of 50 l. or who 
& do not hold by Leaſe, Lands to the Value of 
« 10 l. per Ann. Rent, be obliged, during Four 
« Months of every Year, to ſend their Children, 
« after they have attained to the Age of Seven 
« Years, till they arrive at the Age of Twelve 
& Years, to ſuch publick Schools, to be taught 
& and inſtructed. as atoreſaid, under the Penalty 
« of per Month, to be levied by 
« Warrant from a Juſtice of Peace, and paid to 
ce the Miniſter and Church- wardens of the _ 
DT | * © Qive 
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465 the ſaid. Schools. 


3 aforeſiid 


err 


"> « alſo this Method of inſtructing the 7 


CY 
6 &ive Pariſhes, to be oh of by t 
& ſhall 1555 for the better Etcou 


mas 


« [jkewiſe, That all Ma ers of this Schools 

4 de "6blig 50 to e the 11 

te of the aui h, fovr times i the Yeat,' a 

44 Times and Place 8 as the Meier ſhall” F 

« within the fail Pariſh, the Childfen 

<« mitted to his Care, to be. publickly 7 

«-in the Church Catec Mm, 1 the Enal Fe 

« guage; at which times uch Children to 1 alt 
"Ate of 


© 'heen already educated in the ſaid Sch 
« Sixteen, if "they continue in the Pariſh \ The hat 


“ alſo attend, till they have paſſed. the 
ren 


4 of Popiſh Recuſants may be render d al; 
Reſolved, That all Popim Inhabitants af f this 
«Kin gdom, who are not cm een in Hos 
Reſolve, ſhall be obliged, uring fi £N frhs of 
dc every Year, to ſend their Children, 'aft e 
t have attained to the Ag e of ſeven Ye: Joy, til till 
*« they arrive at the Age © Fepelre Years 
« Proteſtant School, under the Penalty o the — 
e of a | on the refraftory Petfor, to be 
e levied by Warrant from a Juſtice of Peace, and 
4 paid to Ithe Miniſters and Church-wardens of 
& the reſpective Pariſhes,” to be Gs 
4 them, as they ſhall think fit, for td Eticoy- 
15 ragement of the publick Schools abovemen- 
4 tioned. And that it may not be in the Power 
of any Popiſh Recuſants, to elude. the Force of 
ce the ſaid Law, that every Popiſh' Rechfant of 
&« this Kingdom, be obliged, in ten Pays after 
« the Baptizing of any Child. or ie he Kane 


ce to him, or in his Hoaſe, te ſignifie the Name 
<& or Names of ſuch aid or Ch \ildrgn, x the 
| Name 


of by 


621 


« « Kitt ria who Baptized ch Child cx 
b 4— ml * — "y the pad to he 9125 
in the Par nd whaever neglects 
on refies. fb ſd to ARR forfeit the Sum of 
6 Skifflngs, to be levied in the. manner. aforem ee 
4 tioned, and diſtributed by the Miniſter ang. 
ys i. dens . the Uſes ans in the mae 


Anc . a further. Encouragement of the ſaid 
& Charity-Schools, and ſych Perſons as al be 
fe: yeated therein, Reſolved, That Applicatiag 
made to Her Majeſty, to impower the ſame 
00 =, Horperetion which, She ſhall By Her Royal 
Chatter appot point, to collect and apply the Firſt- 
85 Halit for uying, in of Imprepriations, and — 
'« chafing Glebes; to receive ſuch, Bequeſts, 
'« tributions and Legacies as well-diſpoſed Ferſons 
* wall g be for the Uſe of the ſaid Schools, ar 
P the Children hoes therein Ap- 
4 7 9 85 in ſuch Proteſtant Families as proßeſs 
cc 1 10 Religion of the Church of Ireland, and t 
e ſuch Trades as they ſhall think fit. 

e And whereas, by the Bleſſing of Almighty | 
ee God pon Her Majeſtyss pious Diſpoſition and 
Care for promoting the true Chriſtian Religian 
* this. Kingdom, and the zealous Endeayours 

7 05 & Parochia Clergy, and their Aſſiſtants, 
ce the is great Reaſon to hope, that conſiderable 
. Nupnhers of Popiſh Natives may be daily added 
. <« < 19 the Church of. relgnd ; whereby, for the ne- 
N K of the ſeveral Miniſterial Of- 
5 e Num ber of the Reſident Clergy muſt 
be ery ac egcreaſed, or the Service of God 
5 not rformed 

"Reſolved, fe That the aforementioned Corpo- 

ration be further impowered to . * — 
Contri- 


* 
NT. 
cc 
* 


Ari 


* Contributions, and Legge 
tion of the Fund for 


* dition to lat 
6. the Uſes it is 
3 hap Ar Wk in 


d for* And laſtly, 
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H AT no b bote hat 90 ne as an 
Aſſiſtant in any Paxiſh or Perle, of- this 
Kingdom, for the Converſion. of Popifh' Recu- 
cc © fins except he be licenſed ereaing 51 
ce Biſhop, and have firſt qualified himſelf in 2 
« Manner as by the Laws of this Reahm is re- 


The Heads 1 of * - 
Intituled, Heads of a 


for Regulating the 
80 he 


ec quired of all thoſe who are to be admitted to 
« any Cure of Souls. Neither ſhall any Perfon be 


« permitted to be.as.a Miſſionary , at la Be, to 
« preach when and where heffudpes meet; but to 
ec every Aſſiſtant as aforeſaid, the Biſhop ſha, with 

* the Conſent of the Clergy, aſſign a craſh — 
x cc 1 


0 Y reſide, and the Cler 
hall meet and copfer _ 


5 50 Time 3d Places for 


mb, conyenient, 
all jodge it to ſuch 
e uch Ap. 


© Pata -be admitted... 
+0 9 5 8 1 og the Tims 


- elid lenge. in Fai of e ſai 

< 15 e ed: and ated the Aſſiſt- 

* ( TA — the it 5 the Pariſh, 
10 * 7.185. to Time on Place, preach 
2 175 | 5 Jncumbent: 


Me Teig, he, ſhall 
enim rted till. 14 mits. 
any ſuch Aſſiſtant behaves Himel K. 
8 * or ener in any Pariſh, or ſecretly 
or Openly carries on any Faction 7 
. Wes bos 1 — 72 thereof, upon due Proof 
« tat he Keg ſhall be ſuſpended, 
not a Anictss bit at Jueſt ot the Cler- 
— of the ſaid Diſtrikt. 
« And if any ſuch licenſed Aſſtant ſhall publiſh 
. 2 teach any Heretical or Schiſmatical Doctrine, 
qr. ſhall endeaygu o ſet up any ſeparate Con- 
1 rea enticle, in ne to the 1 of the 
ariſh, he ſha ſpended.; if he do. not 
ce repent, and publickly revoke his Error, he ſhall 
cc he degraded from Holy Orders. 
ec And every ſuch Aff 
* to Houſe, and viſit and confer with the Popiſh 
« R and .catechize, or otherwiſe inſtruct 
te them, as ſhall be judged moſt convenient at ſuch 


<« be appointed by the Incumbent ; and if he re- 
wr ral ſo to do, let him be ſuſpended. 4 
i Se 


ant ſhall go from Houſe 


40 Times and Places, and in ſuch Manner as ſhall 
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Charity-Schools, and agreed to by the Lower 
Houſe of Convocation; 


. Reſolved, “That all Maſters of Charity-Schools, 
* for inſtructing the Children of Popiſh Natives, 
cc ſhall be qualified as other School-Maſters are 
& gþliged to by the Laws of the Land. 

& That they ſhall teach ſuch Books only as ſhall 
cc he appointed by the 2 | 

. © That they ſhall make.a Liſt of the Popiſh In- 
* habitants of the Pariſh wherein they are ap- 
tc pointed, according to their reſpective Diſtricts, 
& together with the Names and Ages of their Chi]- 
<« dren; and return the ſame yearly to the Mini- 
& ſter, in a Book to be provided for that purpoſe, 
&« at the Charge of the Pariſh. 

That they ſhall in the ſaid Book, give in an 
© Account how long each of the ſaid Popiſh Chil- 
„ dren have been with them. + | 
„That the Miniſter be obliged to viſit every 
* ſuch School or Schools in his Pariſh, twice at 
% leaſt in every Year. . 

„ Ordered, That the ſaid Canon, with the Heads 
« of a Canon agreed to laſt Seſlion, Intituied, Head; 
© of 4 Canon to be framed for Regulating the Aſſiſi- 
© ants in Converſion of the Iriſh, and the Report, 
te Intituled, Methods for Converting the Papiſts of 
c Ireland to the Eftabliſh'd Church, be laid before 
* the Lords immediately, with the following Mcf- 
*« lage. EN E ay 
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 Mayit pleaſe, Your\Graces and Lordſhips, -*: 
« | am commanded by the Lower-Houſe of 
* Convocation, to acquaint Your Graces and Lord- 
<« ſhips, That they have takes into their Conſide- 
« ration, that Head of Her Majeſty's Licence, 
« which relates to the Converſion of the Papjſts 
* of Jreland, and that they have come to ſeveral 
* Retiutions, which they have commanded me 
to hy befote Your Graces: and Lordſhips, for 
**. Your Concurrengee .. | 
Whereupon the Prolocutor, with his Aſſeſſors, 
went to the Upper Houſe, and ſoon returning, 
ſignified, That in Obedience to the Commands 
ce of this Houſe, he waited on the Lords of the 
C .Upper-Houſe, - and laid the faid Papers and 


_ « Meſlage before them. 


Thus I have given the beſt Account that I could, 
in ſo ſhort a Time, of this Affair: And now, af- 
ter all, if any one will look back with an im- 

rtial Eye, and conũder the Endeavours that have 
— uſed to convert the Jriſh, it will be obvious 
and natural to make this Obſervation upon the 
whole, That the principal Cauſe, in all probabi- 
lity, why the Reformed Religion hath all this 
Time made no greater Progreſs among the Na- 
tives of Ireland, is, that the moſt fit and effectual, 
or (to ſpeak in other Terms) the evangelical Means, 
have not been univerſally and ſteadily uſed to that 
End : There hath not due Care been taken, to 
perform the Offices of Religion to them conſtant- 
ly in their own Language. It muſt be acknow- 
ledged indeed, that other Cauſes have concurred, 
to keep up Popery 1n that Kingdom ; but 3 
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ted in the "World: Or th e t 
* 3% ſeaſonable or lie wr now. 
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and teſt is, That the Light of God's Word 
(which, convertetb the Shull, Pfſal. 191 7% hath not 
been ſufficiently communicated to them. Politick- 
Methods have been de = upon, for gia 
ing this Work, and the Means of gs Golpe 
been neglected: As If we knew Veer hey 15 1 — 

by them 


and. his Apo ſtles, how Religi ion is to 


d, that this Omiſſion 1 is the ch eaſon wh; 
the) Po wy Religion continues to 1 At fo many. : 


Vene 15 Ireland, may be preſumed, from the 
greater Progreſs which the Reformed Religion 


hath made in Great Ne upon Application 


made to the people in their own Fn wo The 


Inhabitan of Wales are generally oteſtants; and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe they are iuſtryQed, and have 


Religious Offices performed | in Welſh, purſuant to 
an excellent Law now in force in 41 Kin dom. 


There was. great Care taken, both in the Times 


of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, that the Highlanders 
Should Te Ona 'of Religion admini- 
ſtred to them in their Language. And the good 
Effect of this, is, that they have for the moſt 


part embraced the Proteſtant Religion. | 

By the ſame Means, the Chriſtian Religion hath 
begun of late to ſpread apace in the Eaſt and 
Weſt-lndies. The Word of God (which is quick 
and powerful, and which, under the Spirit of God, 
is the chief Inſtrument of Converſion) hath been 
printed in the Indian Tongues, and diſtributed 
among the Natives; whereby many of them 
have been turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 


from the Power of Satan unto God. This appears 
fcom the following Letter, which I received from 
.the worthy Gentleman, who 1s preſent Agent for 
New-England. E 2 To 


(68 


To this Reverend Mr. _ Rich de. 


Sin, + 


4 HE N we ve lit pagedtor, you i im; 
3 parted to me your Delig n of Re 
ing the Iriſb Bible and Liturgy, fo = 
* « of the poor Jriſp, who han't "the Ks kedg⸗ 
of the Engliſþ Tongue; and you having met 
« with ſome Oppoſition therein, were deſirous to 
*& know what Succeſs the Tranſlation of the Bible 
„into the Indian Langnage had among the Indi- 
c an Natives of 2 
ce J have conſidered of oor Queſtion; and do 
< aſſure it had this jo appy Effect, that the 
& Indians thereby arriv'd to Mah a C a Com mpetency 
4 of Chriſtian Knowledge, that their Miniſters 
« were able to pre ach proftadl, and their Peo- 
< ple to underſtand and ptize the Dodrine of the 
3 « Goſpel. The Corpottion for Pro ng the 
| * Goſpel in thoſe Parts, are ſo ſenſible of this, 
5 4c that „rr Joe have ben two Im- 
< preſſions of the Iadian Bible already, they are 
* preparing. a Third and it is now in the Preſs 
« at Boſton intNew-Eng land. I pray God to pro- 
* ſper vou in this, Oc 


Whitchall, Tam, SIR, 
May 5 | . 
7712. Tour very humble Servant, 


JER. DUMMER. 


And 
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And if any one be deſirous to know more of this 
Matter, he will find a very pleaſing Account of 
it, in two Books lately printed, viz. An Account 
of the Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts: And, Propagation. of the Goſpel in the Eaſt : 
Being an Account of the Succefs of Two Dani 
Miſſionaries lately ſent to the Eæſt-Indies, for the 


Converſion of the Heathens in Malabar. 


By JOHN RICHARDSON, Rector of Anmzh, 
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POPISH NarTives 


| 


| 4 „„er 
Eſtabliſh'd Religion: 
ö WITH IHE 


REASONs upon which it is grounded: 
And an AnsWEKR to the Objections 
made to it. 


| The Second Edition Corre#ed and Enlarged. 


alias Belturbet, in the Dioceſe of Kilmer: in Ireland; 
and Chaplain to His Grace the Duke of Ormond, 
and the Lord Biſhop of Cl/ogher. 


Ir the Church I had rather ſpeak five Words with my Under- 
ſtanding, that by my Voice I might Teach others alſo, than 
Ten Thouſand Words in an unknown Tongue, 1 Cor. 14. 9. 


And where all, or the moſt part of the People are 
| Triſh, they [viz. The Church-Wardens] ſhall provide 


- — 
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alſo the ſaid Books, [viz. Two Books of Commou-Prayer, 
and the Bible] in the Iriſh Tongue, ſo ſoon as they 
may be had. The Charge of theſe 1ri/b Books, to 
be born alſo wholly by the Pariſh. Canon 94th 

of the Church of Ireland. | 


near Weft=Smithfield, 1112. 
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TO THE 


Moſt Reverend, and Right Reverend Fa- 
thers in God, the Lords Axch-Bis hops 
and BisHoes of the Upper-Houſe ; 


And to the 


Reverend the CLEROVW of the Lower-Houſe 
in Convocation Aſſembled ; 


HIS PRxoros AT, for the Converſion 

of the Popiſh Natives of Ireland, to 

the Eſtabliſpd Religion; with the Rea- 

ſons apon which it is grounded, and the An- 
fwer to the Objectious made to it; 


Is humbly Submitted and Dedicated 


By their moſt Obedient Son, 


And moft humble Servant, 


Jobn Richardſon. 
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ergy; wher their, Num risalr en- 
ſibly 1 and in ſome Counties the 
whole Order. will probably fail within af few 
ears. 


L lxxvi. J 
Years. And it is therefore hoped, that by 
the Divine Bleſſing, thoſe Means may prove 
ſucceſsful for attaining the good Ends for 
which they were intended, if they be ſecond- 
ed with proper and effeftual Methods of In- 
ſtructing the Jriſb, and reclaiming them from 
the Errors. EF tf F 4} g 5 21 f : 
And whereas the Converfiori of the N 
tives of Ireland to the. e Church, is a 
— —_ — —— and many 

enefits, both Spir Temporal, that 
muſt thereby accrue to themſelves, would 
alſo bring a conſiderable Addition to the 
Strength of Her Majeſty's Dominions ; and 
would tend very much, to promote and 
preſerve the Sechr̃ity and Tranquillity, and 
* augment the Wealth and Improvement of 
them. rr „ 
And whereas, the Want of the neceſſary 
Means of Propagating the Eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion among the Natives of Hrelauu is a great 
Hindrance of their Converſion, and hath 
given Popiſh Prięſts and Jeſuits great Ad- 
vantage of keeping them in their Errors 
and Superſtitions, and a blind Obedience to 
the foreign Juriſdickion of the Church of 
Rome. And the ſaid Prieſts and Jeſuits have 
taken thence Opportunity of corrupting them 
with Principles, and exciting them to Pra- 
ctices of — rem Conſequence to Her Ma- 
jeſty's Sacre 


Perſon and Government, and 
to 


a 


la OT 1 \ 11 5 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as by Law eſta- 
bliſh'd. I is humbly Propoſed, 


I. That a competent Inmber of Miniſters, | 
duly qualify'd to inſtruct the Natives, and to 
petiof 


clotm' the, 0 ces of Religion to them in 
their own Languages be provided and encou- 
raged by a ſuitable Maintenance, to be ſent 
among tlie. FEA 
II. Thar tlie Approbation and Admiſſion 
of each of theſe Miniſters be in the Biſhop 
of the Dioceſe; and that they ſhall officiate 
in ſuch Places and under ſuch Rules as the 
Biſhop ſhall appoint ; and ſhall in all Re- 
ſpects be ſubject to the Juriſdiction of the 
iſhop, as the other Clergy are. 

III. That the Bible, Common-Prayer-Book, 
and an Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, be 
Printed in Iris, for the Adminiſtration of the 
Ordinances of Religion to them in their own 


Ag: AH | | 
IV. That a ſufficient Number of Chariry- 
Schools be Erected, for the Inſtruction of the 
Iriſh Children, gratis, in the Engliſh Tongue, and 
the Eſtabliſb'd Religion; and that ſome proper 
Encouragement be given to Iriſh Children Eda- 
tated in thoſe Schools, the Benefit of which 
Schools may be extended to the Childre 
of Poor Proteſtants, © h 
V. That the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
would be pleaſed to grant a Fund for the car- 
rying on 10 pious and charitable a Deſi 87. i 
VI. In 
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That Applica cation be made to 

Mu Excelltut Maj 0 0, 'That a Society * * 
 pointey aud mee by Royal C arter, to re- 
cefve volaytary C N and 
to male Purchaſes to be apply'd to t es afore- 
"4d, = 6% N 17 4 oY [ i ed 
to Rittive, Manage, aud Diſpoſe 0 al uch To or 
Sams of Money, as may be 27 e 2 Parli; 14. 
ment, in ſuch manner as appaint- 
ed. And, "whereas 1155 Ma 0 nach been 
gracituſly pleas'd to kpower the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant öf Treland, to Conſtitüte, by Let- 
ters Patent, C ammilſioners for applying the * 
Fruits 2 that Ringdom, to the Buy Hing mn of In- 
Propriations. Laſtly, It is humbly Propos d, That 
Application be made to Her Majeſty, To 
Exect, Conſtitute, and Appoint One and the ſame 
Societ: ry for Both the aforementio oned Purpoſes, 
relating to the Converſion of the Iriſh, and Buy- 
ing in Li ee _ 
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NATIVES. 


nt Foot, to TRE. 
vert a Nation to the True Religion, 
one would think that the ordina 
+ * Goſpel-means are the fitteſt and mo 
unexceptionable ; >. therefore, to prevent all juſt 
Cauſe of Exception about ſo uſeful and neceſſa- 
ry an Undertaking, the Scheme here propos d for 
he Conyerſion of the Popiſh Natives, was. fram'd 
according. to that Excellent Pattern” which our 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles have left us. But 
notwithſtanding this, many Objections have been 
made to it, eſpecially to the iſt, 3d, 4th, and 
6th Articles: I ſhall therefore, with all Deference 
and Submiſlon to better Underſtandings, endea- 
vour to ſhew the Reaſons upon which the ſaid 
Articles are grounded; and then give a plain and 
ſhort Anſwer to the Objections made to them. 


As 


oY That thow oh Biel Number ＋ the Na | 


1997 Pp Ft 71. * 


As to the Firſt and Third Articles, y 
pend the one upon the other, they are 
upon the Word of God, and the — ＋ 
Thing: To make this appear, 1d 
ue gy aa win 1 may beo 


* 
hich d 
founded 
F the 


tives of 8 6 who — I ngl: 
And that of tho Who can mT 
as relates tothe common and ordinary 
of Life, there are not a few, 45 do not —_ 
ſtand it ſo well, as to reap an Benefit from our 
Prayers and Sermons in Er gib. 
Secondly, That the Doctrines and Practices of the 
— 4 ate ſo very corrupt, that they eber of 
— iGquence to gen Souls, and 
oy their Salvation. 
- * Caſe being ſo with them, all chriſti- 
re obliged, according to their ſeveral Abili- 
cies And Circumſtances, to uſe their Endeayours 
to recover them from the miſetable and dakgerous 
Condition wherein they are, that they may be 
converted from the Error of their way, and 


drought to an Acknowledgment of the Truth. 


For all Chriſtians in general do pray, or at leaſt 
ought to pray daily, that Chriſt's Kingdom may 
come; that is, that his Goſpel may be received 


in its Purity by all Perſons,: That God's Ways 


may be known upon Earth, and his ſaving Health 
among all Nation. Now if they be ſincere 
in their Prayers, they muſt do their Parts 
« for obtaining theſe Things; it being a known 
* Rule in Divinity, that we ought to uſe our ut- 
«< moſt Endeayours, for the obtaining of that 
« for which we are commanded to pray. All 
Chriſtians are alſo commanded, as they — Op- 
portunity 


} 


11 cn all Chriſtians. 9 
aui do good unte all Men, Gul. 6. 10. to 
do Good to their Bodies, and eſpecially to the bet - 
ter Part of them, their Souls, by inſtructing their 
ignorant Minds, and removing their Prejudices, 
and reclaiming them from their Errors, which is 
to do them Good, that will laſt for erer. And 
when they have not perſonal Opportunities, they 
are obliged to it according to their Power, by 
lending and beſtowing good Books, by teachin 
the Poor to read, by encouraging Learning and 
Religion, and by aſſiſting the Teachers and Pro- 
feſſors of them. „ wr 

And it would ſeem, chat as the . Neceſſity is 
greater, ſo the Obligation is ſtronger, of perform- 
ing theſe Duties to the iſh, than the Britiſh - 
Becanſe the more barbarous and ignorant any 
People are, their Souls are in greater Danger 
of periſhing ; and therefore our Endeavours ſnould 
be moreearneſt to reſcue them from it; accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Examyle, who came to ſeek and 
ſave that which is loſt, Luke 19. 10. and tells ue, 
That they that be whole need not the Phyſician, but 
they that be ſick; and that He came not to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, Mat. 9. 12, 13. 

But this Duty of inſtructing the Ignorant, and 
reclaiming the Erroneous, is a Duty eſpecially in- 
cumbent upon all the Paſtors of Chriſt's Church. 
We are obliged to propagate the ſaving Truths 
of Religion among all Men, to the beſt of our 
Power and Ability, by the very Words, and the 
main Tenour of that Commiſſion from which we 
derive our Office, Matth. 28. 19, 20. Go ye there- 
fore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hol 
Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve ail Things haſ 
ever I have commanded you : And la! I am with you 
1939 . alway, 


* 


The Ng NN 
alpay, even unto) the End of the World, e. 127 : 
Endeavour to diſciple alk Nations, or to all 
the World true Chriſtians, by Baptizing 10m 
and by inſtructing thew, to believe and obey my 
Goſpet : ; and to encourage you to undertake. 44 
I do give you the Promiſe of m Preſence and A 
ſiſtance to the End of the Wor 
Our Saviour knew full well, that it was not paß 
ſible for his Apoſtles, in their own Perſons, to do 
all this. He muſt therefore be underſtood, to de- 
ſign that their Office ſhould continue by a Succeſ- 
ſion from them to the End of the World; and in 
Conſequence of this, to expect and require, that 
this great Work ſhould be carried on by their Suc- 
ceſſors in all Ages: So that we who are appointed, 


toſucceed the Apoſtles in their Office, (me with a 
larger, and others with a lefs Share o. 


their Po- 
wer) are obliged, by Virtue of it, to finiſh and per- 
fect what remains to be done of this Matter, as 


far mx We can. 


his farther appears from the Promiſe which 
* Saviour annexes to the Diſcharge of this Duty. 
And lo, I am with you alway, even unto. the End. of 
the World; as ronch as if he ſaid, Tour Continuance 
here being ts. be be ſhort, to beter and excite you 
and all others, who (hall be concerned in this Office, to 
Fo en with this Work, I do aſſure you, that my Pre- 
ſence and Aſſiſtance ſhall be given unte the Fnd of the 
World, not only to you, bur to your Succeſſors in this 


Office of Teaching all Nations, or Preaching the Goſ- 


pel to ever Creature. So that as we expect the 
Bleſſing of Chriſt on our ſelves, as his Miniſters, 
Vie ouphr, as mnch as in us lies, to endeavour to 
Propagate his Religion among thoſe nh ſit in 
Darkneſs and un the Sbadhw of Death. 

Therefore, ſince our blefſed Saviour doth not 
except the Friſh Nation, when Re commands his 
Apoſties, 


| Mining in Itiſh neceſſary to'this End. 93 
q Apoſtles, ' and in them, their Succeſſors, to teach 
| all Nations; it follows, that it is our indiſpenſable 
Duty, to uſe our Endedvours to inſtruct the Po- 
piſh Natives of Jrelard in the true Religion, and 
to reclaim them from their Errors. 1 
And if it be ſo, then we are obliged to do this in 
their own Language, there being no other way of in- 
1 ſrructing them in the ſaving Knowledge of Religion, 
þ but by propoſing the neceſſary Truths of it to their 
Minds, in a Language which they underſtand. 


i This alſo obliges us to publiſh the Scriptures to 
them in ſriſh, that they may come by the Know- 
, ledge of God's revealed Will in a known Tongue 
x the Reaſons for printing the Bible ia 1riþ now, be- 
1 ing the ſame as for publiſhing it in every Tongue 
A and Language, wherein theGoſpel was firſt preached 
7 And as our happy Conſtitution ſtands, both in 
x Church and State, we are for the ſame Reaſon 
8 obliged to publiſh the Common-Prayer-Book in Iriſp, 
that the Ordinances of Religion may be admini- 
h ſtred to them in a known Tongue, according to 
* the Forms therein preſcrib'd, and no other. 
of And conſidering the Slowneſs of ſome Mens Un- 
* derſtandings, and that printed Bibles and Common- 
-— Prayer-Books cannot be had by every one, it will 
* be very uſeful, if not. neceſſary, towards the at- 
44 taining the ſame End and Deſign, that ſome other 
he pious and edifying Treatiſes of Religion, cſpe- 
a clally An Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, be 
2 printed in the ſame Language; that ſo the Means of 
he Inſtruction may be more plentifully offered to them. 
by" This Argument taken from Scripture, for con- 
* verting the Natives by the Means propoſedin the 
be Firſt and Third Articles, ꝛis ſo very plain and evi- 
deut, that it cannot be oppoſed without contra- 
10t dicting our Saviour. For our bleſſed Lord ha- 
as F 2  ving 


94 The Popilh Rel ion, not the Trifh Language, 
ving commanded ns to go and teach all "Nations 
without Exception, this Command obliges us to 
inſtruct the Natives in Jriſh, until they underſtand 
ſome other Language; and therefore whatſoever 
Objections are made to it, mean as much, as that 
we ſhould: not go and rearly al Nations, which is 
an expreſs Contrad iction to our Saviour; fo that 
I might paſs it by without any further Anſwer: 
But becauſe ſome Perſons, by taking a wrong 
View of theſe Things, have not only been induced 
to make Otyettions to them, but alſo to inſiſt up- 
on them: I ſhall confider them with all the Clear- 
nck and Brevity that F can. | 
Iſt, It is Obje#ed, That to print Books in Iriſh; 
and to ſend Miſſionaries among the Natives, to inſtruct 
them in their own Languaze, is wery deſtructive of the 
Engliſh Iatereſt in Ireland. But I humbly deſire 
that it may be conſidered, 
1. That nothing tends more effeQually to pre- 
ſerve the Peace and Tranquillity of Ireland, and 


to augment the Improvement thereof, and conſe- 


quently to promote and fecure the Intereſt which 
the Engliſh have therein, than the Converſion of 
the Iriſh to the Efſtabliſh'd Religion, as hereafter 
will more fully appear. 

2. Printing Books in Jrifls, and ſending Miſſi- 
onaries among the Natives, to inſtru& them, ant 
adminiſter the Ordinances of Religion to them in 
a Language which they underſtand, are the neceſ- 


ſary Means of converting them; and therefore cart- 


not be deſtructive of the Engliſh Intereſt; for if the 

End be good, the neceſſary Means muſt be ſo too. 
3. Preaching in the Jriſb Language is not an En- 
couragement of the Jriſh Intereſt, any more, than 
preaching in French in England, is an Encourage— 
ment of the French Intereſt: For the Iriſh Papiſts, 
| who 


nicicus te the Engliſh. Intereft. = 55 
Who can ſpeak Engliſh, ever were, and ſtill are 
As great Enemies to the Engliſh Intereſt, as the 
Iriſh Papiſts who cannot ſpeak Engliſu. And 1 
ſee no Reaſon why the Welſh Language in Eng- 
land, and the Iriſh Language in Scotland, ſhould 
not be as pernicious to the. Britiſh Intereſt, as the 
Jrifb Language in Ireland: Wherefore it is very 
evident, that it ĩs the Popiſh Religion, and not the 
Triſh, Language, that is repugnant to the Eugliſb 
Intereſt in Jreland. 

4. To admiviſter the Ordinances of Religion to 
the Triſh in their own Language, is indeed the moſt 


effectual Way to deſtroy the 1riſh Intereſt in Jre- 
land : For the Intereſt of the Popiſh Natives in 


Treland, as oppoſed to the Enroliſh Intereſt, is ei- 
ther to extirpate or to ſubdue the Exgliſh Nation 
ia that Kingdom, that ſo they may have their E- 
ſtates, their Subſtance, and the whole Kingdom 
to themſelves. Now the proper Method to pre- 
yent ſuch a Deſign, is to convert them to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; and ſurely the beſt, the only 
way of doing that, is to apply to them in 
Language which they underſtand. | 
IIdly, & is object ed, That to print Books in Irifh, 
and to ſend Miſſionaries to Preach in that Teague, 


is direfily againſt Law, and the Statute of the 28th 


of Henry the VIIIth; for the Engliſh Order, Habit, 
and Language declares, that thoſe that do ſo, ſhall, 
whatever they may pretcad, be deemed as Enemies to 
the King, and Engliſh Iztereſt. | 

To which I anſwer. 

1. That in the Preamble of this Act (in which 
there are no particular Penalties mention'd, and 
in which the King's Will and Pleaſure only con- 
cerning the Uſe of the Engliſh Order, Habir, and 
Language js declar'd) it is faid indeed, ©& That 

1 ſwch 


96 Pireaching in Triſh nns contrary to Tun. 
& ſuch as do hot ſpeak Engliſh, or ſuch as return 
* to the Triſh Language, + ſhall be deem d as Ene- 


< mies to the King and Engliſh Intereſt ; But in 
the EnaQting Part, in which the Natives are com- 


manded to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour to learn 
to ſpeak Engliſh, and to teach their Children to 
do fo, there is not one Word prohibiting the 
printing of Books in Jriſh, or preaching in that 
Language; It is ſo far from that, that Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, &c. are allow'd to give Collation and 
Inſtirution to meer Jriſhmen, where ſuch as ſpeak 
Engliſh cannot be had. 

And that this Statute, which was made 1534, 
or the cry of (35.) was always taken in this 
Senſe, appears from hence. 

Queen Elizabeth ſent a Font of Triſh Types to 


Ireland, in order to have the New Teſtament and 


Liturgy printed in that Tongue. 
King James the Iſt, with the Advice of the Privy- 
Council, order'd that the Natives ſhould be in- 
ſtructed in their own Language. 

Nebemias Donellan, and Wiſliam Daniel, both 


' Archbiſhops of Tuam ; Nicholas Walſh, Biſhop of 


Offory ; and John Kearney, Treaſurer of St. Patricks, 
cauſed the New-Teſtament to be tranſlated into 
Iriſh: And the Province of Connaught, and Sir Wil- 
liam Uſher Clerk of the Council, bore the Charge 
of, the Edition, A. D. 1602. which probably they 
would not Fave done, when there were ſo many 
Papiſts in the Parliament, and when 'Popery 

| b 0 


f Many f the Old Enghih in h Days (being diſguſt ed 
en account of tue henvy Burt hent which the Government lai 
upon rhem) entireiy forſook the Englith Intereſt, inter married 
and united with the Iruh, and made uſe wholly of tee Ir. ſh 


* 


Cuftcins aud Language. 


1 


1 
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Preaching in Iriſh #ot contrary to Law. 97 
ſo powerful in that Kingdom, if it had been deem'd 


to be contrary to Law. | 
After that, A. D. 1608. the ſame Archbiſhop 
Daniel printed the Common-Prayer in Irifh. | 
Biſhop Bedel alſo printed ſome ſmall Tracts in 
Iriſh, and made the Old Teſtament to be tranſlated” 
into chat Language, before the Rebellion of Forty 
Ones 5) ws ot P g | 
And in one of the Canons of the Church of 
Ireland, made by the, Convocation which met in 
Dublin, Anno Domini 1634. every Miniſter is re- 
quired to read Part of the Liturgy in Iriſh, where 


the half of the Congregation is Trijh. From all 


which we may obſerve, what Opinion the Pro- 
vince of Connaught, ſeveral Archbiſhops and Bi- 
ſnops before the Great Rebellion, and the Con vo- 
pin had of the Statute of the 28th of Henry the 
VIIIh. | 

Mr. Boyle printed the whole Bible in 1685, and 
prehxed a. large Preface addreſsd to his Country- 


men; in which, among other Things, there are theſe 


remarkable Words, which I ſhall mention here, 


as being very appoſite to our preſent purpoſe. 


% Finally, Students in Schools and Univerſities, 


who, delign to live by the Cure of Souls in 
& ITrelaxd, ſhall, upon a ſerious Conſideration, find 
ce it their preciſe Duty, to procure ſuch a Know- 
“ ledge of the Language of the Natives, as may 
enable them to help and inſtruct the Souls com- 
© mitted to their Charge, and of which they are 
© to give an Account to God: For notwithſtand- 
« ing all the wiſe. Statutes and Endeavours uſed 
<« to, bring this whole Nation to a Knowledge of 


* 


« the Engliſh Tongue, Experience ſhews it could 


ce not be effected; too many being unable to give 
e ſuch Teaching to their Children, or get it for 
F 4 © theme 
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« themſelyes. And it is apparent, that in Ire- 
cc [land there are many Pariſhes, Baronies, and whole 
« Counties, in which the Common People do un- 
& derſtand no other Lauge but Jriſdßß. 
“ This being ſo, how can it be preſumed of 
ce any godly Paſtor of Souls in ſuch Places, that 
c he will not endeavour to procure the ſpiritual 
c Welfare of thoſe Men, by the Sweat of whoſe 
cc Brows he hath his Bread, enabling himſelf ro 
* preach and inſtruct them in the Language which 
« they beſt underſtand; that being the Way to get 
« their Good Will, and gain their Souls to God. 
Wherefore if this Statute had ever been taken in 
ſuch a ſtri& Senſe, as ſome are pleaſed now to pur 
upon it ; it may be preſumed, that it would have 
long ſince been repealcd, and that an expreſs Law 
againſt the Goſpel, would not have remain'd ſo 
long in our Statute-Book- And whereas, ſo long 
as there are any Natives in Ireland, that cannot 
ſpeak Eroliſh, if it be taken fo ſtrictly, it muſt 
oblige them to worſhip in an unknown Tongue; 
it is to all Intents and Purpoſes repealed or ſuſ- 
pended by ſuch Statutes as aboliſh Popery, and e- 
ſtabliſn the Reformed Religion in Ireland. 
And that this is the Opinion of the preſent Par- 
liament, appears from an Act made by them in 
the Eighth Year of Her preſent Majeſty's Reign, 
Intituled, An Act for Explaining and © Amending 
an Act, Intituled, An Af to prevent the further 
Growth of Popery. In which it is Enacted as fol- 
loweth, without repealing the ſaid Statute of the 
28th of Henry the 8th. | 
And every ſuch Convert or Converts, i. e. convert- 
ed Prieſt or Prieſts, ſhall, and he or they are hereby re- 
quired, under Penalty of forſeiting his er their Allow- 
auce or Allowances as aforeſaid, pullickly to read the 
Common- 
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Common- Prayer, or Liturgy of rbe Church of lre- 
land, and pre ach once a Week-in the Engliſh or Iriſh 
Tongue, in ſuch Places and at ſuch Times as the ſaid 
Afcbbiſbops or | Biſhops fhall- dire. From which. it 
inly appears, that preaching in Iriſh is ſo far 
om being, contrary to Law, that it is enjoined 
by an expreſs Act of Parliament. 
IIIdly, To what End ſbould all this be done, ſince all 
who can read, can read Engliſh, but not One in Five 
Hundred can read or underſtand the Triſh Character. 
- I anſwer, That ſuch Miniſters gſpecially as la- 
hour among them, may have the neceſſary Books 
for inſtructing, them, and. adminiſtring the Or- 


dinances of Religion to them in a known 


Tongue; and alſo that ſuch of the /riſh as can read 
their own Language, may have the Uſe and Be- 
nefit of them. And whereas it is aſſerted, that 
the printed Jriſh differs wholly from what is ſpoken; 
whereby it is inſinuated, that the com mon People 
will not underſtand 7-iſþ Printed Books when read 
to them: I know the contrary by my own Ex- 
perience, I have read the Bible and Common- 
Prayer- Book in Iriſb to the Common-People, both 
publickly and privately, and they declared they 
underſtood both very well; and that I might be4a- 
tisfied they did fo, I cauſed ſome of them to tranſ- 
late ſeveral Sentences, which they did exactly; be- 
ſides, if the Caſe were ſo, Care might be taken for 
the future, to print the /riſh as it is ſpoken. _ 
 IVthly, Ir is object ed, That Miſfionaries ought to 
be ſent to preach in Engliſh, rather than in Iriſh. 
But there is no need to ſend Miſſionaries to 
reach to them in Engliſh; becauſe all the preſent 
ncumbents in Ireland can ſpeak Engliſh, and ſo may 
confer with their Popiſh Pariſhioners that can ſpeak 
that Language, as often as they pleaſe : 3 
nt . Þ- ere 
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es 6 very great and urgent Need of ſendi 

| Miſſionaries to preach to them in Ii, becauſe. ing 
of the preſent Incumbents can ſpeak or read Iriſh 3 
and our Law doth prevent a Succeſſion of the Po- 
piſn Clergy: So that if we neglect do inſtruct them 
in their own Language; our 4 — may juſt ly take 
up the Complaint againſt us under ths Caſper, 
which he din againſt the under the Gets 
My People are 1 5 for lack N Knomledge. 

eg y, It is That if the Natives who 8 
ſtand Engliſh were converted, the "others would Joo 
follow, as being dependent upon them. 

But Experience tells ns otherwiſe. — triſh 
Noblemen and Gentlemen have embraced the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, whoſe Dependents and Followers 
continue ſtill to be Papiſts: "Beſides, What Benefit 
would they reap by ſuch a Converſion as this? 
What Inſtruction or Edification would an 1rifhmar, 
that doth not underſtand Englsſh, ger by private 
Inſtruction, or the publick Offices in the En 0405 
Tongue? If he muſt come into our aſſemilies, 
muſt he not worſhip in an unknown Tongue? And 
might he not ſay with St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 11. Jf 1 
kom not the meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be unto him 
that ſpeaketh, a Barbarian, and be that Jpeaketh, Jhall 
be a arbarian unto me? 

VIthly, It is faid, That Experience hath inform- 
ed u, that of all the Converts that bave been made, 
There is not an Inſtance of one who did not underſtand 
Engliſh. 

God be praiſed, a conſiderable Number of the 
Nobility, Popiſh Clergy, and Gentry, and Com- 
monality of Ireland, hath been converted to the 
Proteſtant Religion; but this is ſo far from being a 
real Objection 2gainſt the Propoſal, that it is a very 
ſtrong Argument for i it; becauſe many of che 1riſh, 
* O 
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who can ſpeak Engl iſp, have been turned from Dark» 
neſs to Light, by having an happy Opportunity of 
tte true and proper Means of Converſion, viz, by 
being addreſsd to, and having the Offices, of Re- 
ligion perform d to them, in a Tongue which they 
underſtand. And I would not have any one be- 
lieve, that the Jriſh, who cannot ſpeak Engliſb, are 
ſo untractable, and obſtinate, that there is no 
hope of Converting them; for I have heard a whole 
Congregation of chem expreſs great Satisfaction, 
upon hearing Divine Service in their own Tong 

and thank the Proteſtant Miniſter who officiat 

to them. And that conſiderable Numbers of Jriſo 
who cannot ſpeak Engliſh, have been converted, 
where due Care hath been taken of them, doth 


evidently appear from the two following Letters. 


Reverend Sir, | 
c TN relation to what we were talking of the 
] other Day, concerning the Neceſſity and 
« Uſefulneſs of Preaching to the Iriſh in their 
* own Language; I think there can nothing, be 
cc more evident Inſtance of it, than what I am 
« now going to tell you from my own certain 
«© Knowledge. Soon after the late War in Jre- 
«© land, when a great Part of the Country was 
cc waſte and uninhabited, ſeveral Families, who 
ce could neither ſpeak nor underſtand any Lan- 
« guage but Iriſh, found their Account in coming 
; — the Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, and ſettling 
© in the Northern Parts of the County of An- 
im. Upon their firſt Coming, they generally 
ce joined themſelves to the Eſtabliſhed Church of 
& Jreland, but in a little time fell off to the Church 
cc of Rome; and when they were asked the __ 
: | „ 


c 
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bn of their Change, they could give, no other 
© than" becauſe they underſtood the Tri Prieſts; 
and though the did not like their Religion, yet 
they «thought it better to be pf that, than be 
of no Religion at all. About Eight or Nine 
*Years ago, a Cle an dying who held two 
* 'Vicariges in that Part of the Country, which 
ate called Ramoan and Culefaghtrein; the Inha- 
 hirants of the latter petitioned. the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe to have a Miniſter who could preach 
«to them in FViſb, and recommended one Mr. 
Duran Mac Arthur, a Highland Gentleman, 
6 who had ſerved the Cure Aligg the late In- 
© cumbent's Sickneſs; which Petition the Biſhop 
* thought fo reaſonable, though irregular, that 
* he gave that Pariſh to Mr. Mac Arthur, and Ra- 
mon to me. But upon my going abroad, ſoon 
< after Mr. Mac Arthur had the Care of both the 
© Pariſhes, and preached every Sandæy Afternoon 
© in Iriſe, to the great Satisfaction of the Pa- 
© riſhioners. What Progreſs he made in the Con- 
verſion of the Triſh, 1 cat tell, having been 
«< ont of the Kingdom during the remaining part 
* of his Life; but upon his Death, one Mr. A.- 
s chibatd Mac Collum having been employed by 
& the Biſhop to take Care of thoſe Pariſhes, has 
ce taken ſuch effectual Pains with the Triſh and 
Highlanders of them, that by the Bleſſing of 
„ God, he has not only brought back Numbers 
& who had fallen off from our Church to that 
« of Rome, but brought over ſeveral who were 
<- originally Iriſh Papiſts, and is every Day gain- 
ing upon them. And as there are Numbers of 
* theſe Iriſh and Highlanders, who underſtand no 
« Engliſh at all, inſomuch, that I have been of- 
Eten obliged to make uſe of an Interpreter * 
| | =; wb c. 


Difſeckers ade % ma * 
* | talked to them; ſo even thoſe who do under- 
de ſtand it ſo well, as to converſe with their Neigh- 
« bours about the Common Concerns of Life, de- 
& clare they are not capable of underſtanding. fo 
cc well, nor receivin — 2 from a er 
© in Enoliſh; which they do from one in riß; 
ce which tie Biſhop of the Dioceſe is ſo well ap- 
“ prized, that he takes Care to provide, not on- 
WF ly thoſe I have meritioned, ' bat ſeveral other 
tt Pariſhes in the Neighdonrhood, who are in the 
«© {me Circumſtances, with Clergymen, who can 
«© preach to the People in the Triſh Language. 
J might add ſeveral other Things, which I 
„ have by Hear-ſay, to ſtrengthen what I have 
6 told you of the Neceſſity of Preaching to the 
« Triſh in their own Language; as particularly, 
&« that there is one Stewart, a Diſſenting Teacher 
„ in a Neighbouring Pariſh, who, by preaching 
cc in Iriſh, has brought over a conſiderable Num- 
c ber of Fiſh to be his Hearers : This I am ſore 
« of, that there is ſuch a Man placed there, and 
« ſupported by a Relation of mine; but not he- 
« ing certain what Progreſs he has made, I don't 
c inliſt upon it, being reſolved to aſſert nothi 
& bot what I am very ſure of, and what ſhalt at 
ce any time be made out beyond Poflibility of Con- 
« tradition, by the Subſcriptions of the Miniſters 
« and chief Pariſhioners of thoſe Pariſhes; and by 
cc Certificates from the Biſhop and Neighbouring 
e Clergymen of that Dioceſe, if there be any 
« Neceſſity of more authentick Teſtimonies to the 
« Truth of this Matter, than what can be gi- 
« yen it by, | 


Reverend 81 R, | 
Your moſt Obedient Servant, 


i, | 
Mogan N Archd. Stewart. 
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A to what we-diſcourſed at parting, the Short- 
- A neſs of my Time did not give me leave to ac- 
quaint you, that I had been ſome Years ago em- 
ployed by the Truſtees for Sale of the forfeited 
Eſtates in Ireland, on the Survey of theſe Forfei> 
tures, particularly in the County of Antrim, where l 
met many of the Inhabitants, eſpecially of the Bar- 
ronies of Glenarm, Dunluce and Killconaway, who 
could not ſpeak. the Engliſh Tongue; and asking 
them in 7riſh, what Religion they profeſs'd, they 
anſwered they were Presbyterians; upon which 1 
asked them further, how they could underſtand 
their Miniſter Preaching ; to that they anſwer'd, 
he always preach'd in Jriſh. I had the Curioſity 
to go to their Meeting on the Sanday following, 
where I heard their Miniſter (whoſe Name I car- 
not remember) preach to them in 7riſh, at which 
2 I think he did not do it well) they expreſ- 
great Devotion: His Audience (as I under- 
ſtood) was compoſed of Native Iriſh and Higbland- 
ers. This, if it does you any Service to promote 
ſd. good an Undertaking, I am able, and ſnall 
be always ready to teſtifie z as alſo that I am, 


May 18. 1711, 
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| Reverend , | 
Tour moſt Oledien: Servant, 


J. MacGuiRE. 


| «Ade os ve OD * 
VIIIthly, It is objected, That keeping up 4 Dif- 


1 


rengs aft Lengnage, wit keep up, Piferenet 47 Reli- 


gion; ſo that by Preaching in 1riſh, we ſhall*ratber © 
confirm the Natives in Popery, than convert them to 
e eee, i... 
.L anſwer, that tie different manner of Commu- 
nicating our Thoughts of any Thing to others, 
doth neither, alter the Nature of the Thing, nor 
our Thoughts and Notions of it: .Otherwiſe, diffe- 
rent Languages would be the Cauſes of Mens ha- 
ving different Conception of other Things, as 
well as of Religion; whereas, altho' there be great 
Variety of Languages in the World, yet we have 


1 


Reaſon to believe, that all Men agree in their Ap- 
prehenſions and Conceptions of many Things; 
and on the other ſide we find, that Men ſpeaking 
43 ſame Language, have different Thoughts of 
he ſame Thing. Wherefare ſince a Language hath 
no Operation upon the Nature of a Thing, or of 
Notions and Apprehenſidps of it, it plainly 
2 that Diverſity of Religion in the World 
dath not proceed from the different Way of ſpeak- 
N Men uſe, (for then God would have 
brought a great Multitude of Religions into the 
World, by the Multiplication of Languages at Ba- 
bel) but from their different Educations, Tempers, 
and Conſtitutions, or from the various Abilities 
and Capacities of their Minds, or ſometimes from 
their different Views and Intereſts. 3 
2. If Difference in Language keeps up Difference 
in Religion, our bleſſed Saviour (who hath en- 
joined Unity of Religion as earneſtly, and as fre- 
quently. as any other Duty) would not have com- 
manded, and by his Holy Spirit impowered, the 
Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel in different Languages: 
He would have aboliſhed all Langusges but one, 
otherwiſe, 
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N if this ol Hon holds od, his Com. 
al of Unity in Religion had 5 his Co 
ca e. : mpracti. 4" 


3. This Objett;o is ſufficiently eral by the” 


Experience of all Ages. But wy o no higher t 


the Chriſtian A” We find, that * 
Primitive Chriſtians ſpoke different Languages, yet 
they were Vi unanimous in their Religion, | 
Act, 2. 44, 45, 46. All that believed were together, 
and had all Things common, and ſold their Poſſeſſ an! 
and Goods, and parted them to all Mein, as every 
Man. had need. And they continuing daily with one 
accord in the Temple, and breaking Bread from Houſe 
to Houſe, did eat their Meat with Gladneſs and Singit- 
I might quote many Inſtances a- 
the Mahometan, Popiſh and Proteſtant Coun-' 
wich on the Continent, ' 95 rove that different 
Lang ages do not produce different Religions: But 
| content my ſelf, and I believe every impar- 
cal ler will alſs be fully contented with Fhree' 
our in Great Britain and Ireland. The En gtiſh, 
Welſh, and Corniſh Tongues in England do not pro- 
duce Diverſity of Religion, among the People 
who ſpeak them. So in Scotland, the High- 
Landers and Saxons are for the moſt art of the 
ſame Religion, notwithſtanding that their Speech 
is not the ſame. On the other hand, Agreement 
in Language, doth. not preyenit' Diverlity of Reli- 
gion: How many Sectaries are there in theſe 
Kingdoms who ſpeak no other Language but the 
Engliſh ? Have we not Engliſh Papifts, and Iriſh 
Proteſtants, Iriſh Papiſts and Engliſh Proteſtants ? 
From what hath been ſaid to this Objection, it 
appears, that the Concluſion drawn from theſe 
Premiſes 1s very inconcluſive, viz. T1 bat by preach- 


mg 


id Preachers lar! 1:07 
ing in Iriſh," we ſhall rather eonſym the Nutives in po- 
) pery, than tonvert them te the Proteſtant Religion; 
) which is as if one ſhould ſay, by letting in the 
' Light to a Man who is in the dark, you ſhall ra- 
ther keep him ſtill in the dark, than give him an 
Opportunity of ſeeing: That by Preaching the 
Truth to 4 Man, you {hall confirm him in his Er- 
rors : That by praying in a known Tongue, yon 
ſhall induce him to go on in praying in an un- 
known Tongue; and that, by worſhiping GOD 
alone, you Fra! keep him upon his Knees to the 
Virgin * or ſome other Saint or Angel. 7 
Beſides, If by preaching in Iriſh, you ſhall rather 
confirm an Iriſhman in P „than convert him to | 
the Proteſtaut Religion, it neceſſarily follows, that 
it is impoſſible to convert an 1riſhnan ; becauſe' 
if you cannat do it by conveying the Truth and 
Light of the Goſpel to him, by the means of a Lan- 
| guage Which he doth underſtand, you cannot do it 
by means of a Language which he doth not under- 
| ſtand; But Experience:ſhews, that an 1riſbmar may 
be converted by-preaching in Jriſh, inſtead of being 
confirmed in Popery; which is another Inſtance of 9 
the Inyalidity of this Objection. | 
IX. If it ſhould be objected, That theſe Miſſo- 
naries may at — preach to the Iriſh, Popery, | 
Fanaticiim, „ Sedition it ſelf. . | 
I anſwer,” That, by the excellent Conſtitution 
of our Church, the Biſhops have not only a Power 
given to ſatisfy themſelves, but alſo have an Op- 
portunity to give the People all the Satisfaction 
that can be expected, of the Soundneſs and Or- 
thodoxy of their Miniſters, when they are or- 
dain d, or admitted to any Cure. | 
For, 1; at Ordination every Miniſter ſolemn- 
; ly yow? to preach 2 Dyrine to the People, 
k | 2. 


108 from Preaching Popery, Fanaticiſm, &c. 
2. In the 32d Canon of our Church, it is order d 
- That no Perſon ſhall be receiv'd into the Miniſtry 
or admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Living, nor per- 
mitted to preach, read, lecture, catechtze, or mi- 
niſter the Sacraments, except he ſhall firſt, by Sub- 
ſcription, declare his Conſent to the firſt Four 
Canons of our Church; in the firſt of which, he 
declares his Approbation of the Thirty Nine Ar- 
ficles;, and in the Third, his Aſſent to the Liturgy 
of our Church. 3. Our Liturgy (to the Uſe of 
which, every Miniſter is conſined in the publick 
Worſhip of GOD, ) is alſo a very effectual Means 
to prevent the Miniſter from corrupting the Peo- 
ple with Hereſy: For he is obliged to make a 
Confeſſion of his Faith, in Conjunction with the 
People, according to thoſe Forms of ſound Words 
ſet down in the CREE DS, commonly called, the 
Apoſtolical, Nicene, — ſo that he 
cannot preach or ſpread any Tenet contrary to 
any of theſe fundamental Articles of Faith, with- 
out renouncing his Creed, whereof he conſtantly 
makes a Profeſſion at every publick Worſhip of 
GOD. In the Liturgy alſo, not only the funda- 
mental Articles of Faith; but alſo the neceſſary 
Points of Practice, and many uſeful and edifying 
Truths are mention'd ; by which Means, the People 
have the Advantage of — inſtructed in them, 
and the Miniſter alſo is bound up from varying 
from them. 4. It is enacted in our Law, that ſe- 
vere Penalties ſhall be inflifted upon any Miniſter, who 
ſhall teach or maintain any Thing contrary to the Form 
of _ Doctrine contained in our Liturgy and Ar- 
I do not ſee how better Rules could have been 
made, or more effectual Methods uſed, to keep 
the Clergy within the Bounds of the * 
l is Fait , 
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The Triſh Language not buirful in it ſelf. rog 
Faith, and to preſerve the Doctrine of the Go- 


ſpel owe and urcorrupted in the Church of 


Chriſt ; and the Miſſionaries being ſubje to theſe 


Rules and Methods, and being accountable to the 


reſpective Biſhops for departing from them, as 
well as any other Clergymen, I do not underſtand 
how they may, at their Pleaſure, preach Popery, 
Fanaticiſm, Or Sedition. | 

X. It is ſaid, That to print Books in Itiſh, and to 
ſend Miſſionaries to preach in that Tongue, is to give 


too much Encouragement to the Language. | 


But this being the only Way to convert ſuch o 
the Natives, as do not underſtand Engliſh, we are 
— bound to make this Uſe of the Lan- 
guage, out of Charity to their Souls, and in Obedi- 
ence to ourSaviour's expreſs Command. And altho' 1 
ſhould not be for encouraging the Language any far- 
ther, than is neceſſary to promote the Converſion of 
the Jriſh, and the Salvation of their Souls; yet, it be- 
ing evident, that Difference of Language doth not 
keep up Difference of Religion; and that it is 
not the Iriſb Language, but the Popifh Religion, that 
is repugnant to the Engliſh Intereſt, J cannot per- 
ceive any Harm, even in Point of Policy, in uſing 
it. For Diverſity of Languages is not hurtt 1 
in other Countries; nay, the Jr; Language it 
ſelf, is a harmleſs Thing in Scotland, and hath not 
any Marks of the Beaſt upon ir. 7 

And after all, I do not queſtion, but to make 
this Uſe of the Language at preſent, is the moſt 
effectual Way to dimigiſh the Uſe of it hereaf- 


ter: For, it we prevail with them to conform 


to our Church, their Prejudices being thereby in a 
eat Meaſure removed, they will more readily 
all in with our Cnſtoms and Language; and, bes 
ing qualified equally with our ſelves for any Office 
2 or 


or Employment, their Ineeret will ſoon induce 
them to ſpeak Engin. 

XI. it is objected, That the 50% Way to convert 
the Iriſh, 5s, to aboliſh thein Language ;, according to 
the wiſe, Deſign + our Anceſtors, 20 Two Hundred 
Years CAL 1 od 1 ; 

How wiſe and pratticable a Deſ ign this * we 
may learn from Experience; for, after the Tryal 
of near Two Hundred Vears, we find little or no 
Progreſs made in it. They {till retain their Lan- 


guage, and Religion too. Nay, the Iriſo Tongue 


is ſo far from being aboliſh'd, that it hath ſpread 
as much among che Britiſh, in Proportion to their 
Number, as the Englifh Language among the 
Iriſh. 

But becauſe this Obje ection is much inſiſted on, 
and is the ſpecious Pretence, (to ſay no more) 
which hath hitherto ſtopp'd the Progreſs of the 
Reformation in that Kingdom; I hope the Rea- 
der will pardon me, if I be ſomewhat prolix in 
anſwering it; being induced thereunto, not upon 
Account of the Weight and Force, but the Art- 
fulneſs and Popularity of it. In order therefore 
to give all reaſonable Satisfaction to ſuch as make 
this Objection; -» 

1. I will ſhew the great Difficulties of aboliſh- 
ing a Language. 

2. I will enquire into the Practice of the great 
Monarchs, and of ſome other Nations, with Rela- 
tion to this Point. 

3. J will make it appear, That ſuch an Attempt 
would very much delay, if not altogether en 
_ Converſion. 

As to: the great Difficulties of aboliſhing a 
1 —— 5 When, to defeat the vain and fooliſh 
Enterprize at Nabel, God was pleaſed, not only-ſa 
| to 
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to: confound the one Language Fpaken by the 
Builders, that they could not un derſtand one a- 
nother's Speech; but alſo to ſratter them abroad 
from thence, upon the Face of alb the Earth: We 
have Grounds from &ripture to believe, that (as 
Biſhop Patrick obſerves) “ the ſame common Dia- 
© et (or Way of Speaking) was given to thofe Fa- 
&:milies, whom God would have to make one Co- 
& lony in the Diſperſion. For they were divided 
4 in their Lands; every one after his Tongue, 
after their Families, in their Nations, Gen. 5. 20,31. 
From which it follows, that where different Lan- 
guages were ſpoken, the People ſpeaking theni were 
different Nations, ſeparated from one another, by 
the Diſſolution of that common Bond of Soatety, 


which conſiſted in Unity of Language, and ore 


ced into a Plurality of Societies, by the Multi- 
plicity of Languages. Which being premiſed, 
the Difficulty of 
plainly appear: For Difference of Language being 
generally a Sign of Difference of Nation, an At- 
tempt againſt a Language, will look like a Deſign 
againſt the Nation that ſpeaks it: And all Nati- 
ons, or diſtinct Societies of People, having a na- 
tural Inclination to favour their own Communi- 
ty, and being apt to glory in their Antiquity, and 
to boaſt of the great Merit aud Renown of their 
Anceſtors, they will be very loath to part with 
their- Native Language, and apt to give any De- 
ſign againſt it all the Oppoſition they can. 
Belides, ſuch an Undertaking ſeems to be very 
difficult, if not impracticable, in the Nature of 
the Thing. Children muſt fpeak as their Parents 
teach them; they will firſt uſe their Mother- Tongue, 


and as they grow up, they will delight to ſpeak 


it, becauſe it is the Language of their Parents 
' G 3 and 


aboliſhing a Language will more 


[T Je ANY TIS rern, GTCoIan : Tonarchies 
ond Anceſtors, for whom they retain a great Love 
and Veneration. nm in 
Moreover, their Organs being by Uſe and Pra- 
ctice formed and adapted to their Native Lan- 
guage; as they will pronounce it more eaſily, ſo 
ics Sound will be more agreeable to them : For 
which Reaſon, the Languages which we have 
been accuſtomed to, ſeem. to be pleaſant, and 
ſtrange ones harſh to us. ok * 
The Labour and Difficulty (eſpecially in the 
Common People) to attain the right Pronunciation 
of a' Language, which they have not learned in 
their Infancy, do likewiſe render the Abolition of 
an old Language more impracticablleQ. 
So that the Power of Habit and Cuſtom; the 
natural Eſteem and Affection which Men have for 
their Fore-fathers; the Facility of Speaking, to- 
gether with the Agreeableneſs of hearing a Lan- 
guage which they have been long acquainted with, 
and the Difficulty of learning a new Language; 
are almoſt inſuperable Means of the Continuation 
of "BET render its Abolition extream- 
1y difficult. And if the Native Inhabitants be ſu- 
periour in Number, this will make the Difficulty 
ſill greater; becauſe it is much more probable, 
that the few ſhould be induced to ſpeak the Lan- 
guage of the many, than the many that of the 
few. And therefore, =. 

2. After the beſt Enquiry that I could make in- 
to the Practice of other Nations, with relation t 
this Point, I do not find in Hiſtory any Account 
of the Abolition of a Language.. | 
It doth not appear, that it was done under the 
Arian and Ferfian Monarchies, (and it had been 
extreamly vain and ridiculous, to have attempted 
it ſoon after the Multiplication of Languages, - 
4 5 Tw :-4$.- 0&4 7 L , FEEL . . Fu 1 


— 4 » - * 
7 yy A; 7, / 17 # W +/// Ti . 


the Diſperſion of Mankind at Babel:) on the con- 
trary we find, that Nebuchadnezzar, the Aſſyrian 


Monarch, thus directs one of his Decrees, Dar. 


4- 1. Unto all People, Nations, and Languages that 
/ dwell in all the, Earth, &c. Darius the Median hath 
the ſame Direction, Dan. 6. 25. Unto-all People, Na- 
tions, and Languages that dwell in all the Earth, &c. 
And it appears from Quintus Curtius, Lib. 5.8. 11. 
that Darius, the laſt Perſian Monarch, underſtood 
Greek, nam haud rudis Grece Linoue Darius erat. 
Although the, Greek Tongue did ſpread very 
far, eſpecially towards the Eaſt, (by means of the 
great Trade which the Grecians drove with their 


Neighbours in Aſia; of the many Colonies which 


they ſent thither ; of the great Conqueſts which 
they made in it; and laſtly, by the Ad vantage of 


having the liberal Arts and Sciences in a manner 


written only in that Language) yet it did not ex- 
tinguiſh the vulgar Languages of the Countries, 
where it was ſpoken. Inſtead of attempting this, 


themſelves to learn the Languages of Aſia. 

And that the Uſe of theſe Languages gontinued, 
notwithſtanding the great Extent, and the many 
Excellencies and Advantages of the Greek Tongue, 
Brere wood proves very amply in the firſt Chapter 
of his Book concerning the Diverſity of Languages 
and Religions ; out of which I ſhall mention the 
following Inſtances. Although the Greek Language 


was 3 ſpoken in Anatolia, and the Countries 
which were thick planted with Colonies from 


adjacent, 
Greece; yet it never entirely aboliſhed the vulgar 
Languages. The Galatians (as St. Jerom obſerves in 
Proem. lib. 2. com. Ep. ad Galat.) had their peculiar 
Languages, beſides the Greek Tongue. Strabo alſo 
takes notice, in his 14th Book, That the Carians had 

1 64 many 


Alexander the Great, and his Captains, applied 


many, Greek Words. i their e; {nth 75 
"plies 15 it. ay "he No ans ch de Creek. , 
And in anothet Plas Tout of Fpbarys) That of 
Sixteen, ſeveral Nations inhabiting that Tratt ,of 
Land, only Three, wer“ Greciatis, and the reſt Bar. 
barians; in, which account, the Cappadocians, Gala- 
tians, Lydians, Maonians, and Cataonians, are not in- 
cluded. It is alſo remarked by Pliny, I. J. c. 1 
Valer. Max. I. 8. c. 7. & Gel. I. 17. c. j. That the 
Twenty Two Languages which Mithridates, King of 
Pontus, could ſpeak without an Interpreter, were the 
Language, of 0 many Nat ions ſubjet® to himſelf; 
hefe Pom yet we know to haue been contained, 
fer the greateſt Part, within Anatolia. ; And theſe- 
Obſervations are, as to ſome part of them, confirmed 
to us by the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, Acts 2. 
9, 10. where divers of theſe Regions, as Cappado- 
cia, Pontus, Aſia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, are. 
brought in as, Inſtances. of different Languages. 
A to the Latin Tongue, or Roman Language; 
there were many concurring Cauſes that helped ta 
ſpread and enlarge it; ſuch as Multitude of Colonies ; 
Donat ion of Romun Freedom to all the Provinces ;, 
Management and Tranſactiens of all Embaſſies, Law- 
Suits, and Appeals at Rome, only in the Latin Tongue; 
the Writing of the Laws, whereby the Provinces were 
governed in that Language; the ſtritt Obligation that 
all Pretors of Provinces lay under to deliver their 
Fudgments ip Latin; inſomuch, that (as we read in 
Dion. Caſſius) 4 Prefett in Greece was laid aſide 
from a Judge, for being ignorant of the Latin 
Tengue. The Ereſt ion of Schools in ſundry Cities of 


the Provinces to teach Latin. And laſtly, the great 
Care which the Romans deſignediy took, to enlarge the 
Language with their Dominions, when Rome became 4 
Monarch as Auguſtin remarks, lib. de Civ. Dei, 


I 9, 


Cauchian, Sclavoniſh, I 


ſhould be't 
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not aboli 


their —＋ as will appear by the cuſui 

andes, go ywhich: many — mi — 
The learnad Men of dhe Eaſt; -who lived even in 
the Flourtthipt, the Nom a Empite, hade Written in 
Greek, and nat in Lais: At the thivdsGeheral 
Council heidvat yur war de — the 
Letters of the Bi Rome:fhowld be dan into 
Greek, that 4 Me he be — — are 
at this Day, Fourreen Mr onguer'' (beſmes the 
Latin) in Europe, which roman not only not"abdlifhec., 
but little altered by the Romans, viz. tht Iriſh, Bri- 


the V 


tiſh, Cantadrlan, Arabick, (/potes'i in the ſteep Num- 


tains of Granada, calls Alpazatas) Finnick, Dutch, 
— 10 „Oreek, —— 

ungarian, Jazygian jan, Brerewood p. 21 
Even in Countries where the Roman Tongue Pre- 
vailed moſt, the Vulgar Languages have not been 
extinguiſned ; as Afriel, Gal, and Spain. 

William the Conqueror attettip ted openly to abo- 
liſh the Engliſh Tongup,' — to have ſub- 
dued the Latartage, a as as the Country; in 
order to which he psi, That French only 


aught in the Schvols here: And that all the 
Laws af the Land ſhould be written, and all the Plead- 
ings performed in that 1 but he could not 
accompliſh bis Deſign ; for t Frm being far more 


numerous than the Normans, the Effect and Reſult 


of all bis Labour was, only that a few French Words 
were mixed with the Engliſh. Such was the Szc- 
ceſs of the Franks _ the Gauls, and of the Goths 
among the Italians and Spaniards, Brerewood p. 22, 


3. 
We have ſeveral Wipe of the ſame kind ſtill 
among our ſelves; the Welfh and Corpiſh 'Fongues 
| remain 


nokrrit hſtanding this, the Mitkas wid: 
wid Langtiag es in 'the!Provinces , 


T e 
remain ſtill in England; the iriſb in Scud, and the 
Manks in the Iſſe of Man: Although all che Laws 
and Pleading be confined to the Engliſb Tongue; 
and f. of  Englsfh is a neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion for the Diſcharge of any Office of conſider- 

able Trnſt or Profi In a Word, there cannot 
any Inſtanet be given; that a Language hath been 
aboliſhed, even in 2 conquered Country, except 

where the Inhabitants were either deſtroyed, or 
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driven out of it. A ne 
3. An Attempt. to aboliſh the Language ſpoken 
by the-Popiſh Natives of Ireland, will very much 
delay, it not wholly obſtruct their Converſion. 
By the Abolition of a Language, 1 ſuppoſe, is 
under ſtood, a bringing it to a total Diſuſe, ſo 
that they who were wont to . ſpeak it, ſhall do fo 
before we hinder Men from ſpeaking the Language 
which they only underſtand,” we ſhonld firſt teach 
them ſome other in its ſtead: But how ſhall we 
be able to teach a Multitude of People the: Engliſh 
Tongue, who have nothing, under God, to de- 
pend upon, for the Subſiſtence of themſelves and 
their Families, but their own Induſtry and dail 
Labour? What a vaſt Number of Schools muſt 
we ſet-up at this rate, to teach Old and Young ? 
And how many Thouſand Men, Women, and 
Children, muſt the Publick maintain at them ? And 
can this be done to a whole Nation ina few Years, or 
even in an Age, tho they were never ſo willing to fall 
in with the Experiment ? Surely any one who hath 
a due Concern for the Salvation of Souls, and ſe- 
riouſly conſiders this Matter, cannot approve of 
ſuch an Attempt : For if the Abolition of their 
Language be a Work that will undoubtedly re- 
quire a conſiderable Length of Time, before it = 
| e 
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— , What hall in the mean while be- 
come of ſo great a Multitude of People, who live 
in great Darkneſs — — _ wallow in 
groſs Immorality, Superſtition, and Idolatry ? or 
rather, what ſhall become of us for negletting 
them ? Beſides, by this Method we ſhall not only 
abandon ſuch of the preſent Generation as do not 


underſtand Engliſh, to the preſent Miſchief and 


the future Evils, which their. corrupt Principles 
and Practices expoſe them to; but we ſhall alſo 
put the Converſion of their Poſterity, upon a mere 
Chance or Contingence: There not being one 
Inſtance, that I know, of the Abolition of a Lan- 
guage ; but many, of its being attempted in vain. 
And, if under a politick Pretence of aboliſhing 
their Language, we ſhall , either neglect or poſt- 
pone their Converſion, we have great Reaſdn to 
doubt of God's bleſſing our Endeavours with Suc- 
ceſs : Becauſe the Obligations that we lie under to 
promote the Glory of God, and Salvation of our 
Brethren, do not permit us to put off a Work ſo 
neceſſary, and ſo charitable, but require us to ſet 
about it immediately, Heb.' 3. 12, 13. Take beed, 
Brethren, left there be in any of you an evil Heart of 
Unbelief, in departing from the Living God; but ex- 
hort one another daily, while it is called to Day, leſt 
any of you be hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin. And as an Attempt to aboliſh the riſh Lan- 
guage will certainly delay their Converſion, fo it 
is much to be feared, that it would wholly ob- 
ſtru& it. Men do not only like, but they are ge- 
nerally fond of, their Native Language. And they 
will not eaſily part with any Thing, for which 
they have a great Love and Affection. An At- 
tempt to take it from them, will very much pro- 
yoke and exaſperate them, and conſequently = 
_— TT i =” m_ 
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judice them againſt our Inſtructions, and render 
them more averſt to our Com munion. If we ſhall 
endeavour to rob them of their Tongue, we ſnall 
be ſure to loſe their Hearts; without which, 1 
doubt, we ſhall never be able to convert them. 
{If it therefore be ſo hard and inconvenient an 
Undertaking to aboliſh a Language, how diffi- 
cult. would it be =o_ Iſh a — ot 
Lang together? If the ſtrong Forces of theſe 
two — be united it will be no eaſie mat- 
ter to overcome them; at leaſt, they will hold out 
much longer than we imagine. Let us then begin 
with Religion firſt, becanſe it is the more import- 
ant Concernment of the Two, and becauſe it is more 
caſic and more practicable to convert the 17iſh, by 
teaching them the — Religien in 
their own Language, than to aboliſh the Iyiſb Lan 
guage, and afterwards teach them both our Lan- 


* . 
* 
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guage and Religion. Af 26 
1. Religion is the more important Concernment 
of the two, and that both with reſpe& to them, 
and to our ſelves. It is ſo with reſpect to them; 
becauſe the Jriſn Language, as ſuch, bath nothing 
of Impiety, Hereſie, or Immorality in it; and no 
Man, I preſume, will be condemned at the laſt 
Day for ſpeaking Irin; whereas the Idolatry and 
Superſtition, and the many corrupt Principles and 
Practices of the Church of Rome, do very much 
hazard their Salvation. And it is fo with re- 
ſpect to us; becauſe we ſee by too many Inſtances, 
that althongh they ſhoyld ſpeak Engliſh, yet they 
may continue to be Papiſts, and retain ſuch Dif. 
politions, as their _ infpires them with, to- 
wards us; whereas if they be converted to the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, they will not only be brought 
into a ſafe Way to Salvation, but their good Prin- 
| | = nuny 
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ciples will alſo ſecure us; and e hall have no . 


Cauſe to fear, that their manner of expreſſing them- 
ſelves will do us any harm. 

2. It is a more eaſie and practicable Work, to 
ſet about the Converſion of the Jriſh, by perform - 
ing Religious Offices to them in their own Lan- 


guage,” than to aboliſh it, and afterwards teac 


them both our Language aud Religion. It can 


hardly be diſputed, but that it is much eaſier for 


500 Men of Letters, to acquire. fo much Know- 

ledge in the Ir; Tongue, as to be able to ſpeak 

and read it, than to teach 500005 illiterate Per- 

ſons, Old and Yonng, Engliſb ſo well, as to be ſuf- 

ficiently edified oy our Prayers and Sermons. _ 
ving laid a 


And ha ſide the Thoughts of aboliſhing 
their own Language, let us endeavour to propagate 
the Eu lin Tongue among the Natives. This may 
be done gradually, without any Prejudice to the 
— vo the Reformed Religion among them; 
by ing their Children to read Exgiiſh gratis; 
which, together —_—_ — that 
the Engli Language an A in that King» 
—— ſoon bring it to be univerſally uſed 
there. But the former can never be done without 
great Severity and Provocation 5 whereby their 
Minds would be more and more alienated from 
us, and conſequently their Converſion rendered 
more difficult. Beſides, there are many Jriſb Con- 
vents, and ſome Calonies abroad, where Books 
are publiſhed in Jriſb, and Care is taken to pre- 
ſerve the Language; ſo that they could do much 
towards defeating ſuch a Deſign; and it is pro- 
bable, that it woyld meet with greater Oppoſition 
than ſome are a-ware. of, | . 
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120 Fey will not come to hear us, 
Object. XII. The Natives will not come to hear us: 


L 50 
That if we muſt riot endeavour to convert them, 
becauſe of an Apprehenſion that they will not come 
to hear us; for the ſame Reaſon we muſt never 
attempt it, becauſe their Education giving them 
Pre- poſſeſſions in favour of their own Religion, and 
in Prejudice of ours, we may always be appre- 
henſive, that they will not be very fond of coming 
to ann | be 
Blut are we ſure, without making trial, that 
they will not come to hear us? How do we know. 
but their Curioſity, or a Deſire to hear Perform- 
ances in their own Language, or rather the Spirit 
of God, may move them to come to hear us ? Shall 
we neglect an expreſs Duty, becauſe it may happen, 
that we may perform it in vain ? Ought we not 
rather do our Duty, and leave the Succeſs to God? 
If they will not come to us, we ſhould go to 
- them; according to the good Example of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, who went about 
doing good; who viſited from Houſe to Houſe ; 
who reſorted to the 7 to the Synagogues, 
and to the other Places of Concourſe, that they 
might have an Opportunity of Preaching the glad 
Tydings of Salvation to the People. If we did but 
duly conſider the Worth and the Danger of Souls, 
we ſhould eaſily be induced to do the like ; and we 
ſhould not endure to ſee poor ignorant Wretches 
ready to ſtumble at every Step into the Pit of De- 
fruttion, and not think it our Concernment to en- 
deavour to convince them of their Danger, and 
thew them how to avoid it. 

The Prophets under the Law, were often ſent 
to 4 Rebellious and ſtiff-necked People, and were 
commanded to preach to them, whether they — 

| (ary 
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hear, or whether they would for bear: Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, offered the Mears of N. 
vation to hoſe, who they knew would reject them. 
Wherefore; we who. are Sinners our felves, and 
ſtand in ſo much need of God's Mercy, and are ſo 
much obliged to him for his Patience and Lang- 
ſuffering, ſhould not think much to wait long, to 
make many Trials, and to uſe frequent and repeat- 
eds all this, ome who make the xperiment 
Beſides a s ſome who make 1 

find that they do come to our Service performed in 
their own Tongue; many of them have come, not- 
withſtanding that their Prieſts curſe them, and 
threaten to excommunicate them for it; and ſome 
of their Hearts have been opened, as Lydia's was, 
te receive the Truth, and they have been converted. 

XIII. Others object, That the Endeavours of ſome 
to convert the Iriſh, have not ſucceeded. * Such a Ni- 
niſter laboured in vain in ſuch a Place, and another in 
I anſwer, That if Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 
left off preaching the Goſpel, becauſe they ſucceedett 
not in ſome Places, the Light of the Goſpel had ne- 
ver reached us. But if ſome have laboured in vain 
in one Part of the Vineyard, others have ſucceed- 
ed in another Part of it. And one would think, 
that this were ſufficient Encouragement even to 
the Faint-hearted and the Lazy, to ſet about this 
Work. 

- The Reaſon why the Converſion of the 1-ijh hath 
been fruitleſs and ineffectual in many Parts of the 
Kingdom is, becauſe it was. never made a conſtant 
and general Work throughout the whole King- 
dom. The united Endeavours of the Clergy and 
Laity, bave not been employed againſt the Unani- 
mous Oppoſition of the Popiſh Natives; Attempts 
C Eo were 


try hat a venſtant and univerſal Att 


not aner our Expectation, we may, hade vef, com- 
fort our ſelves with the Thoughts af having done 
our Duty, and of Hung pure from: the Blood of all. 
Men, — — E 1 2:13 Bt 5 biz 
Upon the Whole, it plainly appears, that the 
Objections againſt the Ju Language have not 
any Foundation either in Reaſon or Religion: And 
it is obvious to obſerve, that they are grounded at- 
together upon that National Prejudice and Avers: 
ſion, which till remains among too: many of the 


Engliſh and Iriſh Nations to one another. I know: 
ſome of the Natives of that Kingdom, who can 


ſpeak Engliſh, and yet will not, for no other Rea- 
— 1 its Epgliſh.: The fame Motive, 
on the other ſide, induceth' ſome to be very ear- 
neſt for aboliſhing the 1#iſþ Language: They have 
a Diſlike: to the Nation, and this draweth them 
inſenſibly into a . Diſlike to the Language, for 
which no other Reaſdn: can be given, but that 
it is Jriſh; if this were not fo, there would be 
the ſame Neceſſity for aboliſhing the Ir; Language 
in Scotland. Beſides, it is not the Language of the 
Court, but of a poor, ignorant and depreſſed: 
People, from whom we can have no Expectations z 
and this, together with the Trouble of Learning 


an obſolete Language, encreaſeth Mens Prejydices 


s of 
phat 


againſt it. But whatever may be the Cauſe 


| amen through 
out the Kimdom will do g; iet us uſp all fit Means, 
and ſet all Hands to work and if the Rvent ſnould 
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that 
againſt the Language; an open and avowed At- 
tempt to aboliſh it, = ge to unite the 
two Nations in their Hearts and Affections: Dif- 


ference of Religion is, that which ſets them at the 


Extemporary Nun ſſutions not ſafe.” 123 
at Averſion which ſome have entertained” 


greateſt Diſtance from one another; and if that 


were taken away, all other Differences would 
dwindle into nothing; or if they coatinued, they 


would do no harm. And from what hath been 


ſaid, it appears, that Preaching, and Printing the 
Bible and Common-Prayer-Book in Jriſp, are the 
neceſſary Means for attaining this good End. 

But it may be ſaid, —— Miniſters as ſhall 
be employed to perform the Offices of Religion to the 
Natives in their own Language, may tranſlate the 
Bible and Common-Prayer-Book, extempore, while 
they are officiating, and that there will be no need of 
Printing them; by which Means the Propagation of 
the Language will be prevented. 

Enough hath been ſaid already, to prove that 
we need be under no Apprehenſions from the Lan- 
guage. But however, an extemporary Verſion of 
the Scripture and Liturgy, delivered to the Peo- 
ple, hath as great a Tendency to keep up the Uſe 
of the Language among them, as the reading of a 


Printed one. 


Then their Tranſlations, be they right or wrong, 
muſt paſs for Scripture among the Common-Peo- 
ple; by which Means they ſhall have an Oppor- 
tunity indeed of Preaching Popery, Fanaticiſm, or 
Sedition it ſelf, (which is made à great Objection 
to the ſending of Miſſionaries among them.) But 
ſurely, after a ſerious Craſideration of this Mat- 
ter, any one who has a juſt Regard for the Divine 
Authority of the Scripture, and a due Concern for 
the. ſound and wholeſome Inſtruction of the People, 

„ ; would 
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would not approve of ſuch a dangerous Method, 


it it were practicable, as it is not; for the Iriſh 
Language is fo barren and defect ive, that it is not 


mm the Power of the moſt skilful in it, to tran- 


flate any other Language into Jriſp, without Stu- 
dy and Premeditation. | 
I proceed to the Fourth Article, Viz.  - 

That a ſufficient Number of Charity-Schools be ere- 
fled, for the Inſtruction of the Iriſh Children gratis, 
in the Engliſh Tongue, and the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and that, &c. "IE toe 

This Article is grounded upon the great Uſe- 
falneſs of Religious Education in general, and up- 
on the many Advantages in particular, which the 
Publick will receive, by having theſe Children in- 


ſtructed in the Church Catechiſm. 


It is propoſed, That they be taught to read, not 
only that they may be more fit for Buſineſs; but 
eſpecially, that they may be more capable of Ca- 
techetical Inſtruction, and improving in Chriſtian 
Knowledge, which very few illiterate Perſons at- 
tain to, in any tolerable Meaſure or Degree. 

Now, by the Help of theſe Schools, great Num- 
bers of Children will be bred up in the Knowledge 
of Vertue and Religion, who would otherwiſe be 
not only abandoned to utter Darkneſs and Igno- 
rance, but would alſo be trained up, as it is too 
much to be feared, in a vicious and diſſolute Courſe 
of Life. 

Their young and tender Minds will be early ac- 
quainted with the Fear of God, and with the Pra- 


- Etice of Piety ; and this, in all Probability, will 


have a mighty Influence upon their Behaviour and 
Converſation, while they live in this World, ac- 


cording to the Divine Saying, Prov. 22. 6. Train 
„ 4 Child in the Way he foould go, and when he t 
; | yi 
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Old, he will not depart fon ir. And there is not, 
any Means more effectual for attaining this End, 
than to inſtruct them in our Church Catechiſm, 
which is in all reſpects excellently fitted to the In- 
ſtitution of Children, and Beginners in Religion. 

For our Catechiſm is written in the moſt eaſie 
and familiar Stile, all hard Words and obſcure Ex- 
preſſions being on purpoſe ayoided, that the loweſt 
Capacities may be inſtructed by it. 

As to the Matter of it; it doth not conſiſt of 
abſtruſe and difficult Doctrines, that may exerciſe 
the Wits of the ableſt Divines, but is wholly 
made up of the uncontroverted Points of Religion 
which may be eaſily underſtood, and apprehend 
aright without Danger of Miſtake. 

This Catechiſm is alſo ſhort, and may be readi- 
ly learned : All ſuperfluous and unneceſſary Things 
which are a Burden to the Minds of young an 
weak People, are avoided, and the Fundamentals 
of Religion are comprized in ſo ſmall a Com- 
paſs, that they may be committed to the Memo- 
ry with very little Trouble. | 

And that which crowns all, is, that it is com- 
pleat, and ſufficient to inform the Mind with ſaving 
Knowledge, and 1s wanting and deficient in no- 
thing, that 1s abſolutely requiſite to be known in 
order to eternal Salvation; ſo that whoſoever 
ſhall throughly underftand the Church Catechiſm, 
ſhall be ſufficiently inſtructed to everlaſting Life. 

By this means alſo the whole Community will 
reap many Benefits. For hereby theſe poor miſ- 
guided Children will have wholeſome and ſubſtan- 
tial Nouriſhment adminiſtred to their Souls, in- 
ſtead of the corrupt and ſuperſtitious Principles 
and Doctrines of the Church of Rome. They will 
be taught to make the weightier Matters of the 

| H 2 Law, 
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Law, their greateſt Care and Concernment. The 
Difference between Good and Evil, between Things 
lawful and unlawful, neceſſary and indifferent, wilt 
be ſufficiently imprinted on their Minds; and this 
will prevent them from being fcruputous and ſu- 

rſtitious, and will make them eaſie in their Re- 
igion, and in their Converſation, both to them- 
ſelves and others. And hereby they will be taught 
to be uſeful and orderly Members both in Church 
and State, by ſubmitting themſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's fake, and by preſerving 
the Peace and Unity of the Church, and the Quiet 
and Tranquillity of the Kingdom. It is alſo wor- 
thy of our Conſideration, that by this Means a 
great Number of Children will be brought u 
in the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, who muſt otherwiſe 
be filled from their Infancy, with the greateſt A- 
verſion and Prejudice to it ; eſpecially if the Bene- 
fit of theſe Schools be extended to poor Proteſtant 
Children, whoſe Parents cannot give them uſeful 
and religious Education. 

And it is to be preſumed, that it will not be of 
any dangerous Conſequence to the Common-wealth, 
to teach ſo many Ir;ſþ Boys to Read and Write: 
If they were to be inſtructed in Military Diſci- 
pline, and Weapons put into their Hands inſtead 
of Primers and Catechiſms, this might give ſome 
Umbrage ; but it is hoped, that Reading and 

Writing only, will not make them capable of do- 
ing Miſchief to the Publick : It is probable, that 
the good Principles, which by this Means will be 
taught them, will have better Influence upon 
them, and will, by the Grace vf God, make them 
better Subjects and better Chriftians, and more 
uſeful in their Generation, than otherwiſe they 


would be. It is certain, that Religious Education 
hath 


Dee 


hath not only this natural Tendency, but alſo 
the Divine Promiſe; that it ſhall be generally bleſ- 
kd with good Effects. . I Ye we 
Moreover, theſe Schools may be ſo ordered, that 
Children may be prevented from learning a Ha-- 
bit of Idleneſs at them; they may be inſtructed, 
before they can bring any conſiderable Benefit to 
their Parents by their Labour; and if they con- 
tinue longer, they may be allowed to aſſiſt their 
Parents in Harveſt, and upon other neceſſary Oc- 
caſions, and be thereby. accuſtomed to Work. But 
Experience will beſt ſatisfie us in this Point, The 
People of England, and of the Northern Parts of 
Scotland, are for the moſt part taught to Read and 
Write, *and they are nevertheleſs, both very in- 
duſtrious People; and it is well known from the 
Trial of ſeveral Years, that Charity-Schools have 
done much good in England. 

But the moſt weighty Objection againſt theſe 
Schools is, That it is to be feared that the Parents 
of theſe Children may pervert them again, and bring 
them back to the Popiſh Religion. And it is pro- 
bable, that ſome of them, if they be left to their 
own Liberty, may do ſo; but it may be hoped, 
that others will not: For I know many Inſtances 
where the Natives give up their Children to be 
educated in the Proteſtant Religion, and permit 
them to continue in it; for the Popiſh Religion 
lies now under great Diſcouragements, and 1s 
loſing Ground in many Parts of that Kingdom: 
Praying in an unknown Tongue, is generally diſſik d 
in ſome Places that I know; many of that Com- 
munion are not ſatisfied with their Prieſts, for 
depriving them of the Uſe of the Scriptures, and 
do not believe Tranſubſtantiation; there are great 


Numbers of them whoſe Affections to Popery are 
2 H 3 much 
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much cooled and abated, and theſe, in all Probabi- 
lity, will ſuffer their Children to adhere to the 
Proteſtant Religion, conſidering withal, the Tem- 
— Advantages that may accrew to them there- 
"Wherefore, although it may happen that ſome 
of theſe Children may return to the Church of 
Rome, yet theſe Schools are worthy of Public En- 
courag ement, for the ſake of others, who will, as it 
may be hoped, continue to be Proteſtants, by rhe 
Connivance of their Parents, and by virtue of the good 
Principles inſtilled into them. But notwithſtanding 
What hath been faid, it will be worthy of the 
Publick Conſideration, to prevent any Inconvenience 
this way, by obliging the Parents that their Chil- 
dren, brought up at theſe Schools, ſhall go to 
Church while they are under their immediate Care, 
under the Penalty of paying for their Education, or by 
any other expedient Means whereby they may 
be hindred from turning Papiſts. If our Law 
hath not already provided a ſufficient Remedy, 
by preventing a Succeſſion of Popiſh Clergy ; 
which, whenever it takes place, will effectual- 
ly hinder their returning to the Church of Rome. 
come now to ſhew the Reaſons, upon which the 

Sixth Article is grounded. 
lt muſt be acknowledged, that if all thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, were of the ſame Diſpoſition 
with St. Paul, who did not ſeek bis own Profit, but the 
Profit of many, that they might be ſaved, 1 Cor. 10. 
33. If they were as publick- ſpirited, and as zealous 
in propagating the common Chriſtianity, and in 
Promoting the univerſal Happineſs and Welfare 
of Mankind, as Chriſtiaas are obliged to be; True 
Religion would ſprecd much faſter in the World 
than it doth. The Kingdom of Darkzeſs would ſoon 
| ve 
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be ſubdued, and the King 


need of incor 


ticular Obligation. 


But it is a ſad Truth, that the greateſt part of 
thoſe, who proteſs the Chriſtian Religion, are ve- 
Ty cold and indifferent in this Matter, and ſhew no 
more Concern for advancing the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of Souls, than if they were not at 


all obliged to do it. | | 


Even thoſe, who have made ſome Attainments 
in Religion, are apt to be ſomewhat remiſs in 


the Diſcharge of this Duty: It is a 


bent upon mn one, and therefore they hope, 


that others will take the Trouble 


them. For which Reaſon it is generally obſerv'd, 
That what is every one's Buſineſs, is ſeldom made thy. 


Object of any one's Care or Concern. 


Therefore, for the better Diſchar 


dom of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour would be ſet up, and eſtabliſhed in all Parti 
of the Earth, and there would be little or no 
ting 'a Society for propagating 
the Reformed Keligion 1n Ireland : For every one 
would do his Part in ſo good a Work, without be- 
ing induced to it by any ſpecial Motive, or par- 


Duty incum- 


of it upon 


ge of Duties 


of this Nature, which lie upon Chrif 


it is by Experience found requiſite, that they be 
committed to the particular Care of ſome Perſons, 
who may upon that Account think themſelves 
more immediately concern'd to ſee them accom- 


pliſhed. 


And this is more eſpecially neceſſary to ſecure 


and facilitate the Performance of 


when they are like to be encumbred with great 
Charge and Expence, or to be obſtructed by much 


Oppoſition and Diſcouragement ; as 


Lon of the Jriſ» is more than likely to be. For, 


H 4 


tians at large, 
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the Conver- 
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IF 8 expeatent d yererve ſome” 
1. As to the Charge and Expence; it will be 
neceſſary (as hath been already obſerved) that a 
competent. Number of Miniſters be provided. and 
encouraged, by a ſuitable Maintenance, to inſtruct 
the Natives, and to perform the Offices of Reli- 
gion to them in their own Language: And in 
order to this, theſe Miniſters muſt be ſupplied with 
Bibles and Common-Prayer Books at leaſt. And for 
the more effectual accompliſhing this good Work, 
it will be requiſite, that Charity-Schools be erect- 
ed, to teach their Children to Read and Write En- 
8907 and to inſtruct them in the true Principles 
of Religion. Therefore, to defray this Expence, 
it is preſumed, that an incorporated Society, ca- 
pabable of collecting the publick and private Charity 
of the Queen's Subjects, of receiving Legacies, and 
— Purchaſes, will be very uſeful, if not ne- 
ceſſary. | | 
2; ir cannot be expected, but this Work will 
meet with many Difficulties and Obſtructions. 
When any Deſign is ſet on foot, which hath a 
great Tendency to promote the Glory of God, 
and Salvation of Men; the Adverſary of Souls 
will do his utmoſt to defeat it. The Romiſh Prieſts 
will undoubtedly give it all the Oppoſition they can. 
The Popiſh . Nobility and Gentry, eſpecially thoſe 
who have loſt their Eſtates, and have not any 
Proſpect - of recovering: them but by a Foreign 
Power, will leave nothing undone that will ob- 
ſtruct the Converſion of the Friſp. The Popiſh 
Princes, who find their Account in ſupporting the 
Romiſh Intereſt in Ireland, will do much to baffle 
it. Emiſſaries will be ſent from abroad, to hearten 
the Iriſh, and to keep them faſt to their old Prin- 
ciples; and there is no doubt, but Money will be 
expended to hinder the Progreſs of the Reforma- 


tion; 


f the Liih ino this Sortety. © III 
tion; for which Purpoſe there is a lage Fund at 
Rome, call'd the Church's Stock. And this ſurely muſt 


de the Reaſon, why Works of this nature meet with, 


little or no Encouragement, where Money can pre» 
vent it. Sincere Converts are perſecuted by them, 
that others may be deterred from following their 


Example; and falſe Profelytes are employed; 


to make a Shew of coming over to us, that 
under a Pretence of forſaking Rome, they may be 
more capable of ſerving it : For what they do un- 
der the Mask of a falſe Converſion, is imputed 
to the whole Body of Converts. And the Con- 
ſequence of this too often is, that ſome conceive 
a Prejudice againſt all Proſelytes, thinking them 


to be all alike; whereby true Converts will not 


only ſuffer much, but be alſo ſtaggered, and others 
diſcouraged from coming over to our Communiĩon. 
Laſtly, the many Sects among us, who are not 
deſirous that any additional Strength ſhould be 
brought to the Church, will find out Ways and 
Means of diſcouraging it. 

Therefore it is humbly conceived, that an in- 
corporated Society, of ſuch as are well-diſpoſed 
to this Work, 'will be very uſeful and helping 
towards overcoming all thoſe Difficulties. For 
the Converſion of the Iriſh being the profeſs'd 
Deſign and Buſineſs of the Society, it may he ex- 
pected, that they will take better Care of it, and 
promote it more effectually, than if it were left al- 
together to the Care of every ſingle Perſon. Be- 
ſides, an united Body of Men acting in Concert, 
will have greater Power and Influence, than the 
ſame Perſons acting ſeparately can have. 

And if a competent Number of the Nobility and 
Gentry were received into this Society, the Coun- 
tenance and AſſFance of the Laity being m—_ 
VS 0 adde 
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added to the Lahours and Endenvours of the Cler. 
„ ſuch an united Society would have greater 
>apacities of forwarding this Work, than can 
otherwiſe be well expected. | 

For the Nobility and Gentry, engaged in this 
Corporation, would, in all probability, befriend 


their own Undertaking in both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, and upon all other Occaſions. They would 
be capable of removing many of the Difficulties 
and Hindrances, that it may meet with through- 
out. the Kingdom. It would be much in their 


Power, to promote it among their Neighbours 


and Tenants; for the Iriſh are a People that are 
much ſwayed by their Landlords, and ſuch as have 
any Power over them. And they could be y 
uſeful and aſſiſting, in obtaining the Charity of 
others, and in contributing to it themſelves ; and 
without ſuch Help and ſuch Concurrence of the 
Laity, ſo laborious, ſo difficult, and fo expenſive 
an Undertaking is likely to go on, and to be 
accompliſhed but very ſlowly. - 
We may be fully convinced of this, from the 
Experience of this Kingdom; whilſt the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts was left 
at large, it ſpread but little ; but the great Pro- 
greſs 'which the Chriſtian Religion hath lately 
made in the Eaſt and Meſt-Indies, by God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon the remarkable Zeal and Piety of the 
Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, 
and of the Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, 


ſne ys us plainly how uſeful ſuch a Society might 


be in this Kingdom. | 


And the joining of ſome of the Laity to the Cler- 
gy in this Society, need not give any Umbrage, 
as if any Encroachment were to be made thereby 
upon the Rights of the Clergy ; for by being a 
N ? Member 


Drin R. * 
Member of ſuch. a Society, a Layman doth not ac- 
quire any Power, Authority, or juriſdiction, that 
is proper and peculiar to the Clergy He is called 
upon only to give his Advice and Aſſiſtance, his 
Countenance and Encouragement, to this g 
Work. And in the Charter (as in all other Char- 
ters) it may be provided, That the Society ſhall 
not make any By-Laws, Statutes, or Ordinances 
repugnant to the Laws and Statutes of the Realm; 
whereby the Rights and Privileges of the Cler 
may be fully ſecured to them, and ſuch a Society et- 
fectually prevented from invading them. 

Thus 1 have endeavoured to ſhew the Grounds 
upon which the Methods propoſed for the Convers 
ſion of the Iriſh are built, and to anſwer the Ob- 
jections made to them. 8 

Before I conclude this Argument, I reckon my 
ſelf obliged to offer ſomething further to the Cons 
{ideration of thoſe, who are againſt publiſhing the 
Scriptures and Liturgy in 1r;þ; becauſe it ſeems 
to be a Matter of great Moment and Importance 
and very much affecting the Honour and Plety of 
both our Church and Nation. = 
It can be very eaſily proved, that to hinder the 
Scriptures from being publiſhed in Iriſh, is, to de- 
prive ſuch of the Natives, as underſtand that Lan- 
guage only, of a Right which God hath given them; 
that it is to take away the Means of Salvation from 
them; that it is to do that, for which we ſe- 
verely Cenſure the Church of Rome, and for which 
we juſtly ſeparate froni her; and that it will render 
their Converſion impratticable. 

I am verily perſwaded, That this Matter hath 
not been fully conſider d; and that, after a ſerious Re- 
flection upon it, every one who believeth the Di- 
vine Authority of the Ceriptures, and conſiders how 

| u/eful 


” 


ey ” 


$ *To aepreve them of the Scriptures, is to 
eful "and neceſſary the Knowled re of them is to the 
Salvation of Mens, _ Souls , wil not be againſt” 
_ publiſhing them in the Vi Tongue. And] 1 
know not how I can do better Service, or how 
Fcatt make a more thankful Return to thoſe, for 
Rom I am obliged in Points of Duty and Grati- 
tude, to have the greateſt Honour and Eſteem, 
than by ſetting it in a clear Light before them. 
In order to which, theſe following Conſiderations 
are with all Sincerity and Ref) K, ſabmitted to 
the pious Thoughts and Meditations of the Chri- 
ſtian Reader. ow ati Rong 
1. The End of any Writing is, that it may be 
read; the Deſign of any one who writes to another, 
maſt ſurely be, that he peruſe the Writing which 
he directs to him. Therefore, it having pleaſed 
the moſt gracious and mercifal God, out of his 
infinite Love and Favour to Mankind, to direct 
: the Revelation of his Will to all Men withont 
Exception, and without Reſpe& of Perſons or Na- 
tions; to all who every where call on the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and conſequently to the 1r:ſh as 
well as the Engliſh, or any other People; to hin- 
der the publiſhing of the Scriptures in Jriſb, is to 
deprive ſuch of the Natives as underſtand that 
Language only, of the Uſe and Benefit of that, 
which God hath not only allow'd them, but ex- 
preſly directed to them. | 
Nay, God Almighty having not only directed his 
Word to all Men, but alſo commanded all Men to 
ſearch it; as it argues great Contempt and Diſ- 
regard of the- Divine Majeſty, in any one, not to 
read what God hath directed to him, and what 
he hath commanded him to read: So for any 
Man, or Society of Men, to debar others of the 
free uſe of that, which God hath not only _— 
j ut 
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deprive them of Means of Salvation. 1 35 


but commanded them to uſe, is both to deprive- 
them of a Right and Privilege, which God hath 
Duty, 


which he hath laid upon them. 
2. To hinder the. publiſning of the Bible in 7r;ſh, 


given them; and alſo to acquit them of a 


is to deprive the Natives of one of the principal 


Means of Salvation. 


The Word of God is a Light unto our Feet, 
and a Lamp unto our Paths; the Scriptures are 


able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, all Things ne- 
ceſſary to Eternal Life being plainly delivered to 
us therein; therefore, all Men ſhould have the free 
nſe of them; becauſe eternal Salvation being a 
Matter of the greateſt Moment and Concernment, 
all Methods ſhould be uſed, and no Means either 
prohibited or neglected of obtaining it. 

Beſides, the Scriptures being the Word of God 
himſelf, as we cannot but be therefore firmly per- 
ſwaded of the Truth of them, ſo they cannot but 
have the ſtrongeſt Influence and Operation upon 


our Hearts and Actions; the Word of God him 


ſelf being much more to be regarded, than the 
Word or Writing of any Man, as having infi- 
nitely greater Advantages to recommend it ſelf 
to us, than any Humane Compoſure. 

To this it may be added, that not only from 
the Scriptures themſelves, but alſo from Expe- 
rience, we have good Grounds to believe, that 
God Almighty enforces and ſets home his Word 


upon the Minds and Conſciences of Men, and bleſ- 
ſeth the due uſe of it, with the Concurrence of 


his Holy Spirit, much more to be ſure, than the 
Works or Writings of any Mortal Man. 
Therefore, the Uſe of the Scriptures hath been 
always eſteemed by the Catholick Church, among 
the 
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136 ... This is 8. corrapt Practice, 


the indiſpenſible Ordinances of Religion, and the 


neceſſary Means of Salvation. For which we have. 
ſufficient Authority in Scripture, where we are 
ſaid to be regenerated. by the Word of God, 1 Pet. 1. 
23. where we are taught, that it doth convert the 
Soul, that-it giveth Wiſdom to the Simple, that it re- 


joiceth the Heart, and giveth Light unto the Eyes, 


Pſal. 19. 7, 8. where it is declared to be the en- 
grafted Word, which is able to ſave our Souls, Jam. 
1. 18. | ; : 


And for Confirmation of this, I may appeal to 


the Teſtimony of every good Chriſtian. As for 
ſuch as have not the Love and Fear of God in 
their Hearts, they have no Senſe, no Knowledge 
of this Matter; for the natural Man receiveth not 
the Things of the Spirit, 1 Cor: 2. 14. But every 
ſincere Chriſtian knows full-well, that the Word 
of God is Quick and Powerful, and that it hath 
the greateſt Force and Efficacy upon him in all 
the Caſes and Circumſtances of his Life, and that 
it worketh effeFually in them that believe, 1 Theſ. 2. 
13. ; | 
Therefore, as we ought moſt thankfully to ac- 
knowledge the unſpeakable Happineſs of having 
the Scriptures in our own Language; ſo we ought 
not only to allow, but alſo to promote and en- 
courage the free uſe of it to all other Men, that 
ſo they may be ſaved thereby as well as we. 

3. This is a Practice, for which we juſtly con- 


demn the Church of Rome. 


It is the avowed Doctrine and Principle of all 
the Reformed Churches, that all Men have a Right 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and that in order there- 
unto, they ſhould be tranſlated into all Languages, 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt 
is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, Phil. 2. 1 , 

: ; oo 


for which we condemn the Church of Rome. 137 


and that the everlaſting Goſpel 7 be 3 
unto them that dwell on the Earth, and to every Na- 
tion, and Kindred, and Tongue, and People, Rev. 14. 
6. And for denying the People this Liberty, the 
Church of Rome is charged by the Proteſtant Di- 
vines with being guilty of Sacrilege, and of fgreat 
Cruelty to the Souls of Men. I might fill up a 
great Volumn of Quotations to this purpoſe, but L 
ſhall trouble the Reader only with Arch-Biſhop 
Tillotſon's Judgment and Cenſure of this Practice, 
Vol, fol. p. 351, 352. I obſerve the great and ineæ- 
cuſable Fault of thoſe who keep Men in Ignorance of 
Religion, and take away from them ſo excellent and 
neceſſary a Means of Divine Knowledge as the Holy 
Scriptures are. This our Saviour calls, taking away 
the Key of Knowledge, and ſhutting the Kingdom 
of Heaven againſt Men. That is, doing what in 
them lies to render it impoſſible for Men to be ſaved. 
For this he denounceth a terrible Woe againſt the Teach 
ers of the Jewiſh Church : Though they did not pro- 
cecd ſo far as to deprive Men of rhe Uſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, but only of the right Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding of them. This alone is a horrible Impiety, 
to lead Men into a falſe Senſe and Interpretation of 
Scripture, but much greater, to forbid them the Read- 
ing of it. This is to ſtop Knowledge at the very 
Fountain- head; and not only to lead Men into Error, 


but to take away from them all Poſſubility of retifying 


their Miſtakes. And can there be a greater Sacri- 
lege, than to rob Men of the Word of God, the best 


Means in the World of acquainting them with the Will 


of God, and their Duty, and the Way to Eternal 
Happineſs? To keep the People in Ignorance of that, 
which is neceſſary to ſave them, is to judge them un- 
worthy of eternal Life, and to declare it docs not belong 
to them, and maliciouſly to contrive the Eternal Ruiu 


and Deſtruction of their Souls. To 
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1898 This is a corrupt Practice 


D lock up the Striprures and the Service of God® 


from the People in an unknown” Tongue, what is "this 


bat in effect to forbid Men to know God, and to ſerve 
him; to render them incapable of knowing what is 
ill of Cod; of joining in 


the good and acceptable 
his Werſhip, or performing any Part of it, or re- 


ceiving any Benefit or Edification from it? And what 
is, + this be not, to ſhut the Kingdom of Hea-' * 


ven againſt Men? This is ſo outragious 4 Cruelty to 


the Souls of Men, that it is not to be excuſed upon any 


Pretence whatſoever. This is to take the ſureſt and 
moſt effectual way in the World to deſtroy thoſe for 


whom Chriſt died, and directly to thwart the great 


Deſign. of God our Saviour, who wou d have all Men 


to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth. Men may miſcarry with their Knowledge, 


bat they are ſure to periſh for want of it, p. 351. 
Pith great Reaſon then does our Saviour denounce 
| fo heavy 4 Woe againſt ſuch Teachers. Of Old, in 
the like Caſe, God by his Prophet ſeverely threatens 
the Prieſts of the Femiſh Church, for not inſtrufting 
The People in the Knowledge of God, Hol. 4. 6. My 
People are deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge : Be- 
cauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo re- 
ject thee ; thou ſhalt be no more a Prieſt to me: 
Seeing thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy God, I 
will alſo forget thy Children. God, you ſee, lays 
the Kuin of ſo many Souls at their Doors, and will re- 
quire their Blood at their Hands. So many as pe- 
riſh for want of Knowledge, and eternally miſcarry 
by being deprived of the neceſſary Means of Salua- 
tion, their Deſtruttion ſhall be charged upon thoſe who 
have taken away the Key of Knowledge, and ſhut the 
Kingdom of Heaven againſs Men. = / 
- ; An 


ro "I PFLam. TT RL My 1 ern Een « nnn nn em a A m 


uy nn inen r a a rn} — —— .. _ Y 


Aude or 72 5 255 


. 
Rep wut 71 | 
ever. "IT Caſe ; 7 . 
of 1275 TT 15 Sp fi apt of, 
, to 1211 
P forms of terre e, e bs "juſt ſuch 
4 175 5 gn thee js.4 MaFer, ny] 


ch you deſire le ſhould: 


0 15 Toy Rich Man, but 
the mbile. 1 ignorau * in bis Trade ; #4 


to 170 "OG 7775 25 erh the ſtricteſt x pers fs, 


n e beſt Means o 
a0 ANG 12 1 1 to thrive Y e an 


Sas EE Luthe, and they fall I 


WHY of LE z but ri come wit 


rent 2 


Princip 5 Pale, . 85 

— 5 + ave 

of Rome. And let not any; one; think. t to avoid the 
Force of this Argument, by ſaying, That ſuch of 
the Natives as can read, can read Engliſh and if 
they be {6 diſpoſed, they may freely the Scti- 
ptures in the Hugliſu Tongue; . there are 
lome of the Naldes Ne h the Number be but 
veryſmall) who can readlriſhandy et do underſtand, 
and can read no other Language : : Beſides, the 
Scriptures ſhould be publiſhed in Jriſh, for ths Uſe 
and Benefit of the — Mulcirude of them; who 
d not underſtand Eng liſh : For a Man is not act 
quitred from Parching 0 Scriprures, a and _ 
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but he on} e eher do read tbe Wofd 
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worſhip where it is 8 read; And che Pa- 
ſtors of Chtiſts —_ ſe 7 che Souls 
of the peopl © ate conirh are Bats do read 
15 — them. ed how hs can y done, hon 

N 1 cant tell. 

It mi Red, that every one Who has 
cad e 'of the"179ſþ at Heart, öuld in- 
this Meth m the Sücceſs which 
it 1 10 mer Times, Whereof Sir James Ware 
ryes an Ihſtance in his Annals of Irland, in the 
flowing Words, Anno "Domini. 159122 Ando Re- 
gite e (viz; Elizabeths) 13. * This Year” the riß 
pars for Printing, were firſt brought into 
ce this Kingdom, by by Nicholas Walſh, CligaceHor of 
0 St. Patricks in Dublin, and John Keri Freafurer 
& of the fame: And it was ordered, that the 
&> Prayers of the Charch ſhould be printed 'i in that 
"SG Character and Language, and a Church ſet a- 
« part in the chief Tow! f every Dioceſe, where 
et they were to be read, and a Sermon preached 
& to the Common People; which was inſtrumental 
ce to conyert many of the, ignorant Sort in thoſe 


ec 1. 
ly, The converſſon of the Fiſh i 1s not pra- 
Aicable if we will not allow them the free Uſe 
of the Scriptures in their own Langue 
If we would treat the Popiſh Natives, as Chri- 
ſtians ought to deal with one another: The fair 
and honeſt, the proper and effectual Way to con- 
vert them, is to convince them, that their corrupt 
Principles and Practices are directly repugnant and 
Contrary to the Will of God — us 2 = 
| or 


the Conderſton of the Ttiſh is not practicable. 141 
holy Word. But if we will not permit them to 
have the Uſe of this Book in their own Language, 
How can we in Reaſon and Modeſty appeal to it 
for the Determination of our Differences in Re- 
ligion? May not an Jriſhmar juſtly anſwer ? This 
Book is prohibited to me, it is lock d up in an un- 
known Tongue, I muſt not jodge for my lf; 
wherefore, I hope you will excuſe me, if I do not 
quit/a Religion that 1 have been bred- up in, for 
one that I muſt take upon Truſt: Beſides, if the 
Scripture and Liturgy muſt not be publiſhd in 
Iriſh, we cannot perform the Offices of Religion 
to them in their own Language. | ; 

Upon the whole; if we would bring the popiſh 


Natives, to a ſincere Profeſſion of the true Religi- 


on, the Goſpel Means muſt be uſed to that End. 
Other Methods have been tried in vain ; ſometimes 
Severities have been inflited, but this way hath 
not ſucceeded with them, and hath never been 
ſucceſsful in propagating the Truth. Other times, 


they have been neglected, and left to their own 


Deluſions, and our Nation hath often been pu- 
niſhed in kind for theſe Things, by feeling the 
cruel and barbarous Effects of thoſe Tenets and 
Principles, from which they neglected to convert 
the Natives. One would think, that the Remem- 
brance of thoſe horrid Tragedies, which the Po- 
piſn Religion hath acted in that Kingdom, were 
enough to warn and excite us to prevent the like 
for the future, leaſt that an offended God ſhould 
once more uſe them as Rods to chaſtiie vs, for ne- 


glecting a Duty which the Goſpel of Chriſt, Cha- 


rity to the Souls of Men, and our own Intereſt, 
both Temporal and Erernal, do oblige us not to 
negle&. «Let the Wiſdom of this World therefore 
be for once laid aſide, and let us try how the plain 

In and 


. 


a - » > 


- = 
— ä — — 


— — — 


> 
G 1 — —— — — — 
— 2 — — : + © if a. 
—̃ Ü— — 
— — : \ ak ——— — . 
fs: "$ 4 2 "—_— 


= 
= - — _ . I 
N — 2 Sz 


* 


1% Man Advantages on our Sides 
| 850 honeſt, the mild and gentle Methods of the 
Goſpel will ſucceed; which as they are moſt a- 
grecable to the Frame and Conſtitution of Hu- 
man Nature, ſo they have the beſt Claim and Title 
ig God's Bleſſing, without which, all Humane En- 
dea vours will come to nothing 
Ibis is a, Work ſo pious and charitable in it 
ſelf, and tending ſo much to promote the publick 
Good, that it is worthy of the greateſt Care, 
and' beſt Endexvour of eyery true Proteſtant. And 
Therefore, let us not defer it any longer, but ſet 
about it with that Zeal and Alacrity, which the 
"Goodneſs and Importance of the Thing deſerves. 

If it were once heartily undertaken if all thoſe 
'who are concerned to promote it, would put on 
a firm and vigorous Reſolution of proſecuting it, 
there is great Reaſon to hope, that it would be 
ſoon accompliſhed: For although there may be 
ſome Difficulties in the way, yet we have many 
*Advantages on our ſide, to help us in going thro” 
with it. Our Service, when performed in J1riſh, 
is very pleaſing to the Natives, and much more 
"acceptable than Prayers in an unknown Tongue; 
for Men love to underſtand their Prayers, as well 
as any thing elſe that they hear. Our Clergy far 
exceed the Popiſh Prieſts in Learning, Regularity, 
and a Capacity of doing good Offices to the Peo- 
ple. We have. the ſtrongeſt Arguments taken from 
the Word of God, from plain Reaſon, and their 
own Senſes, to convince them by. And we can 
-urge them with the Promiſe of the Life which 
is, and of that which is to come. So that, one 
would think, it were not ſo difficult a Matter to 
prevail with the Jriſh, and to bring them over to 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, as ſome do imagine. In- 
deed, it due uſe were made of the many 


Oppor- 


e 6 


PP dg 


Other Nations hade ſutceeded in this, tay 
Opportunities and Advantages which we have; 
if the Benefits of their, Converſion were ſet 
in à full Light "before them; and withal, if 
they were invited and encouraged, by kind and ge- 
nerous'Uſage, to unite with us, it is very probable;: 


that they would ſoon be melted down'into a Com- 


pliance, and that not only our Difference about 
Religion, but all our other unhappy Diviſions 
would be taken away. ee "RA 
Other Nations” have extended their Religio 
with their Conqueſts. In all other Countries; 
where the Reformed Religion is eſtabliſhed, it 
hath ſpread much faſter and wider among the 
Inhabitants, than in Ireland. The Welſh and High- 
landers have embraced the Proteſtant Communion, 
but the Jriþ Natives continue ſtill in Popery. 
When ſeveral Nations and Sorts of People happen 
to live together in one Kingdom or Common- 
wealth, they unite ſoon in one common Intereſt. 
The Britiſh, Danes, Saxons, and Normans have long 
ſince become one People, with reſpect to Religion 
and Civil Intereſt. But it is not ſo in Feland. 
How comes this to paſs? Is it owing to the Nas 
ture of the Climate, or the Conſtitution of the Peo- 
ple? Is it impoſſible to convert an Jriſhman, and 
to reconcile him to the Engliſh Intereſt ? Or ra- 
ther, Are there not ſome Defects and Miſmanage- 
ments of our own ſide, that have hindred this U- 
nion? I muſt neither wholly clear the Friſh, nor 
lay the Blame altogether upon them. But, as for 
our part, the Cauſes of this great Misfortune, fo 
fatal and pernicious both to the Britiſh and Iriſh, 
and ſo repugnant to the general Happineſs and 
Welfare of theſe Kingdoms, are very e rident and 
obvious. | 
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I44 Due Cite wot tdken to gain the Iriih. 
They are not Proteſtants, becauſe proper Me- 


thods have not been uſed to make them ſuch. In 


all other Proteſtant Countries, the Popiſh Religion 
hath loſt Ground apace, by inſtructing the People, 
and: performing the Offices of Religion to them 
in their own. Language. And the Reaſon: why 
the Reformed Religion hath not made the ſame 
Progreſs in Ireland, is, becauſe the ſame Means 
have not been duly uſed there. „ i140 0 
As to Difference of Intereſt, which hath conti- 
nued too long in that Kingdom, one would think, 
that for ſeveral Centuries after the Engliſh went 
into Ireland, it was not intended, the Natives 
ſhould run into a Coalition, and become one Peo- 
ple with them. The Deſign of their firſt ſettling 
there, ſeems to have been the Acquiſition of lar- 

Territories of Land to live upon, and not 
the Addition of a greater Number of Subjects to 
the Crown of England; which was a great Error 
in Politicks; and however it might ſerve the In- 
tereſt of private Perſons, brought little or no 
real Advantage to the Publick. And the fix'd 
and immoveable Reſolution for ſome Ages, of 
purſuing the fame Deſign, was the chief Cauſe 
that rendred the Reduction of Ireland ſo long and 
ſo difficult a Work. For all People have a na- 
tural Right to maintain themſelves, and their Fa- 
milies, and to enjoy the Fruit of their own La- 
bours, that ſo they may live as comfortably in 
this World, as they can: And ſince this muſt be 
Gone ſome where or other, they ſeem to have an 


Hereditary Title and Privilege to de it in their 


Native Country; which therefore they will not 
part with, without. the greateſt Oppoſition, and 
moſt obſtinate Reſiſtance. Sir John Davis (a very 
judicious Gentleman, and one who knew the — 
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tereſt of both the r . well) afli 
as one of the true Cauſes, which ſo long hindted tt 
cx from. ſubmitting; in his hiſtorical Relations 
publiſhed with Sir Jamps Ware's Annals of Ireland. ' 
de The Defects (faith he) which hindred the 
« perfection of the Conqueſt of Trelard, were, the 
ce faint Proſecution of the War, and the Looſe. 
« neſs [or Miſmanagement] of the Civil Govern- 
« ment. The Jriſh were generally reputed Aliens, 
& or rather Enemies to the Crown of England; 
« inſomuch as they were not only diſabled to 
« bring any Actions, but they were ſo far ont 
ec of the Protection of the Law, as it was often 
ce adjudged no Felony to kill a meer Iriſhman. 
ce This appears by ſundry Records, wherein Judg- 
de ment is demanded, if they ſhal! be anſwered in 
ce Actions brought by them, p. 23, 24. And when 
te they deſired to be admitted to the Benefit and 
te protection of the Engliſh Laws, they could not 
« obtain it, 45 25. And (as he proceeds) great 
« Miſchiefs did grow from this: It excluded them 
ce from being Subjects: And by being debarred 
« from Trade and Commerce with Civil Men, 
« and ſhut out of Towns and Cities, they were 
ce driven to Woods and Mountains, there to live 
e in a barbarous manner. 

This was not agreeable to the Practice of o- 
cher Kingdoms and Common-wealths; the Romans 
not only allowed the Benefit of their Laws te the 
Nations whom they conquered, but alſo gave them 
the Freedom of Rome. Milliam the Conqueror go- 
verned the Normans and Engliſh by the ſame Law. 
And Edward the Iſt did communicate the Engliſh 
Laws to the Welſh." * 


ns this, 
red t 


And when Sir John (who was ſent over to en- 


quire into the State of that Kingdom, and to re- 
14 port 
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en e mare e d J 1611418 the 
atters before King James. tl A, the Hal were 


immediately received into the Proꝛection of, the 
Engliſh Laws, and. were 2 75 to have the Pe- 
neht and Advantage of them as well as the En, 


- 


| 27 And his Majeſty, with the Advice of the 


r1vy-Council, did not exclude them in the Olſter 
Plantation, as they had been in the firſt. Exgliſb 
Colonies, with a Purpoſe to root them out, but 
made a mix d Plantation of Brisiſh and Iriſh, that 
they might grow up together into one Nation. 

This was a good Step towards bringing them 
in, and making them good Subjects; but there 
was one Thing ſtill wanting, and that was, their Con- 
verſion to the Proteſtant don, without which, 
they can never be reckoned true Friends to the 
Engliſb Goyernmeat and Conſtitution, as it. is now 
eſtabliſhed, For, whatever ſome may pretend, he 
who believes the Pope's Supremacy, and that if 
his pwn Soyereign Prince ſhould happen to be de- 
clared an Heretick, or excommunicate by the 
Pope, he not only may, but ought to do all that 
in him lies to deprive him of his Kingdom; to 
diſobey his Laws; to oppoſe his Government; 
and to ſubvert all eſtab iſh'd Rule and Order, 
both in Church and State, can never be eſteemed 
a good Subject. So that we cannot be ſecure of 
the Ir ſh, until they become Proteſtants; the want 
of which, unayoidably widens other Ditfercnces : 
For in order to preſerye our ſelves from the per- 
nicious Principles and Practices of Papiſts, we find 
It neceflary to diſcourage and weaken the Popiſh 
Intereſt in Ireland; which cannot be done with- 
out uſing ſome Severity: And it being natural to 
Mankind, to dillike Severity, and to get rid of it as 
w # . - > . +" 4 - al ſoon 
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. Colonies abroad: Inſomuch that Ireland is a' Nur- 
ery to ſupply ſome neighbouring Popiſh Kingdoms 
with Men; when they have Occaſion for them; : 
by which Means the Crown of Great Britain and 
Ireland, loſes a greater Number of Native Subjects, 


the Popiſh Perſecutions. So that in order to com- 
pleat and eſtabliſh the Reduction of Ireland, and 


gion be 3 among the Natives. And as 


Fer 99 85 
Prels * ich, ig 40 ISA Rand K Rave 
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do what pt them les mote their In- 
cg hoping, y their A de to recoyer their 
Country, and to en their Religion eſtabliſhed. 
And whien they dare not venture to take u Arms 
in their own. Country. they tnliſt, in ime of 
War, in the Fleets and Armies of our Enemies ; 
and in time Fe Peace they uy to People their 


Sf 77 Correſpondence 15 r Forei Princes, 


(who might be very uſeful in War. and peace, 
at Home and Abroad) than have been got by all 


to render it a more uſeful Branch of our Monarchy, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that the Proteſtant Reli- 


the Expence of effecting this might be eaſily born, * 
ſo the Benefits and Advantages accruing thereby 
to Her Majeſty, and to the whole Community, 
would be great and many. 

If the Jriſh were converted to the Proteſtant 
Religion eſtabliſh'd in Ireland, the Strength of Eer 
Majeſty's Dominions would de much "increaſed. 


* The Yearly Charge of four Regiments, or the Expence of ene Ner- 
War in Ireland, Wold 0 its 9 here 


e of a he: ata 


SER 


our 9 7 5 and Intereſt 
icon Nay, as Marters 
For every Proſe! N would 
: i ud to tlie Publick ;, 
Heat of 3 nere of Foreign princes 
and ee J Helen of our Enemies; they 
would: become uſcfyl and ſincere. Members of ti 
12 Body Palitick, and have 8 Common Wel - 
fare, equally at Heart with our ſelves. _ 
"This would alſo very much tend to render the 
publick Peace of theſe Kingdoms more ſecure and 
Taſting, All Fears and  Jealouſies would be re- 
mov from that Quarter, which is always glov my 
and cloudy, and from whence Storms have oft 
ariſen. We ſhould have leſs ground to be appre- 
henſive of Popiſh Deſigns, if ſo many Inſtruments 
of executing them, were converted to a better 
Religion. We would be ſafe and eaſie in the 
Neighbourhood of thoſe whoſe Principles are al- 
ways dangerous, and have been ſometimes per- 
nicious to theſe Kingdoms. And Foreign Princes 
would loſe that Intereſt in the Jriſh, whereby they 
have been capable, not only of embroiling us at 
Home, but alſo of attacking us with our own 
people Abroad. 
By this Means alſo, Ireland would become more 
beneficial and advantageous to this Kingdom, than 
it is; even that great Profit which it brings to 
Eng land, would be conſiderably augmented. The 
Iriſþ Weſtern Winds blow a great deal of good 
Wealth and Riches to this Country. It cannot be 
leſs than a Million every Year. For there is above 


half 


— 


1 ei Converfron would ener exje Heng 
half a Million of the Annual Rent of Veland ſpent 
here. The Jrifb Wool is another Article of great 
Advantage, every Shilling expended for it bring- 
In leaſt Five Shillings of Gain. The Product 
and Manufactures of England, and Foreigh Goods 
imported hither, have great Vent in Ireland : 
Engliſh Cloth, * Salt, Cyder, Iron-Ware, 
Groceries, and Eaſt- India Goods, are ſold in conſi- 
derable Quantities there. The Inhabitants of that 
Kingdom conſume every Year more than 100000 7. 
worth of Coals and Lead dug out of the Boweks of 
the Earth here. But if the Popiſh Natives of Ireland 
were - made Proteſtants, moſt or all of 'theſe 
Branches of Profit, would be much improved'and 
advanced : Barbarity and Popery would fall toge- 
ther, they would become a more polite, as well as 
more orthodox People; and would make much 
greater Uſe of the Neceſlaries and Conveniencies 
of Life ſent thither from England, than at pre- 
ſent they do. Whereas the frequent Rebellions 
and Inſurrections, which the Popiſh Religion and 
their Dependance upon Foreign Princes have rais'd 
in that Iſland, do not only deprive this Kingdom of 
theſe Benefits, but alſo put it to a vaſt Expence 
of Blood and Treaſure, in reducing them to for- 
mer Obedience ; ſo that what is gained in Time 
of Peace, is loſt by the frequent Returns of War 
in that Kingdom, | 

And Jreland it ſelf would be much improved, 
and receive preat Benefit hereby. If the Natives 
were once brought to quit their Dependance upon 
Foreign Princes, and the Expectations founded 
thereupon, there is no doubt, but they would ap- 
ply themſelves more heartily to Labour and In- 
duſtry, than generally they do at preſent ; by 
which means the Land would be improved, — 
wo 


. 


WN. neh Church... 1 


would encreaſe, Rents would rife} and the Reve- 
ape of the Crwa Would be advanced. 
And to mention 
the Jriſu, there would be added tothe Church a great 
Numbe of Perſpns, who otherwiſe will not only 
be bred up in groſs Ignorance and. Superſtition, but 
alſo: haye ſuch, Principles inſtilled into then, as 
will influence them to uſe all their Endeavours, 
to overturn our Conſtitution both in Church and 
State. y . or Ms nn ION 2 
As theſe Conſiderations do much affect the Pub- 
lick Intereſt of England and Ireland, ſo I make 
no doubt, but they will have their due Weight 
with all ſuch as have the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of the two Kingdoms at Heart. 

But there are other Inducements to promate the 
+ Converſion of the Jriſh, which all pious and cha- 
ritable Perſons will eſpecially lay to Heart. Eve- 
ry faithful Servant of Chriſt will conſider, that 
there is nothing more becoming a Chriſtian, no- 
thing that can be leſs diſpenſed with, in one who 
believes a future State, than a zealous Endeavour 
to ſet forward the Salvation of Mankind, 41 
ing them to the Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
I might, if it were needful, give a Detail here 
of the many eorrupt Doctrines, which the Iriſh 
Papiſts profeſs, and ſinful Practices which they 
uſe, to the great Hazard of their immortal Souls: 
But they are well enough known. That which I 
would urge from thence is, that by converting 
them from their Superſtition and Idolatry, we 
ſhall be the bleſſed Inſtruments of delivering their 
Souls from Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death, 
and of bringing them to God ; we ſhall recover 
them from the dangerous and miſerable Condition 
wherein they are, into a ſafe and ſure way to 

| Salvation. 


8 by the Converſion of 
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Daun is 4 pious und oburlrabis Wark. 2751 
Salvation, And to excite all Men to be  z6alopy 
and active in co pions and charitable an Under: 
taking, God — equa greatly to Te it 
Dan. 12, 3. They' that turn mam te Righteouſweſs 
ſhall: ſbiner as the Spurs fon eue and ever. Nay 


our gracious. God; hath aſſureft bs, that if we 
induſtrious and ſusceſsful in his Duty, he will deal 
more favourably wick our ſelves, Jam. 5. 19) 20. 
(Brethren, if any you de err from the Faith, aud on: 
tonvert him; let him know, that he who convertetih 


the Sinner from the Error of his Way, ſhall. fave: 4 
Soul from Death, ani ſhall hide a Multitude of Sins. 


The great Love and Affection, that he ſhews for 
the Soul of his-Brother; will moye God, the Fa- 


ther of Spirits, and jeſus Ee great, Layer 


and only Redeemer of Souls, to deal meroifylly 
wich. dis own Sort. 
We have much Reaſon to be thankful to Al- 
mighty God, for the great Zeal and Piety of, gur 
Forefathers, in bringing about the happy Refor- 
mation in Religion here: If it had not —— 4 
their Diligence and Activity in aſſerting and pro- 
pagating the Truth, it is very probable, that e had 
continued in the ſame deplorable State of ſpixitu- 
al.Blindneſs and Ignorance in which the -pooy rifþ 
are now involved; a juſt Senſe of our Deliverance 
from Popiſn Darkneſs and Superſtition, and of the 
many Benefits which we receive thereby, will i 
fluence us to imitate the laydable Piety of. o 
Anceſtors, and to perform the ſame good Offices 
to others, that we have received our ſelves. - 
But why ſhould I vſe many Arguments to per- 
ſwade any to ſer about this Work, when, as it 
may be hoped, the great Example and Succeſs 
of this Duty in other Parts of the World, will 
animate and encourage us to undertake it. The 
| Primitive 
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1 led dof the Trifh « Reprouch.”' 
Primitive Charity for the Souls of Men, ſeems to 
_ revive in ſome Ferſons; the zealous Diſpoſition 
of dhe firſt Chriſtians appears in many now 

who" uſe their qonſtant and diligent - Endeayours 
to ptopagate Chriſtian Knowledge, and to enlighten 
the moſt diſtant Corners of the Earth. While they 
promote the Salvation of the moſt remote Nations, 
the Converſion of our Neighbours cannot with De- 
veney be overlookF'd any longer by us. Shall ſome 
Men ſpread the Truth with great Succeſs abroad, 
und ſhall we neglect to do it ut home, where we 
ay not only behold: with Pleaſure the Fruit of 
dur Labours, but alſo promote our own Intereſt 
and Security? What Paul and Barnabas ſaid to the 
unbelieving Jews, Acts 13. 46. may be applied to 
the friſh; it was neceſſary that the Word of God 
ſhould have been firſt Wl poken unto you. And indeed, 
it ais Extreamly neceſſary in this juncture; as Af- 
faits ſtand between them and us, it cannot, with- 
out the greateſt Reproach, be put off any longer. 
Thel Succeſſion of Popiſn Clergy is prevented by 
the Laws of -Jreland. In ſome Places they are 
Fenſibly- decreaſing ; and if the Laws be put into 
 Exectition, the whole Order muſt be extin& within 
the Compaſs of a few Years. And Papiſts are 
exuliided from any Office of Truſt or Profit. Shall 
we then take their own Religion from them, and 
ve them no other in its ſtead ? Shall we de- 
Prive them of their own Teachers, and not ſup- 
ply them with Paſtors, at whoſe Months they 
may learn the Law ? Shall we depreſs them for 
not being Proteſtants, and at the ſame time, not 
Endeavour to make them ſuch ? The Concern which 
'we have for the Temporal and Eternal Happineſs 
of our Fellow-Creatures ; nay, the Regard which 
we bear to the Honour and Glory of our _ 
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means t 


give the beſt Account of this, 
and particulz Vat Cremona," they have f 
Hingniſh'd them ſelves, . are rech 
beſt Men in the French Army; and there 
is ſingular Care, taken to keep up and pecruit 
the Jriſh Regiments, that are now in Sire] «They 
are remarkable for natural Affection, Noſpitali- 
ty, and Charity, 32 at Generoſity 
of Mind. They are very teachable and tractable, 
and have Genius's capable of the beſt Improvement, 
if they had Opportunity for it. They have a 
great Inclination to Devotion and Piety, and are 
very ſuſceptible of Religious Impfeſſions. And 
when any of them are ſo happy, as to be made 
ſenſible of the Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, and to have ſound Principles 
inſtilled 


aided our deavorirs. 
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Iriſh Character. N 


Tranſlation of the Engliſh Liturgy into 
Iriſh being now in Preſs, and S Thou- 


, 

A ſand Copies of it Printed in the Viſb 
Character, as far as the office of Baptiſm; 

I find it neceſſary (for the ſatisfaction of ſuch, as 

are of Opinion, that it had been more expedient, 

to have Printed it in the Engliſh, or Roman Cha- 


rater) to _ the Reaſons, which induced me 
to make uſe of the 1; Character. | 


The I RIS H Alphabet Conſiſts of 
theſe 18 Letters. 


d. b. 6. ö. e. F. B. b. l. l. u. 5. o. p. . F. b. u. 
a. b. c. d. e. f. g. h. i. I. m. n. o. p. r. ſ. t. u- 


Heſe Letters are the ſame with the Engliſh, 
except d, F, B, u, 7, W; which alſo bear no 


ſmall reſemblance to the ſame Letters in Engliſb: 
A And 


APPENDIX 


law, ay unde che law, chat 1 mxghe gam them 


(2) * 


And therefore when they are uſed in a Language 
which one underſtands, and is well acquainted 


with, they are known at the firſt view ; as will 
appear by the following Example. 


Fox though 1 be pnee ryom all men, yer have 1 


vadde ny relꝑ a fervdne undo all, chat i mg gam 


The moe · 


Aud undo che jewy, 1 became dy 4 jew, Thar 1 
mght gam che Jewy ; To Them chat ane unden The 


Tha axe unden The law; 1 Cop. 9. 19. 20. 


In the iſb Language there is much uſe made of 
Vowels, and far leſs of Conſonants than in the Eng- 
liſh : And frequently where Conſonants are uſed, 
h is added ſometimes to mollify their Sound, ſome- 
times to turn them into an Aſpiration, and ſome- 
times to extinguiſh altogether the Pronunciation 
of a Conſonant- By which means it makes a 
Ninth part of the Language, and would take 


up a great deal of room in very many Words, if 
it were ſet down at large. e. g. 


d dhẽ bhi do bhmachan po dhionehabhapthaeh 
dhamh. 


A vs bi do bac, fo viojeabapTde Sam. 


For this Reaſon, it is neither Printed nor Writ- 
ten immediately before or after a Conſonant, but 
noted by a Point over the Conſonant, sto which it 
is added; as b, with a Point thus over it, ſtands 
for bb. And by this expedient, as the ninth 
part of the charge of Printing is ſaved. ſo the 
whole Word is repreſented in leſs bulk to — 

yes 


8 
Eye, whereby the Language is rendered much 
more eaſy to be Read, than when the h's are ſet 
down at large; this is confirmed by the Experi- 


ence of ſuch, as have skill in the Language, and 


will evidently appear hy comparing the Words a- 
bove written with one another. 

In the next place there are many compoſitions 
of Letters in lriſh, which have not the ſame force in 
Engliſb. bh and mh, are pronounced ſometimes as v 
Conſonant. dh and gh, have ſometimes the pro- 
nunciation of y, and ſometimes a pecular pro- 
nunciation, not uſed in- other Linguages. yh 
and th haye only the force of an Aſpiration. 
And when f and h are joined, they bothloſe their 
Sound. Upon theſe accounts it is expedient to 


uſe a Character at leaſt ſomewhat different; be- 


cauſe one who is Learning to Read the [rih in 
the Engliſh Character, is very much perplexed, 
when, almoſt in every Word, he muſt be obliged 
to take notice, that they have a differeat force in 
the Iriſh, | 

This being premiſed, it will be manifeſt, that 
there is no Font of Letters now extant in Eng- 
land or Ireland, in which it would be ſo fit to Print 
the 1riſþ COMMON PRAYER BOOK, in order 
to anſwer the End for which it is deſigned, as 
that provided by Mr. Boyle, in which it is now a 
Printing, | 

For 1n the ſirſt place, as I have already obſery- 
ed, h is always noted by a Point over the Conſo- 
nant to which it belongs; and this prevents the 
great length of Words, which would otherwiſe 
very much clog and encumber the 1ri(b Language, 
and render it very difficult to be Read by Lear- 
ners, and eſpecially by ſuch as cannot Speak it 
beforehand. 

A2 And 
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Ta) 
And then the difference of the Characters, al- 
though it be but ſmall, will prevent the Readers 
| having the ſame Idea of their Force in the if 
Language, which they have in the Engliſh. 
l It is objected, 1 know, that every one will not 
| 
j 


be ready to learn an Alphabet; and that ſuch as 
know the Engliſh Alphabet, have no more Ito do. 
but immediately to enter upon Reading of I1r5fþ 
in the Engliſh Character. But theſe objections are 
| made by ſuch as are not well enough acquainted 
| 2 . 4 | 
| with the Jriſh Character and Language, and they 
N proceed wholly from want of Skill and Knowledge 
in them both. For although the Figure of Six 
Iriſh Letters may differ from the Exgliſb, yet 
their Diſſimil itude is ſo very ſmall, that who- 
i ever knows the Engliſh Alphabet, may be 
alſo Maſter of the Tr:/b in leſs than an Hour. 
And as to the other part of the Objection; any 
one, who will be pleaſed to make the trial, 
will find, that although he can Read Eng- 
liſh in the greateſt perfection, yet he ſhall not be 
able to Read Iriſh in the Engliſh Character, with- 
out firſt learning the Elements of the Jriſ Tongue, 
and underſtanding the Power of their Letters, 
| and of the ſeveral compoſitions of them; to 
4 which purpoſe, he will find the 1r;/b Character 
| much more uſeful and ſubſervient, than any other. 
For theſe Reaſons, no doubt, the Iriſh Cha- 
racer hath been uſed by the beſt judges in this 
matter. When the New Teſtament, and Common 
"| Prayer were Printed in Iriſh, in the beginning of 
i  'helaft Century, there were two Arch-Biſhops,and 
one Biſhop of Ireland, and Mr. Kearney, Treaſurer 
| of St. Patricks there, concerned in the Work, 
who all underſtood the Language very well; and 
therefore muſt be ſuppoſed to know the fitneſs of 


(3 


the Character in which the Language ſhould be 


Printed. And they Printed thoſe Books in the 
triſh Characters, which Queen Elizabeth had ſome 
time before ſent to Jreland, at her own Charge, 
for that End, | 

Theſe Characters were loſt or deſtroyed in the 


reſolved to Print the whole BIBLE in the iſ 
Tongue, he had a Font of Ji Types, caſt on pur- 
poſe; which belike ſo great a Man would not have 
done, without being firſt well aſſured of their 
ufefulnefs. And after he had got the whole Bl- 
BLE Printed in Them, he ſeat ſeveral Copies to 
the Highlands, (where as I am credibly informed 


by fome Perſons of great Honour 4nd worth, who 


are Natives of that Country) they are uſeful, 
and much valued ; as being eaſy to be Read, and 
alſo being, remaining badges of their Nation, of 


which they have no ſmall Opinion. And the 


difference between them, and the Vi BIBLES, 


Printed in the Ergl/ſh Character, in Oftavo is 


plainly this; that the Ozarto% are more legible, 
and better adapted to the Language, and the 
Off avo*s cheaper and better fitted tothe Purſes of 
common People. This I know, that in Jreland, 
the Highlanders can Read the BIBLE, in the Ir, ſb 
Character; the difference of the Engliſh and Irifb 
Characters being ſo ſmall, that there is nodifficulty 


in ſo doing; and it is ſtrange that the ſame thing 
ſhould beeaſy, and intelligible to a Highlander in 


Ireland, which is otherwiſe in the Northern Part 
of great Britain, 

The Reaſoxis hitherto mentioned for Printing 
Iriſh Books in the 1r;/b Character, are taken from 
the Nature and Idioms of the Language. There 
is one Argument ſtill remaining,which will go my 
| N "IF : ar, 


great Rebellion; and therefore, when Mr. Boyle, 
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far, and have great Weight with any one; that 
ſeriouſly conſiders of the moſt effectual Method of 
Converting Men to the Truth; and that is, that 
the Jriſp Character is more acceptable to the /riſh 
Nation, than any other. It hath been uſed by 
that People for many Ages, they are therefore 
very fond of it, and like Books written in it, 
much better than in any other Letter. I have 
been told by ſome Perſons Worthy of Credit, that 
ſeveral of the Viſh Natives have refuſed to Read 
the VViſh Bible in the Engl;/b Character, when they 
would at the ſame time read it in the 7i/h. I know 
from my own Experience, that they have a great 
Value for Books in the Language and Character of 
their own Nation: Religious Treatiſes, eſpecially, 
come with Advantage to them in this manner, for 
they Love any thing that is Iriſh, - becauſe it gives 
them hopes of keeping up their Nation. This, I 
queſtion not, is the true Reaſon, why they ſent 
from far and near for a ſmall Volume of Sermons 
Printed in their own Language and Character laſt 
Year, and why it was handed about, and much 
Read among them. Even the Proteſtant Gentle- 
men of that Nation,have not a mind that the Cha- 
racer ſhould be diſuſed, and ſome of them, who 
juſtly deſerve great Reſpect and Eſteem, have 
ſignified little leſs to my ſelf. And therefore, 
it is not Expedient, to diſguſt them in ſo ſmall 
a Matter. The Truth will without doubt, meet 
with much Oppoſition ; many will not only be loth 
to admit it, but think themſelves concerned to re- 
ſiſt it; and therefore it ſhould be propoſed to 
them with all imaginable Advantages; They, 
whoſe Temporal Intereſt it will be, to withſtand 
the Progreſs of the Proteſtant Religion, will be 


ſure to uſe all their Endeayours to prejudice o- 
tkers 


ß v , 
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thers againſt it, and raiſe. many Obje&ians againſt 
the manner in which it is preſented to em. They 


will labour to make them believe, that we have 
a deſign to deſtroy both their Church and Na- 
tion; and Popiſh Emiſſaries, will probably take an 

Opportunity, if we ſhould forbear the uſe of their 
own Letters, to ſupply them with Romiſh Books 
in their own Language and Character from France 

Spain, Flanders, or Rome, where there are Iriſh 
Preſſes. , And therefore it ſeems more adviſeable 
to make this Condeſcenſion to their Prepoſſeſſions, 
and Infirmities, as St. Paul did in other Caſes, 
1 Cor. 9. 20, 21, 22. Unto the few, 1 became 4 
Jew, thet I might gain the Jews; to them that are 
under the Law, as under the Law, that I might gain 
them that are under the Law; To them that are with- 
out Law, as without Law, (being not withcut Law to 
God, but under the Law to Chriſt) that 1 might gain 


them that are without Law. To the weak became I as 


weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
7 to all Men, that I might by all means ſave 
ome. | | 
Finally, it is not unworthy our Conſideration, 
that by diſuſing the Vriſh Character, we ſhall be 
likely to loſe the Benefit of ſuch Old Manuſcripts, 


as are Written in that Language, and which are 


conſiderable in the Opinion of Mr. Z/»y4, and 
others. | 


A Specimen of Iriſh in the Engliſh Character. 


Ar a nadhbharſin a dubhradar a bhraithreacha- 
ſan ris; Fag ſo, agus imthigh go tir Iudaighe, do 
chum go bhfaicfidis do dheſciobail fos na hoibrea- 
Cha do ni thu. | 

Oir ni dheunann neach ar bith ein ni a bhfolach, 
agus, iarrus e fein do bheith oirdheirc: ma ni tu 
iad ſo, foillſigh thu fein fos ann. Eo. 7. 3, 4+ 
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!! eſs ow Hands, June 18th. 1712. 


We bave Read Mr. Richardſon's Ap- 


j deendiæ, concerning the Iriſh Character; and 


do entirely approve of his Reaſons, for mal 
ing uſe of it, in Printing the Licurgy, and 
other Books in the Iriſh Language. Wi 


— 


Geo. Hickes. 
Edm. Gibſon, 


: 


A PROPOSAL for the Converſion of the 
Popiſh Natives of IX ELAN D to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, % Printing the Bible, 
Liturgy, an Expoſition of the Church Ca- 
techiſm, and other uſeful Treatiſes, in Triſh, 
chat ſo they may be inſtructed, and have the 
Offices of Religion performed to them, in their 
Arn Lang nage: As alſo by Erecting Charity- 
Schools, for the Education of the Iriſh Chil- 
dren gratis, in the Engliſh Tongue and Pro- 
teſtant Religion. © 


FXJHEREAS divers Laws have peen lately 

made in Jreland, to weaken the Poprſh In- 
terelt there ; and one Statute particularly hath 
been Enacted, to prevent a Succeſſion of the Popiſn 
Clergy ;. whereby the Number of Romiſh Prieſts 
is already decreaſed, and if the Laws be put in 
Execution, the Whole Order muft be extin& with- 
in a few Years : So that it is to be hoped, theſe 
Means may, with the Divine Bleſſing, facilitate the 
Converſion of the Jriſp, if in this ſeaſonable jun- 
cture, they be ſeconded with proper Methods of 
8 them, and convincing them of their 

rrors. ! af 

And whereas, by the Experience both of 
the preſent. and paſt Ages, it is found, that the 
Method uſed and enjoined by our bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, in propagating the Goſpel, viz. 
by Inſtructing every Nation, and performing the 
Offices of Religion to them in their own Languaec, 
hath been moſt ſucceſsful and effectual, in con- 
vertinz many of the Jriſh Nation to the eſtabliſh's 
Religion, A And 


EL 
And whereas the Want of the neceſſary Means 
of propagating the true Reformed” Religion amo 

the Natives of Ireland, is a great Hindrance o 
their Converſion; and therefore, in order to ac- 
compliſh ſo good a Work, it will be requiſite, that 
the Holy Bible Liturgy, an Expoſition of the Church 
Catecniſ.n, and other uſeful Treatiſes, be print- 
ed in Ir þ: That a competent Number of Mini- 
ers duly qualify'd, to inſtruct the Natives, and 
to perform the Offices of Religion to them in their 
own Language, be provided and encouraged by a 
ſuitable Maintenance: And that Charity-Schools 
be erected for the Inſtruction of the Iriſh Children 
gratis, in the Engliſh Tongue, and in the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. I 
And whereas the Reverend Mr. John Richardſon, 
Rector of Belturbet in Ireland, hath, with the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of others skilful in the Language, tranſ- 
lated the Book of Common - Prayer, and Lewis's Ex- 
poſition of the Church Catechiſm, into Iriſh ; and in- 
' tends to print them with one Column in Engliſh, 

and the other in Jriſh, and hath already made a 
conſiderable Progreſs in printing the Liturgy. 

And laſtly, whereas, the Converſion of the Po- 
piſh Natives of Ireland to the Proteſtant Religion, 
is a Work, which, beſides its direct Tendency to 
promote the Glory of God, and Salvation of Souls, 
would alſo yery much help to preſerve the Quiet 
and Tranquillity, and to encreaſe the Strength and 
Wealth of Her Majeſty's Dominions, 

We whoſe Names are underwritten, in order 
to encourage and promote ſo pious and charitable 
a Deſign, have ſubſcribed and payed the reſpe- 
tive Sums annexed to our Names. 


S he 


Cy Wm 


Subſcriptions are taken by the following Perſons, 
05 are deſired ie 25 them tu the R eBbrend 
Mr. Shute, in order to be applied to the fore- 
Mentioned Purpoſes. + oils 


The Reverend Dr. Bradford, year Bow-Church- 

The Reverend Mr. Breilsford, Chaplain to the 
Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle. | 4 
The Reverend Mr. Boehm, at the Golden-Angel 
near Somerſet-Houſe in the Strand. 1 
The Reverend Mr. Bolton, Prebendary of St. Pa- 
trick, Dublin. 4 ' 

The Honourable Archibald Campbel Eſq; at the 
Barber's-Pole in Hedge-Lane. : St. 


, The Reverend Dr. Charlett, Maſter of Univerſi- 
. ty College, Oxford. 0 = 
. The Reverend Dr. Clark, Rector of St. fames's.' 
2 John Chamberlayne Eſq; in Petty-France, Welſt- 
|= minſter. 2 | 


, Mr. Colcheſter, at the Red-Croſs in Cheapſide. 
$3 Mr. Caſtleton junior, at the Penny-Poſt Office. © 
Daniel Dolins Eſq; at Hackney. 
= The Reverend My. Eaton, at Beaumaurice. - 
Mr. Archdeacon Frank, Rector of Cranfield in 
Bedfordſhire. | 
The Reverend Dr. Gibſon, at Lambeth. 
The Reverend Dr. Gooch, at Fulham. 
Capt. Robt. Gardiner, at Park-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
Mr. John Higden Merchant, in Milk-ſtreet. 
Henry Hoare, Eſq; in Flcet-ſtreet. 
Ar. John Hodges Merchant,in Token-houſe-yard. 
The Reverena Mr. Harriſon, of Sidney-College, 
Cambridge. | 
T be Reverend Dr. King, at the Charter-Houſe. 
The Reverend Mr. Richard King, at Exeter. 
| 3 
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The Rev, Mr: ewis, Ain 57 Margate le 
© My. Archdeachn Mauriee, # Tullyhog in Ire 
The Rev. Mr. De la Mthe, in St. Martin's 


The Rrygrend M a eee | 


tal. in Southwark. 
* The Rever dh B Marſhal, i ene 

5 397 og Pbyipps Baronet, & eden Celle cis 

roke | 


The Rev. My. Poſticthwayt, , at br +, 
. The 1 cars op page F 
ter . e, Cambri Aa * * 
The Reverend Mr. R La Pepe, 
The Reverend Dr. Strat red, Comm / of: {Cuts 


Church, Ox 

33 . Aecerent Mr Shaw, in erke 
he Reverend Mr. Stubs, at Sion- „ 

The Reverend Mr : Salmof, Fellow! of Oriel-College, 


xford. 
Au. 3 Teniſon, a Lambeth-Paldce... : 
Mr. John Trollope Merchants: in e 
Ar. Richard Turner, Aerchant, in Cheaplide. 
Ar. Richard Turner, in Exchange-Alley. 
Sir George Wheeler,” Prebendary of Durham. 
The Reuerenil Ar. Whinſivid, in War wick- Court. 
The Reuerenii Mr. 3 at Rothbury in 
e Rev De: Wo 
The Rev. Dr. Woodward, at Maidſtone in Kent 
The Reverend Ar. Water houſe, at Tunbridge. 
The Reverend <a Wenne Baar ot Beltürdet . 


4 Ireland. 
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GE 214. Line 12. to Kirk, add 140d. Pag. 44 for Phecep 
read Prep. Pag. 46, lin. 7. to Xi, add more. 
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